
When I arrived home the
other day I caught an unfa-
miliar sight in my backyard.

I didn’t know what it was
at first. By the time I got out
of my car and looked around
the shed I noticed three
people walking up the hill
behind my house.

What I had seen was the
top of one of their heads as
they crossed my fence in the
back on their way to another
home. It made me a little
nervous to know these three
had decided to use my
backyard as their “cut-
through” but then I got
angry.

My anger was not directed
at their laziness for cutting
through my yard but rather
their laziness for not putting
their trash in an appropriate
receptacle. On my way back
to the door, I looked down to
see a cigarette butt, still
burning in my backyard. Ap-
parently, as the trio was
trespassing through my
backyard, one of them also
decided to throw their nasty
cigarette butt down in my
backyard along with another
piece of trash.

I stomped the burning butt
out and grabbed a paper
towel to pick it up all the
while fuming that someone
would toss their litter in my
yard. I absolutely hate litter. I
don’t understand the mindset
to just toss your trash
outside. There are garbage

cans, dumpsters and trash re-
ceptacles all around and if
there’s not one at the
moment you have trash,
there will be when you get
home. I don’t understand the
philosophy of trashing up
your environment with
something that can be easily
disposed of properly. I’ve
helped clean up litter on the
side of the road only to be
astonished at what people
decided to throw out their
windows. A lot of the trash is
from fast-food restaurants,
but you can’t blame the
restaurants. All the blame
lies within the person who
threw the bag, cup, sandwich
wrapping or ketchup
package out the window. You
really can’t place it anywhere
else. 

Not only have I picked up
litter but I’ve also gotten to
the point where I’ve even
written down the license

plate of those I’ve seen throw
paper and trash out their
windows while driving down
the street. I intended to turn
their license plates into the
police. But then I thought,
what that would accomplish?
How can the police do any-
thing if they don’t see it
themselves? So writing the
license plates down was as
far as I ever got with that
idea.

While we try to figure out
a better system for catching
and punishing those who
choose to litter, there are a
few who will continue to
fight the good fight and
clean up our county.

And for those needing a
little extra boost to do the
right thing, Nelson Fiscal
Court and the city of Bloom-
field are offering money to
non-profit organizations that
pick up litter.

The program is funded by
the state. Local government
bodies provide state monies
to non-profit groups that
sign up with local agencies
and agree to clean up a road
for cash.

For Nelson Fiscal Court,
those interested are asked to
pick up one-two miles of
designated roads for $125 a
mile. Vests and garbage bags
are supplied and groups are
asked to pick up the road
within a certain time frame
and take the collected
garbage to the Nelson

County Road Department
dumpster or to any other
dumpster they have access to
for the group.

The City of Bloomfield is
offering the same type of
program for non-profit or-
ganizations in their area, too.

Groups are allowed to
sign up until the money is
gone.

For those interested in
Nelson Fiscal Court’s
program, call Greta Cecil at
348-1800 and she can get
groups signed up and as-
signed a road. Some
organizations have already
signed up but Greta said
there is still money available.
Groups are asked to finish
their cleanup by the end of
the month.

For the City of Bloom-
field, interested groups can
contact Jean Jury at 252-
8222 and get an assigned
road. Bloomfield also pro-
vides vests and garbage
bags. So far, Jean said no
groups have signed up so
now’s your chance to take
advantage of cleaning up
your city and getting re-
warded with funds for your
non-profit group.

Take advantage of this op-
portunity. You’ll be doing a
good deed and getting paid
for it in return. What’s better
than that?
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EDITORIAL LAST PAPER’S POLL

Q: Did you vacation or stay-
cation for Spring Break?

Vacation: 00 percent
Stay-cation: 100 percent

>> Vote in this paper’s poll at www.kystandard.com.
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aa  ggrraanndd  ggooaall

The Bardstown-Nelson County Human Rights
Commission awarded its 2012 Outstanding
Achievement Award Monday night to the Sisters
of Charity of Nazareth.

Celebrating its 200th anniversary this year, the
organization has long been known for its desire
to help those in need. Some of its most direct
forms of Human Rights is the way it has given a
voice and power to women throughout the
world. That achievement not only aids the
women who choose to become Sisters of Chari-
ty  and serve in that capacity but also women the
Sisters have helped through the years either
become more educated so they can help them-
selves or fight oppression in some third-world
countries.

