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prior to the Triple Crown, 
plus Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness 1-2 finishers I’ll 
Have Another and Bodemeis-
ter looking like freaks in the 
making, there was good rea-
son to think the foal crop of 
2009 would be a force beyond 
this season.

Of the top 10 finishers in 
the Kentucky Derby, however, 
only Dullahan (third), Liai-
son (sixth), Rousing Sermon 
(eighth) and Daddy Nose Best 
(10th) are actively in training 
with I’ll Have Another and 
Belmont Stakes winner Union 
Rags joining Bodemeister in 
retirement.

Along with Liaison, Godol-
phin Racing’s multiple graded 
stakes winner Alpha is the 
only other entrant from the 
first Saturday in May who 
made it to the “Midsummer 
Derby” and stands as the 5-2 
morning-line favorite for Sat-
urday’s 1¼-mile Travers.

“I’m sorry for the con-
nections of Hansen, it’s not 
easy for any of us to have to 
go through what they’re go-
ing through,” said Kiaran 
McLaughlin, trainer of Alpha. 
“It would be nice for us if we 
happen to win (the Travers), 
or whoever happens to win 
it, because this is a very im-
portant race for 3-year-olds. It 
would be nice to have some 
good news in that category 
instead of negative news.

“There are some nice hors-
es in here that are developing 
late for the second half of the 
season.”

Aside from his 12th-place 
finish in the Kentucky Derby 
and 11th-place run in last 
year’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
at Churchill Downs, Alpha 
has not been worse than sec-
ond in his six other career 
starts and is 2-for-2 over the 
Saratoga main track.

In winning the Grade II 
Jim Dandy over a sloppy sur-
face last time out, the son 
of Bernardini showed a new 
dimension when he ditched 

his stalking ways and headed 
every point of call en route 
to a 2-length triumph. The 
absence of the front-running 
Hansen all but guarantees Al-
pha will be forwardly placed 
again out of post No. 6, and 
few are better at controlling 
early fractions than his jockey,  
Ramon Dominguez.

“Gary Contessa (trainer 
of Speightscity) said he’s go-
ing to go like hell from the 
No. 1 hole but we’ll see how 
it unfolds,” McLaughlin said. 
“With Hansen out of there, 
it changes the pace a bit, but 
we’ll most likely be in the first 
three going into the first turn.
We’re happy we’re the favor-
ite, but it’s going to be a good 
horse race.”

Jim Dandy Stakes runner-
up Neck ’n Neck has made 

huge strides in his mental de-
velopment, according to train-
er Ian Wilkes, and could be 
one to watch in the stretch if 
he gets a dry track and more 
pace to target.

Morning - l ine  second 
choice Nonios, who has been 
no worse than third in six 
starts, was second to Paynter 
in the Grade I Haskell Invita-
tional on July 29 in his first 
try over a dirt track.

“We try not to bring our 
horses anywhere we don’t 
think they have a good chance, 
and I don’t think we’re being 
foolish or frivolous with him,” 
said Jerry Hollendorfer, train-
er of Nonios.

Alicia Wincze Hughes: (859) 231-
1676.  Blog: horseracing.bloginky.
com.
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TRAVERS Travers Stakes field
PP Horse Trainer Jockey Odds
1 Speightscity Gary Contessa Irad Ortiz 30-1

2 Five Sixteen Dominick Schettino Rosie Napravnik 15-1

3 Golden Ticket Ken McPeek David Cohen 20-1

4 Stealcase Mark Casse Shaun Bridgmohan 15-1

5 Street Life Chad Brown Jose Lezcano 5-1

6 Alpha Kiaran McLaughlin Ramon Dominguez 5-2

7 Atigun Ken McPeek Mike Smith 12-1

8 Neck ’n Neck Ian Wilkes Leandro Goncalves 9-2

9 Liaison Bob Baffert Rafael Bejarano 8-1

10 Nonios Jerry Hollendorfer John Velazquez 4-1

11 Fast Falcon Nick Zito Junior Alvarado 20-1

Reigning juvenile cham-
pion and fan favorite Hansen 
will probably become the lat-
est top 3-year-old to be retired 
abruptly after he was discov-
ered to have a tear in his left 
front tendon, majority owner 
and breeder Dr. Kendall Han-
sen said Wednesday.

