
WIRE DISPATCHES

WASHINGTON
Federal sentences
still vary, study finds

Federal judges are still
handing out widely dis-
parate sentences for simi-
lar crimes, 30 years after
Congress tried to create
fairer results, but the dif-
ferences don’t line up with
the party of the president
who appointed the judges, a
study shows.

Sentencing information
from the past five years, an-
alyzed by the Transactional
Records Access Clearing-
house, shows sentences for
the same types of crimes
vary significantly between
judges in the same court-
house.

The analysis showed the
judges who meted out the
harshest average sentences
after trials for three of the
most common types of
crime — drugs, weapons
and white-collar charges —
were split evenly between
the parties.

NEW YORK
Families oppose plan
for 9/11 remains

Families of Sept. 11 vic-
tims are calling for con-
gressional hearings to es-
tablish federal protocols on
how to handle human re-
mains after disasters such
as terrorist attacks.

Family members spoke
at a news conference near
the Sept. 11 memorial on
Sunday, days after Penta-
gon officials revealed that
several victims’ partial re-
mains were incinerated by
a military contractor and
sent to a landfill.

The families said they
oppose a plan to place un-
identified remains of the
New York victims in an un-
derground repository that
they say “desecrates” the
memory of their loved ones.

BRAZZAVILLE, CONGO
200 killed when
arms depot explodes

Buildings collapsed in
the Congolese capital after
an arms depot exploded
Sunday, killing at least 206

people and entombing
countless others including
inside a church where doz-
ens were attending Mass
when it buckled under the
force of the blast, officials
and witnesses said.

The shock waves shat-
tered windows in a three-
mile radius surrounding
the barracks storing the
munitions, including
across the river that sepa-
rates Brazzaville, the capi-
tal of the Republic of Con-
go, from Kinshasa, the cap-
ital of the larger Central
African nation of Congo.

A morgue in Brazzaville
took in 136 bodies Sunday
afternoon, as more con-
tinued to arrive. A hospital
worker reported 70 more
deaths. The death toll is ex-
pected to rise as rescuers
remove debris and discov-
er more bodies.

CARACAS, VENEZUELA
Chavez says same
cancer returned

Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez revealed
Sunday that a new tumor
recently removed from his
pelvic region was of the
same type of cancer as a
baseball-sized growth ex-
tracted from that part of
his body about eight
months ago.

In his first TV appear-
ance in nine days, Chavez,
57, said the surgery and fol-
low-up tests showed the tu-
mor was “a recurrence of
the initially diagnosed can-
cer.”

Read the latest news online
at: courier-journal.com/na-
tionworld

TODAY IN 1982
Comedian John Belushi was found dead of
a drug overdose in a rented bungalow in
Hollywood; he was 33.Nation&World www.courier-journal.com/nationworld
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama said
Sunday he would not hesi-
tate to attack Iran to keep
it from getting a nuclear
bomb, hoping a forceful
assurance will discourage
Israel from launching a
unilateral strike that could
ignite the Middle East and
drag the U.S. into war.

Pleading for time for
diplomacy to work, Oba-
ma warned that “loose talk
of war” was only under-
mining world security.

Addressing a powerful
pro-Israel lobbying group,
Obama delivered mes-
sages to multiple audi-
ences: Israel, Iran, Jewish
voters, a restless Con-
gress, a wary interna-
tional community and
three Republican presi-

dential contenders who
will speak to the same
group Tuesday.

At the core was his bull-
ish assertion that the Unit-
ed States will never settle
for containing a nuclear-
armed Iran or fail to de-
fend Israel.

“I will not hesitate to
use force when it is neces-
sary to defend the United
States and its interests,”
Obama said.

But he framed military
force as a last resort, not
the next option at a time
when sanctions are

squeezing Iran. The presi-
dent seemed intent on qui-
eting a drumbeat for war,
saying even the talk of it
has driven up the price of
oil to the benefit of Iran.

“Now is not the time for
bluster,” Obama said.
“Now is the time to let our
increased pressure sink
in.”

Obama’s speech to the
American Israel Public
Affairs Committee set a
tone for a vital meeting to-
day with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, whose embattled

Mideast nation fears it will
soon lose a window to
strike Iran before it be-
comes a target of nuclear
weapons.

More than once, Obama
threatened force but made
clear his preference was
peace through pressure.

Netanyahu, standing
his ground against what
Israel views as a threat to
its existence, said he per-
haps most appreciated
hearingObama say“Israel
must be able to defend it-
self, by itself, against any
threat.” Speaking to re-
porters in Canada before
his arrival in the U.S., Net-
anyahu made no reference
to the sanctions and diplo-
macy Obama emphasized.

Iran insists its nuclear
program is for peaceful
purposes, and escalating
sanctions have not de-
terred its pursuit. It’s rap-
idly ramped up production
of the higher-grade en-
riched uranium needed
for an atomic bomb.

