
Recently, after Afghan militants 
unleashed sophisticated, syn-
chronized attacks across Afghan-
istan, including in the capital, Ka-

bul, the Pentagon was quick to emphasize 
what hadn’t happened.

“I’m not minimizing the seriousness of 
this, but this was in no way akin to the Tet 
offensive,” said George Little, the Penta-
gon’s top spokesman. “We are looking at 
suicide bombers, RPG (rocket-propelled 
grenade), mortar fire, etc. This was not a 
large-scale offensive sweeping into Kabul 
or other parts of the country.”

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
weighed in similarly.

“There were,” he insisted, “no tactical 
gains here. These are isolated attacks that 
are done for symbolic purposes, and they 
have not regained any territory.”

Even granting the need to spin the as-
saults as failures, the official American re-
action to the coordinated attacks reveals a 
fundamental misunderstanding of guer-
rilla warfare in general and of the type 
waged by the Haqqani network in particu-
lar. It’s a lesson the United States should 
have learned decades ago.

But more than 40 years after the Viet-
nam War’s Tet offensive, after more than a 
decade of war in Afghanistan, the U.S. mil-
itary still doesn’t get it.

When Vietnamese revolutionary forces 
launched the 1968 Tet offensive, attacking 
the South Vietnamese capital of Saigon as 
well as four other major cities and nearly 
150 other sites, they were hoping to spark 
a general uprising. What they did instead 
was give the lie to months of optimistic 
talk by American officials about tremen-
dous strategic gains and a foreseeable vic-
tory.

Just months before Tet, the top U.S. 
commander in Vietnam, Gen. William 
Westmoreland, had claimed there was a 
successful end in sight for America’s war. 
So how, then, were the Viet Cong able to 
launch such a widespread assault?

In the course of the offensive, some 
58,000 revolutionary fighters were killed, 
and their advance was beaten back. But 
guerrillas the world over grasped the les-
son of Tet: It is crucial in a guerrilla war to 
highlight your enemy’s vulnerabilities, its 
helplessness to stop you – and it doesn’t 
have to take 58,000 lives to do that.

The Haqqanis lost only 39 in their re-
cent attacks. And they demonstrated con-
clusively that they are living in 2012, in 
global war-making terms, while the Penta-
gon, in a sense, is still stuck in the mind-set 
of Saigon, 1968.

Panetta noted that the Haqqani fight-
ers had not taken territory. But that wasn’t 
the point. What territory, after all, could 
the Haqqani militants have been out to re-
gain by attacking Kabul’s heavily defended 
diplomatic quarter? The German Embas-
sy? And then what would they have done? 

While Panetta at least granted that the at-
tacks were geared toward symbolic effect, 
he remained strangely focused on their 
tactical significance.

As in Vietnam, the U.S. military in Af-
ghanistan regularly attempts to prove that 
it’s winning via metrics. We get reports of 
enemy captures and body counts, as if the 
conflict can be won on points, like a box-
ing match.

In the Vietnam years, Westmoreland 
and other top U.S. officials were forever 
seeking an elusive “crossover point” _ 
the moment when their Vietnamese foes 
would be losing more fighters than they 
could replace and so would have to capitu-
late. America would win by fighting a war 
of attrition.

But that didn’t work in Vietnam, and it’s 
not working in Afghanistan. More than a 
decade after U.S. forces swept into Kabul, 
what began as a ragtag remnant insur-
gency has grown stronger and continues 
to vex the most destructively powerful, 
best-funded military on the planet. All of 
America’s tactical gains and captured ter-
ritory, especially in the Taliban heartland 
of Helmand province in southern Afghani-
stan, haven’t brought the country any-
where near victory.

As the Haqqanis clearly meant to un-
derscore with their recent coordinated at-
tacks, America’s trillion-dollar military, 
in conjunction with hundreds of thou-
sands of allied Afghan security forces, still 
is incapable of fully securing even a small 
“green zone” in the heart of the Afghan 
capital, much less the rest of the country.