Hansen was slated to run 
in Saturday’s Grade I Travers 
Stakes at Saratoga Race 
Course. Trainer Mike Maker 
declared the son of Tapit 
out of the race when inflam-
mation was found in his left 
front leg Wednesday morn-
ing, and Dr. Hansen later 
confirmed his homebred had 
about a 20-30 percent tear of 
the tendon.

While he would seek other 
opinions and treatment op-
tions before making a final 
decision, Dr. Hansen believes 

the 2011 winner of the Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile is probably 
done racing.

“It’s a typical-type tendon 
injury where if he was a nice 
claiming horse, you’d give 
him six months and see how 
it looks,” Dr. Hansen said. 
“But it’s a different ball game 
I guess when you’re looking at 
potential stallions. It’s really 
sad, I was looking forward to 
running him in these upcom-
ing races.

“It’s swollen bad today so 
we’ll see what it looks like 
when the swelling is out of it. 
I don’t want him to come back 
and be 95 percent, I want him 
to be 100 percent.”

After a ninth-place finish in 
the Kentucky Derby, Hansen 
sat out the rest of the Triple 
Crown and returned to win 
the Grade III Iowa Derby by 
10 lengths on June 30. The 
gray colt then finished fourth 

as the favorite in the Grade II 
West Virginia Derby on Aug. 4 
and his subsequent workout, in 
hindsight, may have suggested 
to his owner something was 
festering.

“I have my suspicions be-
cause he should have dominat-
ed (the West Virginia Derby),” 
Dr. Hansen said. “He’ll usually 
go in 1:01 for 5 furlongs, and 
his last work was in 1:02 and 
change. Everything looked nor-
mal though, he’s never had a 
sore day in his life.”

Dr. Hansen added that 
while he’s been in contact 
with about four or five farms, 
no deal on Hansen’s stud ca-
reer has been made.

Popular for his glistening 
white coat — and his own-
er’s passion for promoting 
him — Hansen won five of 
nine career starts, including 
the Grade III Gotham, with 
$1,810,805 in earnings.

Injured Hansen out of 
Travers; retirement likely

By Alicia Wincze Hughes
awincze@herald-leader.com

HORSE RACING

The racing world is run-
ning out of questions for 
champion Frankel to answer.

Juddmonte Farm’s brilliant 
son of Galileo, widely regard-
ed as the best racehorse in 
the world, remained unbeaten 
in 13 career starts and earned 
his first win going beyond a 
mile when he drew off with 
ease to take the Group I 
Juddmonte International at 
York Racecourse in England 
by 7 lengths over Farhh on 
Wednesday.

For everything Frankel has 
ticked off on his unblemished 
résumé, how the 4-year-old 
bay colt would handle a sig-
nificant route of ground was 
about the only lingering doubt 
anyone could muster.

The approximately 15⁄16-
mile distance of the Judd-

monte International proved 
no challenge for the all-time 
great as Frankel kicked clear 
up on the near-side rail under 
only a shake of the reins from 
jockey Tom Queally, barely 

drawing a hard breath as he 
won his ninth Group I race.

“It was great, wasn’t it?” 
Sir Henry Cecil, trainer of 
Frankel, told Racing Post. “It 
is great for Yorkshire, they are 
great supporters of racing and 
they deserved to see him.”

Frankel tracked along 
about sixth in the nine-horse 
field as Robin Hood set the 
early pace with Windsor Pal-
ace just behind. The magnifi-
cent speed Frankel has dis-
played throughout his career 
left the likes of Group I win-
ners St Nicholas Abbey and 
Twice Over toiling behind 
him, with the former getting 
up for third.