Obama: We’ll defend interests
President Ba-
rack Obama
arrives to
speak at the
American Is-
rael Public Af-
fairs Commit-
tee’s annual
Policy Confer-
ence at the
Washington
Convention
Center. AP

I won’t ‘hesitate’ to
use force, he says
By Ben Feller
Associated Press

MEMPHIS,Tenn.—Inten-
sifying debate about con-
servative social values —
and Republican icon Rush
Limbaugh — overshad-
owed the nation’s economic
concerns Sunday as the Re-
publican presidential cam-
paignhurtledtowardSuper
Tuesdayconteststhatcould
reshape the nomination
battle and shift the direc-
tion of the Grand Old Party.

Mitt Romney and Rick
Santorum distanced them-
selvesfromLimbaugh,who
boasts a huge conservative
following and recently
apologized for calling a
Georgetown University

law student a “slut” and a
“prostitute”onhisnational-
ly syndicated radio pro-
gram. The woman testified
at a congressional hearing
in favor of an Obama ad-
ministration mandate that
employee health plans in-
clude contraceptive cover-
age.

While the contraception
debate raged on national
television, Newt Gingrich
predicted a strong perfor-
mance Tuesday would res-
urrect his fading candida-
cy. Romney and Santorum
spentSundayracingacross
Georgia, Tennessee, Okla-
homa and Ohio, four of the
ten states to host elections
on Super Tuesday, the big-
gestsinglevotingdayofthe
2012 cycle.

Super Tuesday’s defin-
ing contest could be Ohio,
where Santorum and Rom-

ney have devoted tremen-
dous time and resources in
recent weeks. Santorum’s
performance there could
well define his fate — and
Romney’s — in the roller-
coasterracegoingforward.

“This is a game of sur-
vival,”Santorumsaidwhile
campaigning Sunday in
Memphis, Tenn.

Preparing for the worst,
Romney’s campaign began
preparing for a possible
loss in Ohio, where polls
show the former Massa-
chusettsgovernorlockedin
a dead heat with Santorum,
a former senator from
neighboring Pennsylvania.

“Idon’t thinkanystateis
a must-win,” Romney ad-
viserEricFehrnstromsaid.
“I think the only must-do on
a candidate’s checklist is
getting1,144 delegates.”

But a Santorum victory

in Ohio or broader success
elsewhere will likely en-
sure his place as Romney’s
top rival. And that would
help ensure that the contra-
ceptiondebateandotherso-
cial issues play prominent-
ly in the Republican presi-
dential contest going for-
ward. Santorum has made
headlines in recent days by
emphasizing the need for
two-parent families and
fewer pregnancies out of
wedlock.

Saturday night, Santo-
rum told an Ohio audience
that the nation’s inattention
to conservative social val-
ues is “damning people.”

He tried to avoid the
Limbaugh controversy on
Sunday, however.

“That’s not my busi-
ness,” he said when asked
Sunday about Limbaugh’s
apology.

Social issues dominate GOP race
Candidates make
Super Tuesday bid
By Steve Peoples
Associated Press

Call for more information:
Kentucky: (502) 583-2000
Indiana: (800) 955-6886 (toll-free)
Illinois: (800) 252-1775
Ohio: (800) 589-6446 (toll-free)
Tennessee: (877) 786-7529 (toll-
free)
All numbers for March 4 except
where noted.

POWERBALL
Numbers from March 3
Worth: $50 million
(Last number is POWERBALL)

No six-number winner.
2 five-number plus Power Play
winners: $2 million each.
3 five-number winners: $1 million
each.

KENTUCKY
Pick Three
1 6 1
Pick Four
3 8 8 2

INDIANA
Daily Three
9 2 4
Daily Four
2 7 5 5
Lucky 5
1 3 5 18 36
Numbers from
March 3
Hoosier Lotto
Worth: $2
million
2 8 14 15 32 48
No six-number
winner.
16 five-number
winners: $704
each.

ILLINOIS
Pick Three
Midday – 4 6 5
Night – 5 7 8
Pick Four
Midday –
5 9 5 3
Night – 9 3 3 2
Little Lotto
15 18 19 26 32

OHIO
Pick Three
Midday – 5 9 9
Night – 5 9 2
Pick Four
Midday –
6 0 4 6
Night – 1 4 1 4
Cash Five
2 13 22 36 37

TENNESSEE
Cash Three
9 6 9
Cash Four
3 1 2 0

LOTTERIES

29 30 45 47 49 35

*"1@2BA5:";79
-$7BD

.'@::%
&>86D?6D+;!@2=D+722"#B7:D$

,$B
.3"

$!?@44A4E6"CA2:"D0::022"#B
0,/3<(?(

.3"
)A2=@#6"CA2:".'!""

$68<;4&(,33(%3*(*5/56?""9@'#!6>@?"@(#!A

Benefiting
WishesForWheels

.2=1-7=+-02:)

CJ-0000325415

get today’s deal atTODAY’S DEAL - 50% OFF
Veteran Power Wash

Home Exterior Power Wash
A $200 value for only $100!
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ON THE WEB
Past results,
more information
available at the
following Web sites.
www.kylottery.com
www.hoosierlottery.com
www.illinoislottery.com
www.ohiolottery.com
www.tnlottery.gov
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