
degree terroristic threaten-
ing and resisting arrest. 

Holbert said he had a
kitchen butcher knife and an
older-style razor blade, with
which he allegedly threat-
ened his wife.

“She made a statement he
told her he was going to kill
her,” Holbert said. 

The couple’s three chil-
dren were also in the area,
though Holbert was not sure
whether they were in the
house when the alleged
argument occurred. The
couple lives in the house,
Holbert confirmed.

Jeffires had already

allegedly fled by the time 10
members of the New Haven
and Rolling Fork fire depart-
ments arrived on scene
about 7:40 p.m. 

New Haven Fire Chief
Fred DeWitt estimated
Jeffires had used about a
half-gallon of gasoline,
though it was hard to tell. 

“It was pretty much all the
way around the house,”

Rolling Fork Fire Chief
Frank Hall said.

Much of the gasoline was
concentrated around the
front porch and entrance,
DeWitt added. 

“He didn’t have that much

gas there to start with, so we
mainly just let it dry. Once
it’s dry the vapors are gone
and the danger is gone,”
DeWitt explained. “We
don’t really water it down,
because it just spreads it far-

ther.”

Holbert went to Flaget

Memorial Hospital for treat-

ment after the incident and is

now using an air cast and

crutches. 
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Beshear said to reporters.
“His rank partisanship, his
obstructionist attitude has
caused numerous special
sessions and has cost tax-
payers millions of dollars in
unnecessary expenses in
conducting business that
ought to be done in regular
sessions.” 

To essentially hold
Williams solely responsible
for causing the special ses-
sion is unwarranted, Higdon
said. 

“I can’t point the finger at
any one person,” he added.
“I had to accept my portion
of the blame … It’s unfair to
see any one person stopped
this process. The bottom line
is we should have got it done
(Thursday).” 

State Rep. David Floyd
agreed that holding
Williams at fault is unjust,
adding that Beshear is actu-
ally to blame for the delay. 

House Bill 267/High
school drop out bill 

Much of the controversy
surrounding the last day of
the General Assembly cir-
cled around House Bill 267,
which is the budgetary bill
that outlines the $2.4 billion
budget. 

In the overall road plan,
several projects were out-
lined for Nelson County. For
example, the document stat-
ed plans to replace bridges
on U.S. 150 over Beech Fork
Road, U.S. 62 near Simpson
Creek, U.S. 62 over Hinkle
Creek, Old Tunnel Mill
Road (KY 458) and on
Mobley Mill Road over
Froman Creek. Other proj-
ects outlined in the plan
include widening and access
management improvements
on U.S. 31E between
Nazareth Drive and KY 509;

adding a turning lane to U.S.
62 and KY 509; and widen-
ing KY 245 and U.S. 150, as
well as repairing the on- and
off-ramps at the Blue Grass
Parkway interchange at U.S.
150.

“The No. 1 priority would
be the 31E project that goes
from (High Grove) out to the
Spencer County line,”
Higdon said in a prior inter-
view with The Kentucky
Standard. “That’s because
it’s a dangerous section of
highway.”

Another main concern is
repairing the on- and off-
ramps and widening the
roads at the Blue Grass
Parkway interchange at U.S.
150.

“When that thing was
built nobody ever imagined
the traffic that would be
there,” Higdon said in a
prior interview with The
Kentucky Standard.

While the General
Assembly was able to pass
the road plan, it couldn’t
agree on the transportation
budget outlines for the road
plan. 

In his statement to the
press, Beshear acknowl-
edged that he was pleased
that the Assembly was able
to pass an executive budget
on time in the last six years.
But, his happiness soon
dimmed when no agreement
could be made to the trans-
portation budget.  

“(Williams) caused the
Senate to refuse to pass the
transportation budget bill,”
Beshear said. “Without the
transportation budget bill,
we can’t fund any of the
projects in the transportation
plan that had been passed. 

“In a demonstration of
political gamesmanship at
its worst, Senator Williams
adamantly declared that the
Senate would not pass the
highway budget until I
signed the Road Plan first –
without even reading it,”
Beshear said in a statement.

“For the record, the two
Road Plan bills are 398
pages long. As the senator
well knows, the law gives
me 10 days to sign bills. It
does so for a reason. I have
the obligation to thoroughly
review the Road Plan — a
massive bill — to make sure
all projects are in the best
interest of our taxpayers.
And how can I do that if I
don’t even know what fund-
ing accompanies those proj-
ects?”

Not so fast, said Floyd. 
According to Floyd, the

budgetary bill was passed in
the House and Senate.
However, once it reached
Beshear’s desk, the docu-
ment collected dust. 

“(Beshear) refused to sign
it,” Floyd said. “We passed
it. It was the governor who
stopped it.”

Floyd noted that the rea-
son Beshear didn’t want to
sign the road plan was
because he wanted the
House and Senate to pass
the high school drop out bill. 

However, the House and
the Senate had its own ver-
sion of a high school drop
out bill. 

For example, House Bill
216 would increase the high
school drop out age from 16
to 18, which has been sup-
ported by Beshear. 