Frankel now 13-0 after 
first win past mile

By Alicia Wincze Hughes
awincze@herald-leader.com

Tom Queally rode Frankel to 
a 7-length victory in the 15⁄16-
mile Juddmonte International 
in England.
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Video: Watch Frankel win the Jud-
dmonte International

ton, a former standout quar-
terback at Auburn and a suc-
cessful wide receivers coach 
at Tennessee.

King (and his 40 catches 
for 598 yards and seven touch-
downs) was the one bright 
spot in the UK passing game 
last season, but Washington 
still found ways to improve 
King’s play.

They’ve been working on 
getting the senior to use his 
6-foot-4 height advantage and 
long arms to make the catch 
at the highest point, King ex-
plained.

“(Washington) doesn’t 
bash, he just tells you your 
strength and your weakness. 
He’s really good at that,” King 
said. “He knows what he’s 
talking about and he knows 
how to relate to you.”

When asked about his tac-
tics and his coaching style, 
Washington smiled.

“I try to do it in a mild 
manner until he forces me to 
do it in a manner that isn’t 
mild,” he said.

Sometimes it’s all about 
smiling.

“He’s very complimenta-
ry,” senior E.J. Fields said of 
Washington. “He does a good 
job in selling (you) on the 
pluses of your game, not your 
minuses. He does a good job 
of keeping your head up high 
and not letting you get down 
on yourself.”

It’s not all sunshine and 
butterfly kisses, though, with 
Washington. He knows UK’s 
passing offense, which man-
aged only 135.6 yards a game 
last season (sixth-worst in the 
nation), has to improve.

He doesn’t want to spend 
the next off-season watch-
ing sequels of last season’s 
dropped pass after dropped 
pass.

“I don’t think there were 
any huge technical problems,” 
he said of the bad quarter-
back-wide receiver connec-
tions. “The biggest problem 
was there were people around 
the guy who was trying to 
catch the ball and he wasn’t 
concerned about the ball. He 
was more concerned about 
the people around him. 

“I’ve got to make sure they 
can catch the ball with distrac-
tions and when it’s contested. 
So we put them in those situ-
ations as much as possible. 
And if they can’t do that, then 
I’d better replace them.”

That was part of the prob-
lem last season. Beyond King, 
no one was consistent enough 
to push the starting receivers.

The Cats have to have 
more than King if they want 
to succeed, Phillips said on 
UK’s Media Day.

“You better have three 
guys out there that can make 
plays for you,” Phillips said. 
“We’ve got to have a number 
of receivers that can make 
plays for us.”

They think they have that 
this season with freshmen 

like Demarcus Sweat and A.J. 
Legree, who both will play 
immediately based on reports 
out of camp. Coaches also are 
expecting big-time play from 
sophomore Demarco Robin-
son, who was inconsistent at 
best last season.

King sounded like someone 
who was convinced he was 
going to be a senior leader for 
a group that was improved.

“Anybody could step up 
and make that play,” he said 
this week when asked about 
which receivers were stand-
ing out.

The group has received 
Washington’s message, King 
said.

“He’s a very honest guy,” 
King said. “If you know what 
you’re doing and you can go 
in and make that play, you 
go in and make that play, 
whether you’re a walk-on or 
a scholarship guy, it doesn’t 
matter. If you’re better than 
this guy, he’s going to play 
you.”

Jennifer Smith: (859) 231-3241. 
Twitter: @jenheraldleader.  
Blog: ukfootball.bloginky.com.
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RECEIVERS SCOUTING THE 
WIDE RECEIVERS

The main man: Senior La’Rod King’s 40 catches and 598 yards exceed 
the totals for all other returning receivers combined. Of UK’s 12 receiv-
ing scores last season, seven were to King. The former North Hardin 
standout struggled at times this spring, but seems to have embraced 
his role as a leader.

The supporting cast: Part of UK’s problem offensively last season was 
the lack of a supporting cast. Coaches think those younger receivers are 
starting to show themselves now, led by Demarco Robinson. Others like 
E.J. Fields and Gene McCaskill have proven they can make plays, just 
not consistently. Daryl Collins, Bookie Cobbins, Aaron Boyd and Rashad 
Cunningham are going to have to be effective this season, too.