The conflict in Afghanistan began with 
its American commander declaring, “We 
don’t do body counts,” but a quick glance 
at recent U.S. military press releases tout-
ing supposed high-value kills or large in-
surgent body counts indicates otherwise.

As in Vietnam, the United States is once 
again betting on a war of attrition. But the 
enemy hasn’t bought in. Instead of slug-
ging it out toe to toe, in large suicidal offen-
sives, the Haqqanis and their allies have 
planned a savvy, conservative campaign 
meant to save fighters and resources while 
sending an unmistakable message to the 
Afghan population and the American pub-
lic.

The attrition of U.S. support for the war 
is unmistakable. As late as 2009, according 
to a poll by ABC News and the Washington 
Post, 56 percent of Americans believed the 
Afghan war was still worth fighting. Just 
days before the Haqqanis’ coordinated at-
tacks, that number had dropped to 35 per-
cent. Over the same span, the number of 
Americans who are convinced the war is 
not worth fighting jumped from 41 percent 
to 60 percent. The latest Haqqani offensive 
is likely to reinforce these trends.

Nick Turse is the associate editor of TomDispatch.com, 
where a longer version of this piece appears.
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A NATO soldier stands guard at the scene of a attack by Taliban militants in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
sunday, April 15.

Vietnam syndrome back
Insurgents employ Tet tactics in Afghanistan
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KY 40601; or e-mailed to 
rherron@state-journal.com.

Heart of city 
is full of life

To the Editor:
The downtown of any 

county is the undeniable 
heart of the community. 
Downtown Frankfort is the 
undeniable heart of this 
community.  It is where city 
and county business is con-
ducted. It is where unique 
restaurants and small busi-
nesses operate, where our 
primary banking institu-
tions have their main of-
fices, and where our terrific 
museums are located. Long 
ago downtown Frankfort 
was chosen as the location 
for the heart of state govern-
ment. It rises above all other 
communities in the state as 
the capital city of Kentucky.  

W hat is Dow ntow n 
Frankfort Inc? In a nutshell, 
an organization tasked with 
st imulat ing dow ntow n 
economic development in 
Frankfort. The organiza-
tion came into existence in 
1989 when a group of con-
cerned property and busi-
ness owners came togeth-
er to address the needs of 
Frankfort’s downtown com-
mercial district. Some of the 
original founders still own 
property and operate busi-
nesses downtown.  Down-
town Frankfort Inc. survives 
as a partnership between 
the City of Frankfort, Frank-
lin County Fiscal Court, as 
well as corporate and private 
sponsors.  We are a commu-
nity development-minded, 
non-profit organization op-
erating under the Kentucky 
Main Street Program – a pro-
gram founded by the Nation-
al Trust for Historic Preser-
vation in 1979 to address the 
decline of our nation’s down-
towns using guiding princi-
ples of preservation and the 
adaptive reuse of historic 
buildings. Thirty years later, 
this program remains rele-
vant as our community and 
downtown continue to grow 
and change.

Have you been one of the 
thousands of attendees at 
the Summer Concert Series 

on the lawn of the Old State 
Capitol? Downtown Frank-
fort Inc. organizes these ex-
traordinarily popular per-
formances. Have you heard 
about the Governor’s Derby 
Celebration moving down-
town? With pride, we are the 
community’s voice in the 
planning and coordination 
of this rejuvenated event. 
We conduct numerous Art 
Walks throughout the year 
to support local artists and 
merchants, and we celebrate 
the opening of the holiday 
shopping season for our 
downtown merchants by or-
ganizing the annual Candle-
light Tour. But that’s not all 
Downtown Frankfort Inc. 
does;  in addition to all the 
“fun stuff,” we work to mar-
ket and promote downtown 
businesses, draw new busi-
nesses to downtown, con-
nect potential residents with 
available opportunities for 
urban living, and foster new 
cultural endeavors. We are 
working to make the heart of 
Frankfort a pulsating place, 
beating with excitement and 
activity.   