In addition to helping women, the Sisters have
also helped the smallest in our society. One of
the first missions of the religious organization
was an orphanage and school for children left
without parents. Though the orphanage has been
closed for some years, the mission of helping
others remains with the Sisters. For their advo-
cacy work, the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
were honored this year.

According to Susan Gatz, vice president of the
community at the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth,
for the past year the Sisters have been focusing
on two main issues: immigration and human
trafficking. 

With the topic of immigration, the Sisters edu-
cated themselves by watching documentaries, as
well as have paid attention to what’s passed in
the Kentucky Legislature to ensure no one’s
human rights are dismissed. 

As for human trafficking, Gatz said the Sisters
met with a representative from Catholic Chari-
ties in Louisville, which has been working to
spread awareness of the issue.

The representative encouraged the Sisters to
initiate a Nelson County task force to fight the
cause. Gatz noted that a wide array of people
showed up at the first meeting, so they broad-
ened their cause to violence prevention. 

Aside from task forces, the Sisters are also
working hand-in-hand with local business own-
ers to prevent sexual assaults in the area. 

The Sisters also spread awareness of human
trafficking by sponsoring a newsletter once a
month.

The work the Sisters are doing go hand-in-
hand with what the commission is aiming to
provide.

“One of our main goals now is to educate peo-
ple about what their human rights are, how
they’re protected and what to do if they’re not,”
said Sharon Shanks, treasurer of the Human
Rights Commission. “We want to provide the
support and education that the community
needs.”

That goal seems to line up perfectly with the
Sisters’ work. We applaud the Sisters on their
award and their work and the Human Rights
Commission for taking the time to honor those
who help others.
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Clean up area roads for cash
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Red and yellow and pink
and green. Purple and
orange and blue. I can sing a
rainbow, sing a rainbow, too.
Listen with your eyes and
sing everything you see. I
can sing a rainbow, sing
along with me.

I remember singing this
song as a child, but I did not
get the true meaning of the
words, until later in life. A
rainbow, just like society, is
comprised of many people
with different shades of col-
oring. I feel that society puts
way too much emphasis on
the color of one’s skin, and
not the depth of their char-
acter. I’m the first to say,
some get their “C”s mixed
up. It is not about color, but
the person’s character. Color
means vividness, pigment.
Character, on the other hand,
means personality, moral
strength, a person as judged
by actions. I really don’t
know how color outweighs
character for some.

Sometimes, I feel in our

day-to-day grind, we get
mixed up, when looking at
those who are different from
us. Let’s be honest here, the
first thing most people
notice is skin tone. Often, we
make assumptions about
others based on color alone.
Why? As the song suggests,
are we listening with our
eyes?

After a heavy rainstorm, I
find myself lifting my face to
the sky, searching for the

brilliance of the rainbow, just
trying to see how many
colors are loaded into this act
of nature. When I look at
others, I always try to look
past color, and go straight
into the core of that person.
For me, that is where their
character and brilliant colors
reside.

Have you ever spoken
with someone on the phone,
and their personality shines
through the phone lines, and
finally you meet that person?
They turned out to be not
what you expected at all. It
happens to me all the time,
and I find humor in it each
time.

My brother of my soul, as
I see him, owns a boutique in
Elizabethtown, and when I
stop by, he always introduces
me as his sister. Some people
smile, others give way to that
nervous laugh, and then
again others don’t know
what to say, so they say
nothing at all. I really don’t
understand some of their re-

actions, because we are
similar in many ways. He is
blonde, I’m blonde. He is
about 5 feet 6 inches tall, I’m
5 feet 5 inches tall. He loves
fashion, I’m a fashionista.
He is a talker, and I’m a
talker. I tell you what it is,
our characteristics mirror
each other, but our coloring
is different. He is my brother,
I love him, and he is a very
important part of my
rainbow.

So many times we don’t
even realize we are choosing
color over character. Maybe
it is because of our up-
bringing or maybe we had a
bad experience with
someone who is different
from us. One thing is for
sure, all of us bleed red.

So, now aware of the two
“C”s, let’s enjoy each other’s
company in the name of
character. For if we judge by
color, we could be missing
out on wonderful and lasting
relationships. 

Look at the two ‘C’s
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