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Smoking materials discarded 
in a trash can  caused a house fire 
early Wednesday in which three 
people  died  in south Lexington, 
said Ed Davis, battalion chief for 
the Lexington fire department.

Sheila David and Jim Land of 
Lexington identified the three as 
their parents, Lenville Lindon, 89, 
and Norma Jean Lindon, 78, and 
their brother Kenneth Lindon, 
54. Fayette County Coroner Gary 

Ginn confirmed the identities 
Wednesday afternoon.   

Autopsies will not be performed 
on the three, said Deputy Coroner 

Al Beatty. The cause of death for 
each is under investigation pend-
ing toxicology results, Beatty said.

 Sheila David said both her par-
ents used oxygen. She said her 
brother was in a wheelchair as a 
result of a traffic accident a few 
years ago. 

Lenville Lindon was a retired 
employee of IBM in Lexington, 
and Jean Lindon had worked for 
Fayette County Schools for a time 
as a crossing guard and a cafeteria 
worker, she said. David said her 

Early-morning house fire 
kills couple, son

SMOKING MATERIALS APPARENTLY SET PLASTIC TRASH CAN ABLAZE
Greg Kocher 

and Valarie Honeycutt Spears
gkocher1@herald-leader.com

Firefighters and coroner’s office employees worked at the scene of a fatal house fire on Buckingham Lane in south Lexington on Wednesday. A 
couple and their grown son, who was in a wheelchair, were unable to escape the blaze. Investigators found no sign of a smoke detector.
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Need a smoke 
detector?

The Lexington Division of Fire will 
provide and install a smoke detec-
tor for anyone who wants one, 
Battalion Chief Ed Davis said. To 
get a smoke detector, call 311.  
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FRANKFORT — U.S. Sen. 
Rand Paul told a Washington, 
D.C., radio station Wednesday 
that actress Ashley Judd was 
“way   damn too liberal for our 
country and our state.” 

  Judd has been mentioned 
as a possible Democratic 
candidate against longtime 
U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell 
in 2014 or against Paul in 
2016. Washington -based web-
site Politico ran a story this 
week  saying that Judd has 
talked to several high-ranking 
Democrats about a run in 
Kentucky.

Gov. Steve Beshear, a 
Democrat, on Wednesday did 
not dismiss Judd as a pos-
sible candidate  but said that 
he would not run against Mc-
Connell in 2014.

In an interview with 
WMAL in Washington , Paul  
 was asked about the possibil-

ACTRESS MIGHT TARGET 2014 OR ’16

Paul on possible 
Judd run: She’s 

‘damn too liberal’

By Beth Musgrave
bmusgrave@herald-leader.com

Despite recent cash infusions 
into Lexington’s police and fire 
pension fund, the fund’s estimated 
unfunded liability has grown by 
about $40 million in the last year. 

Results from two recent studies 
measured the unfunded liability at 

about $300 million, compared to 
a $258 million estimate that has 
been used by the city and many 
of the pension fund’s stakeholders 
for the last year.

The new, higher estimates 
were presented separately in two 
reports. One was a yearly finan-
cial report compiled by the city, 

and the other was a report pre-
sented Wednesday by Public Fi-
nancial Management Inc., known 
as PFM, a consulting firm hired 
last month help fix Lexington’s 
pension crisis.

The city’s latest Comprehen-

Numbers show Lexington police, fire 
pension problems getting worse

By Josh Kegley
jkegley@herald-leader.com  

DAVE BRUBECK
1920-2012

The acclaimed 
pianist and com-
poser helped 
repopularize 
jazz even as pop 
music came into 
vogue. Page A9

A Brubeck remembrance: Contrib-
uting music writer Walter Tunis 
remembers the jazz giant at his 
blog, The Musical Box, at LexGo.
com.

Christmas comes to downtown on Thursday with 
the Lexington Christmas Parade — and the 
Herald-Leader is providing some warmth, relief 
and reading.

The parade starts at 7:30 p.m. and travels along 
Main Street from Midland Avenue to Mill Street.

From 6 to 7:30 p.m., the Herald-Leader will be 
serving free hot chocolate and candy canes in 
the lobby of our building, 100 Midland Avenue. 
Lobby restrooms will also be open to the public.

Finally, the Herald-Leader will be unveiling 
Lexington’s newest Little Free Library.

The idea is simple: Take a book and leave one for 
the next person. The library, by the newspaper 
boxes in front of the Herald-Leader, will be open 
for business starting Thursday evening. It will be 
stocked with an ongoing supply of the books we 
receive from publishers as review copies.

Join us for Lexington’s 
Christmas parade
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Lenville Lindon, 89, Norma 
Jean Lindon, 78, and their son 
Kenneth, 54, died in the fire.
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Join Kentucky’s Leading Health Care Provider
We are fortunate to attract people who believe in our mission and who are
dedicated to the service of our patients and their families.
We are currently recruiting experienced applicants for:

Registered Emergency Room Nurses Saint Joseph Mount Sterling
Surgery Clinical Manager Saint Joseph East
RVT-certified Ultrasound Tech Saint Joseph Berea

KentuckyOneHealth.org

To learn more or to apply

online, visit sjhlex.org.

We offer competitive pay and excellent benefits. EOE

so here’s
the deal...

dealsaver.com/lexington
Three Wonderful Deals From

Salon On Plaza!