Newcomers to watch: Two freshman receivers, Demarcus Sweat and 
A.J. Legree, have impressed in camp and probably will be contributors 
this year. Sweat is the faster of the two. Legree is more of a possession 
receiver, with big-play ability after the catch.

Outlook: If Kentucky’s offense is going to get out of the basement, it’s 
going to need big plays and consistent catches. New receivers coach 
Pat Washington seems to have instilled a quiet confidence in the group, 
and many have said they’ve developed good chemistry and timing with 
newly named starting quarterback Maxwell Smith.

with Noel’s academics, but the 
people who surrounded him 
during his high school career.

A person with knowledge 
of the inquiry told Sports Illus-
trated: “The NCAA’s questions 
focused on the cast of charac-
ters that surrounded Noel’s re-
cruitment and how Noel paid 
for his unofficial visits.”

A New York Times story in 
March chronicled Noel’s asso-
ciation with various hangers-
on throughout his prep career. 
That report, written before 
Noel had committed to Ken-
tucky, mentioned unofficial 
visits to both UK and Louis-
ville. Two associates of Noel 
said those trips were paid for 
by the player’s father, who is a 
cab driver in Boston.

The Sports Illustrated re-
port also refers to “multiple 
trips to Syracuse,” another 
one of the schools that re-
cruited Noel.

Pete Thamel wrote the 
New York Times article and 
Wednesday’s story for Sports 
Illustrated.

Noel isn’t the only high-
profile recruit from the class 
of 2012 waiting for his status 
to be cleared up by the NCAA. 
UCLA freshman Shabazz Mu-
hammad, who picked the Bru-
ins over Kentucky, will miss 
the team’s upcoming trip to 
China because of an ongoing 

inquiry into unofficial visits 
taken during his recruitment.

North Carolina State’s Rod-
ney Purvis and Providence’s 
Ricardo Ledo are also ineli-
gible to play while the NCAA 
looks into their backgrounds.

There’s no timetable on 
when Noel’s situation will be 
resolved.

Former UK point guard 
John Wall wasn’t cleared by 
the NCAA until just a few 
days before the season opener 
in 2009. Wall was suspended 
for one exhibition game and 

one regular-season game and 
forced to repay almost $800 
in expenses because of ques-
tionable unofficial visits.

Noel, the top-ranked player 
in 2012, is the centerpiece of 
UK’s latest No. 1 recruiting 
class, which also includes five-
star prospects Alex Poythress 
and Archie Goodwin, and 
four-star center Willie Cauley-
Stein. 

Ben Roberts: (859) 231-3216. 
Twitter: @NextCats 
Blog: ukrecruiting.bloginky.com
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NOEL

FOUR BEAUMONT OFFICE CONDOS

ABSOLUTE AUCTION

Jim Halfhill
Principal Auctioneer
Rector-Hayden Realtors
Halfhill@rhr.com

(859) 338-5764

Public Preview: Open Friday, August 24th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM,
one hour prior to auction or by appointment

11:00 AM

Go to

Unit 110: Tenant occupied first floor unit contains 929 SF with 4 offices, kitchen, bathroom, reception area
plus full basement (954 SF).
Unit 210:Vacant second floor unit contains 1047 SF with 4 offices, kitchen, bathroom, and reception area.
Unit 120: Tenant occupied first floor unit contains 928 SF with 4 offices, kitchen, bathroom, reception area
plus full basement (967 SF).
Unit 220:Vacant second floor unit contains 1,675 SF with 6 offices, conference room, kitchen, bathroom and
reception area.

SHOWTIME STARTS
12 NOON

15 Hours of Continuous
Entertainment 6 DAYS A WEEK!

Kentucky’s Best Showgirls!

O

Gentleman’s ClubGentleman’s Club
COWBOYS

Home of the

$5 Tabl
e

Dance!
Home of the

$5 Tabl
e

Dance!

New Circle R
oad

Russell Cave Road

North Broadway

COWBOYs

Aloha Lexington!Aloha Lexington!