People are taking an inter-
est in Downtown Frankfort 
Inc. because downtown is 
interesting. Historic charm, 
unique residential spaces, 
cultural opportunities and 
bustling small businesses 
truly center downtown as 
the heart of this communi-
ty. The community can be-
come a part of our activities 
by logging on to our website 
at www.downtownfrankfort.
com to learn about the im-
portant functions of Down-
town Frankfort Inc.   

I have no doubt that con-
tinuing a unified approach 
of close affiliation with our 
sister organizations – the 
Frankfort Chamber, Frank-
fort Tourism and KCDC – will 
be successful, and, with the 
support of our local elected 
officials, Downtown Frank-
fort Inc. will succeed in fos-
tering a prosperous sense 
of community and a thriv-
ing downtown – the heart 
of Frankfort and Franklin 
County.  
Terri BenneTT
President

BriTTain Skinner
Executive Director Downtown 
Frankfort Inc. 

Common sense 
on rehiring

To the Editor:
As an absentee grand-

mother, I don’t have a dog 
in this hunt – but I was tru-
ly amazed to read that the 
county music education 
teacher, beloved by students 
and parents alike, whose 
position has been reinstat-
ed, will be required to go 
through the complete appli-
cation/competition process 
as if he had never worked in 
the district before.

In the Mason, Ohio, 
school local district (just 
north of Cincinnati, in Ham-
ilton County), the board has 
just announced the cut-
ting of 150 staff positions for 
school year 2012-2013.  How-
ever, for the next two years, 
any positions that come 

available will be offered to 
the pool of teachers/staff 
released, with no posting or 
application process.  Not un-
til the two years have passed 
will new hires be required to 
complete the regular appli-
cation process.

That not only seems fair, 
it makes sense!  Why is that 
mentality missing here in 
Franklin County?
DeBBie Bramlage
Frankfort

Marriage or 
civil union?

To the Editor:
The debate over same-sex 

marriage continues as each 
state, one by one, votes to al-
low or not allow it.

A “civil union” is the pref-
erence of former President 
Jimmy Carter. Carter did not 
say  – one way or another 
– anything-about same sex 
marriage.

His latest book, “NIV Les-
sons from Life Bible,” reflects 
his continued commitment 
to teaching Sunday school 
in a Baptist church. When he 
challenged Gerald Ford in 
1976, Carter was considered 
the more religious candidate 
and won much of the Deep 
South. Carter reiterated his 
biblical support for marriage 
equality:

“Homosexuality was well 
known in the ancient world, 
well before Christ was born, 
and Jesus never said a word 
about homosexuality. In all 
of his teachings about mul-
tiple things – he never said 
that gay people should be 
condemned. I personally 
think it is very fine for gay 
people to be married in “civil 
ceremonies.” That’s a word-
ing former President Carter 
used to get past civil unions. 
From past elections in oth-
er states on this issue, it ap-
pears a civil union is not the 
issue. Rather, civil union has 
become an alternate consid-
eration.

 “I draw the line in re-
quiring by law that church-
es must marry people. I’m 
a Baptist, and I believe that 
each congregation is autono-
mous and can govern its own 
affairs. So if a local Baptist 
church wants to accept gay 
members on an equal basis, 
which my church does by 
the way, then that is fine. If 
a church decides not to, then 
government laws shouldn’t 
require them to.”
Jim anDerSon STiverS
Frankfort

Slow down 
on Schenkel

To the Editor:
Please slow down when 

you come down Schenkel 
Lane. I think some people 
see how fast they can go. If 
you are going fast and lose 
control, you may run right 
through someone’s mobile 
home, as some are very close 
to the road.
DoTTie Cozine
Frankfort
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By Frank Longo

Answer to 
today’s puzzle

Page D2    n    april 29, 2012   n    THE STaTE JOUrNal    n    Fr aNKFOrT, KENTUCK Y      

niCk turSe


