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Looking for a Zero-Turn Mower?
We have the Top Brands in stock & Ready to Mow!

Conservation district hosts awards banquet
By H. Brian Greene

The Herald-News Staff
hbgreenethn@bbtel.com

FALLS OF ROUGH—The 
Breckinridge County Conserva-
tion District Board hosted its an-
nual awards banquet Thursday, 
March 29 at Rough River Dam 
State Resort Park.

Board chairman Pat Hender-
son recognized the annual poster 
and essay contest winners, as 
well as this year’s Master Con-
servationists.

The theme for this year’s con-
tests was “Where Kentucky’s 
Wild Things Are.” Gracie Laga-
dinos, a student in Deborah Oel-
ze’s class at St. Romuald Inter-
parochial School, read her essay 
which was awarded fi rst place in 
the contest.

Henderson said 447 posters 

for hosting the FFA state land 
judging contest this year. Steven 
Clark was recognized for hosting 
the regional soil judging contest.

Breckinridge County High 
School ag teacher and FFA ad-
visor Rob DeHaven accepted 
soil probes on behalf of the state 
land judging team. Members are 
Katelyn Cromis, Miranda Ken-
dell, Katie Anderson, and Mad-
elyn Willoughby.

Two special presentations 
were made. A plaque was pre-
sented to Dollie Phelps in honor 
of her late husband, Tom, a farm-
er and former Extension agent in 
Breckinridge County.

A plaque was also presented 
to Jim Haagen, who recently re-
tired from the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. Haagen, a 
soil scientist, was recognized for 
his service to the FFA soil judg-

ing contests over the years.
The 2012 Master Conserva-

tionist awards—chosen by the 
board based on the recipients’ 
outstanding stewardship of 
the natural resources on their 
farms—were presented to Ed-
die and Beth Lyons of McQuady 
and Mr. and Mrs. B.L. Dodson of 
Frymire.

The Lyonses operate a cow/
calf operation in the McQuady 
community. Their conservation 
plan has included the application 
of a rotation grazing system; in-

were entered by students this 
year. The fi rst place winner in 
the poster contest was Reese 
DeHaven, a student in Carol 
Smith’s class at St. Romuald. 
Along with a certifi cate of 
award, DeHaven was presented 
a $100 check from the conser-
vation district and a $25 check 
from Breckinridge County Farm 
Bureau.

The second place winner was 
Danielle Leach, a student in Da-
vid Roach’s class at Hardinsburg 
Elementary School. Third place 
went to Larissa Durbin, a student 
in Kaitlin Baetzel’s class at Ben 
Johnson Elementary School. The 
school winner was Olivia Biggs, 
a student at Custer Elementary. 
Leach, Durbin, and Biggs all re-
ceived certifi cates of award and 
$50 checks.

Joe Burke was recognized 

stallation of embankment ponds 
with pipelines and cattle water-
ers; stream, pond, and woodland 
fencing; establishment of ripar-
ian forest and fi lter strip buffers; 
stream crossings; pasture and 
hayland planting; and pasture 
renovation.

The Dodsons operate an inte-
grated farming enterprise includ-
ing grain and a cow/calf opera-
tion in the Frymire community. 
Their conservation plan has in-
cluded the installation of wood-
land fencing; heavy use feeding 

area; pasture renovation; con-
servation tillage; no tillage; crop 
residue management; across-the-
slope planting of row crops; and 
establishment of permanent veg-
etation on conservation reserve 
acreage.

The practices established by 
both the Lyonses and the Dod-
sons have controlled sheet and 
rill erosion and enhanced wa-
ter quality while improving the 
health and vigor of woodland 
and forages readily available to 
sustain the herd of beef cattle.

By Gracie Lagadinos
Wildlife conservation is the 

preservation of wildlife and their 
environment. Kentucky’s wild-
life is very beautiful and attracts 
a large amount of Kentucky’s 
tourist. Kentucky is on e of the 
most ravishing states fi lled with 
many forest, various bodies of 
water, and numerous state parks, 
wildlife conservation is impor-
tant.

Habitat loss is the most serious 
problem facing Kentucky’s wild-
life today. Many places in Ken-
tucky where wild animals one 
roamed are now covered with 
railroads, sub-divisions, large 
offi ce buildings and factories. 
Various species have become 
extinct in Kentucky throughout 
the years. Some species of wild-
life have been reduced so much 
that the organisms are not able to 
survive in their natural environ-
ment.

