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 WASHINGTON — The 
middle class is shrinking and 
is now barely a majority in the 
United States, underscoring 
the challenge President Ba-
rack Obama and Mitt Romney 
face as they argue over who 
can best protect the wealth of 
struggling Americans.

The proportion of middle-
income earners, or those mak-
ing from $39,000 to $118,000 
for a family of three, nar-
rowed as the housing-market 
crash erased two decades of 
gains in wealth since 2001 
and average incomes fell for 
the first time since World War 
II, a Pew Research Center re-
port shows. The middle class 

shrank to 51 percent of adults 
in 2011 from 61 percent in 
1971.

“We think of ourselves 
and pride ourselves as being 
a middle-class society,” said 
Paul Taylor, the center’s ex-
ecutive vice president and the 
editor of the report, released 
Wednesday. “But there’s a 
sense that the middle class is 
getting smaller. It’s hollowing 
out.”

Middle-class people are 
reluctant to lay much of the 
blame on Obama, with Con-
gress, banks, corporations, 

America’s 
middle class 
down to 51%
LAST 10 YEARS A DRAIN ON JOBS, INCOMES
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Budget warning: CBO predicts 
recession next year if Congress 
doesn’t act. Page C5

Saturday, shortly after noon, 
members of Main Street Baptist 
Church will gather at the gates of 
African Cemetery No. 2, preparing 
to  honor  the minister who started 
their congregation 150 years ago.

The ceremony will include 
the dedication and unveiling of a 
headstone for the Rev. Fredrick 

Braxton, the minister who, with 
400 followers, broke with First 
African Baptist Church and walked 
to Main Street where they formed 
a new church in 1862.

“We don’t know if there ever 
was a headstone for him or if it 
was destroyed,” said Eric Smith, 
who is coordinating the dedication.

Smith, Delphine Ridgeway  and 
Joyce A. Smith, all members of 
Main Street, had  been researching 
bits of church history separately 
before uniting their efforts a few 
years ago.  They have collected 

artifacts that are now housed in 
Main Street’s history museum in 
the Fredrick Braxton Building 
across the Jefferson Street viaduct 
from the church.

Before he died in 2008, Elder 
D.J. Ward, the 14th pastor of Main 
Street, often talked about find-
ing Braxton’s grave and placing 
a headstone on it. The amateur 

EVENT IS PART OF 150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

Main Street Baptist Church to 
unveil headstone for its founder
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Main Street Baptist Church’s steeple rises above the church building at 608 West 
Main Street. The church is celebrating its 150th anniversary this weekend.
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Take the best smarts 
the University of Kentucky 
students have to offer: en-
gineering savvy, massive or-
ganizational skills, extreme 
marketing, amazing manual 
dexterity. Then harness all that 
to create … the biggest water 
balloon fight in the world. 

 At 11:55 p.m. Friday  on 
Johnson Field, UK’s Christian 
Student Fellowship will at-
tempt to break its own world 
record  of throwing 175,000 
water balloons. Organizers 
 hope for between 12,000 and 
14,000 participants, and  ev-
eryone is welcome.

“It lets people on campus 

know about us,” said Wes 
Benninger, a staffer at the 
increasingly soggy CSF head-
quarters. “Mainly it represents 
the life of Jesus — he was 
about having a good time.”

On Tuesday, a host of vol-
unteers were filling water bal-
loons at two  stations outside 
the CSF building. The intri-
cate stations — taken from a 
design on the Internet — fea-
ture spigots and tiny faucets, 
each small enough to fit inside 

TURNING WATER 
INTO A GOOD TIME

UK Christian group looks to break its water balloon fight record
By Linda B. Blackford

lblackford@herald-leader.com

Students Erica 
Morris, left, 
Adam Roberts 
and Elizabeth 
Ducker filled 
balloons using 
a specially de-
signed water 
balloon filling 
station at 
UK’s Christian 
Student Fel-
lowship center 
on Wednesday. 
Volunteers aim 
to fill 200,000 
balloons by 
Friday for the 
biggest water 
balloon fight 
in the world.
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The UK Christian Student Fellowship had two multi-tap filling 
stations to load the balloons. The group uses the water bal-
loon fight to make itself known on campus. 

See a video and a photo gallery 
and buy photo reprints online.

See a photo gallery online.

 SAN FRANCISCO — Ba-
rack Obama and Mitt Rom-
ney’s battle for the White 
House enters the fantasy 
realm of hand-to-hand com-
bat in a new video game for 
Apple devices that’s meant to 
increase voter turnout.

The candidates wield light-
sabers and baton-like micro-
phones, facing off in the Oval 
Office, the White House lawn 

and the debate stage in Vote, 
from Epic Games’ Chair En-
tertainment. The company 
plans to offer the game for 
free starting Thursday on Ap-
ple’s App Store. It lets users 
of iPods, iPhones and  iPads 
pick either the president or 
his Republican challenger, 
Technical Director Geremy 
Mustard said.

Chair  Entertainment , 
maker of the popular Infinity 

Debate too tame? App gives 
gamers a wilder campaign
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Like Kentucky.com on 
Facebook and enter  to win 
 prizes worth nearly $1,500 
from  Readers’ Choice favorites. 
 Facebook.com/kentuckycom.
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SUMMERTIME FARE 
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This service only provides a referral to a physician. We cannot offer clinical advice, and recommend that you see a physician for advice. If your need is emergent, please call 911 or go to the emergency room.
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Hotel Accommodations
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