Under Senate Bill 109,
school boards could raise
the dropout age if the super-
intendent recommended the
motion and the Kentucky
Department of Education
approved it.

According to Higdon, SB
109 was passed in the
Senate, but died in the
House. Likewise with HB
216, where it passed in the
House, but died in the
Senate. 

Currently, neither HB 216
nor SB 109 is necessarily
favored amongst legislators
since each one has a caveat. 

“(Beshear) held out and
played the same game he’s

been lambasting the Senate
for,” Floyd said. “What we
needed was cooperation and
the governor refused to
cooperate.” 

House Bill 4
House Bill 4, aka the “pill

mill” bill, would require the
Attorney General and
Kentucky State Police to
share information regarding
drug diversion and improper
prescribing. It would require
doctors, who prescribe con-
trolled substances, to regis-
ter with and use the
Kentucky All Schedule
Prescription Reporting
(KASPER) system. A por-
tion of the bill allows the
Attorney General the right
to report a doctor to a licens-
ing board, if the Attorney
General’s Office feels the
doctor is not using
KASPER. 

Again with HB 4,
Beshear pointed blame on
Williams.

“In addition, (Williams)
has caused the failure of
House Bill 4, the bill that
would have allowed
Kentucky to take an aggres-
sive stance against illegal
prescription drug abuse,”
Beshear said. “By
(Williams’) failure and by
his actions in not allowing
that bill to pass the Senate,
he is responsible for the con-
tinuing agony of hundreds
of thousands of families
around this state who have
members who are suffering
from various types of drug
abuse. We need that bill.” 

Even Kentucky Attorney
General Jack Conway
expressed his frustration in
the outcome of the bill. 

“It is certainly disappoint-
ing that lawmakers were
unable to pass comprehen-
sive legislation during the
regular session of the
General Assembly to fight
prescription drug abuse in
Kentucky,” Conway said in a

statement. “As lawmakers
renew their discussion of
this important legislation, I
am hopeful they will not use
the Free Conference Report
version of HB 4 as a starting
point, but rather the original
legislation proposed by
Speaker (Greg) Stumbo,
which I supported.”

According to Conway, it’s
extremely vital for law
enforcement to have greater
access to KASPER, so it
could identify drug trends. 

“We need greater regula-
tion of pain clinics to put an
end to entrepreneurs using
prescriptions to line their
pockets with cash and to
ensure that pain clinics are
not dispensing drugs in a
way intended for pharma-
cists,” Conway added. “In its
current form, HB 4 does not
accomplish the goals we
have outlined. Lobbyists for
the medical community
have watered down this bill
to the point that it would
place even greater restric-
tions on law enforcement
access to KASPER data,
making it more difficult to
do the job we are seeking to
do. Lobbyists also persuad-
ed the Senate to remove
another critical portion of
HB 4 that would require
doctors to register and use
KASPER. Currently, only
about 25 percent of pre-
scribers in Kentucky use this
important law enforcement
tool.”

Floyd agreed with
Conway, adding that the dif-
ferent aspects that were
added to HB 4 left it vague
and unclear.

“With all the dynamics
into it … (we) ended with a
watered down, useless piece
of legislation,” Floyd said.
“The final version was not
what anybody wanted, but
no one objected to it.” 

The issue of prescription
pill abuse is something
Higdon feels needs to be
addressed. He sponsored

Senate Bill 2, which would
put stricter regulations on
the facilities, including a
requirement that they be
owned and operated by
Kentucky-licensed physi-
cians. It will mandate that
any facility prescribing or
dispensing narcotics register
with the state’s KASPER
drug monitoring system and
authorizes interstate data
sharing of KASPER infor-
mation. However, SB 2 did-
n’t gain enough momentum. 

All and all, he feels HB 4
was an important issue to be
passed during the last day of
the General Assembly. 

“I thought we had a com-
promise worked out,”
Higdon said, noting that HB
4 is so broad that most legis-
lators found something they
didn’t like about it. 

Higdon feels that legisla-
tors need to put their own
agendas aside and work
toward a middle ground. 

“I think we need to hold
our nose, vote for it and get
it done,” Higdon said. “Our
whole system of govern-
ment is based on compro-
mise.” 

Most of all, come
Monday, Beshear said he’s
to finalize everything and
hopefully have no more spe-
cial sessions.

“Since Sen. Williams
assumed the senate presi-
dency in 2000, the Kentucky
legislature has been ordered
into a special session four
times because of failure to
agree on budget issues,”
Beshear said. “Those ses-
sions cost our Kentucky
families and businesses
nearly $2 million and put
more pay into Sen.
Williams’ pocket. It’s inex-
cusable. Come Monday, I
expect Sen. Williams to be
here to finish the work that
he was elected to do.”
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Bardstown to flush water mains in Botland area
The City of Bardstown will

be flushing water mains  April
16 in Botland, Manton Road
and Pottershop Road and all
side roads in those areas.
There may be some discol-

oration of water and some
trapped air in lines from this.
It is suggested that you not
wash any clothes during these
times. If some of this dis-
colored water gets into your

home, let your tap run for ap-
proximately 10 minutes. If
discoloration or air persists,
call the City of Bardstown at
348-5947.