People themselves created the 
need for wildlife conservation. 
Most Species of wildlife are 
threatened by humans destroy-
ing their habitat. Chemicals from 
sewage waste fertilizers, and 
pesticides build up in bodies of 
water, overfl owing and polluting 
the water in the soil. Animal that 
eat the other organisms affected 
by the pollutants also become 
infected. Over hunting and citi-
zens not following Kentucky’s 
laws associated with hunting 
is another problem. Such laws 
include, having an appropriate 
hunting license and deer permit.

Have you ever wondered 
what you could do to help? 
Kentucky has non-government 
groups and agencies that help 
restore destroyed wildlife habi-
tat and help maintain a steady 
living condition for the organ-
isms. The government also pays 

farmers to “set aside” a section 
of their land, to provide habitat 
for wildlife. During the process 
of “set aside” farming landown-
ers do not alternate certain areas 
of their land to allow vegetation 
to grow and wildlife to develop 
safely. The use of fertilizers is 
not permitted on set-aside land. 
I think this is a great way to mo-
tivate Kentucky’s landowners 
since nearly all Kentuckians own 
some amount of acreage and 
about 95% of Kentucky’s land is 
privately owned.

Kentucky also has many pro-
grams and organizations to help 
conserve the wildlife and their 
environment. The Department 
of Fishing and Wildlife has cre-
ated the Backyard Wildlife Hab-
itat Program which encourages 
children to take care of wildlife 
habitat and creating habitats in 
their “backyard”. By doing such 
things as placing bird feeders 
outdoors, putting up nest boxes, 
or simply planting vegetation 
outdoors you are benefi tting the 
wildlife. Biologists are no avail-
able to work with interested 
landowners owing twenty-fi ve 
acres or more to help create suit-
able habitats for wildlife. Brush 
piles are a pile of limbs arranged 
to permit entry of small wildlife 
to keep away larger animals that 
may prey upon them.

Mowing is one of the most 
common techniques of wildlife 
conservation, even though many 
who mow their lawn don’t real-
ize that there actually managing 
habitat. For most landowners, 
mowing is simply a way to keep 
their land from growing up into 
“weeds”. However, unless some 
thought is put into mowing wild-
life may suffer. Mowing during 
spring and summer and may kill 
nesting and young animals if not 

carefully done. Wildlife needs 
unaffected areas that have grown 
up during the summer for pro-
tection in harsh winter weather. 
The height and frequency of 
cutting for lawns also affect the 
wildlife’s habitat; they can be 
improved by maintaining a grass 
height of 3 inches. Arranged 
burning is an alternative for 
managing many fi elds. Although 
burning requires more effort and 
planning, it’s usually more cost 
effi cient and less time consum-
ing, and produces many wildlife 
benefi ts. Prescribed burning re-
moves excess leaf rubbish that 
limits vegetation growth and 
wildlife use. It also reduces in-
vasion of trees and other vegeta-
tion.

Streams are a vital part of 
wildlife habitat. Not only are 
streams a source of water but, 
vegetation associated with 
streams determined how ben-
efi cial the stream is for its en-
vironment. Sections of vegeta-
tion along streams are retained 
for environmental benefi ts are 
known as streamside manage-
ment zones. The zones are im-
portant because their fertile soil 
produces prosperous wildlife. 
The vegetation also casts shade 
over the aquatic life so proper 
oxygen and temperature levels 
can be maintained. Streamside 
management zones also impact 
water quality by fi ltering soil 
runoff, pesticides and fertilizers.

Kentucky’s wildlife is very 
beautiful and valuable to the 
state’s economy. I think wildlife 
conservation should be one of 
our main priorities in the present 
and the future. Eventually many 
species may become extinct and 
there is nothing we can do af-
terwards except wonder Where 
Kentucky’s Wild Things Are....

Where Kentucky’s Wild Things Are...
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ABOVE—Winners in this year’s poster 
contest sponsored by the Breckinridge 
County Conservation District are, from 
left, Olivia Biggs, Custer Elementary, 
school winner; Larissa Durbin, Ben 
Johnson Elementary, 3rd place; and Re-
ese DeHaven, St. Romuald Interparochial 
School, 1st place. Not pictured, Danielle 
Leach, Hardinsburg Elementary, 2nd 
place.

LEFT—The winning essay in this year’s 
contest was written by Gracie Lagadinos, 
a student at St. Romuald Interparochial 
School.

 


