
A2 TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2012   FROM THE FRONT PAGE   LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM

“It encouraged me to go 
where other people weren’t,” 
she said. “I look back on 
those years now and think, 
that’s what I went to medical 
school to do. I felt I was in a 
special place and I needed to 
do it correctly and I needed 
to do a good job ... to be a 
patient’s advocate. I consider 
it an honor that I could be 
there at that particular point 
in time.”

Being HIV-positive no 
longer is a death sentence, 
she said, but she still sees 
patients who are at risk from 
other factors.

“I’ve watched considerable 
change to where I can sit in 
the examining room and say, 
‘You’re not going to die of 
your HIV disease. But if you 
don’t quit smoking, you’re 
going to die of your lung can-
cer.’”

Obesity among Kentuck-
ians — even those who have 
HIV — is a chronic problem 
that troubles Hoven.

“Obesity is an epidemic 
in our country,” Hoven said. 
“One of the big challenges we 
have is that these (HIV-posi-
tive) patients get overweight 
just like everybody else. In 
the HIV population, for so 
long these folks were skinny, 
they were malnourished ... 
and now they develop the 
same problems the general 
population does.”

Dr. Michael Karpf, the 
University of Kentucky’s exec-
utive vice president for health 
affairs, said Hoven’s election 
“is a great accomplishment 
and acknowledgement for Dr. 
Hoven and for Kentucky to 
have someone serve in this 
leadership position in the na-
tion’s largest physician organi-
zation.” 

As AMA president, Hoven 
will travel between her Lex-
ington home, the Chicago 
base of the AMA and the 
Washington AMA advocacy 
office. 

A year from now when she 
is president, one of the issues 
that will be in the forefront, 
no matter what happens to 
President Barack Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act, is afford-
ability of access to care, par-

ticularly for those with low 
incomes who do not receive 
employer-sponsored health 
insurance.

“Whatever the Supreme 
Court does, ... the AMA will 
be in a position to advocate 
for what is best to patients,” 
Hoven said. “We have a long-
standing policy of wanting 
to have access to care for all 
Americans.”

Hoven was president of 
the Kentucky Medical As-
sociation from 1993 to 1994 
and was elected to the AMA 
Board of Trustees in 2005. 
She has been a member of the 
AMA’s Group Practice Advi-
sory Committee, among other 
task forces and panels.

Hoven was born in Cin-
cinnati and received her 
undergraduate degree in mi-
crobiology and her medical 
degree from UK, where she 
later received the College 
of Medicine’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award and the 
KMA Distinguished Serv-
ice Award. Hoven completed 
internal medicine and infec-
tious disease training at the 
University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill.

She is currently medical 
director of the Bluegrass Care 
Clinic, an infectious-disease 
and HIV/AIDS practice af-
filiated with the UK medical 
school.

Hoven is married, with 
one stepdaughter and two 
grandchildren. In her spare 
time, which she says is lim-
ited and often found while 
traveling on airplanes, she en-
joys needlepoint and reading, 
particularly mysteries. She 
enjoys the puzzle aspect of a 
good mystery novel, she said. 
“They are fun things that get 
my brain working,” she said.

Nonetheless, the beach 
walks that are among her oth-
er favorite activities might be 
few during the next two years 
as she gears up for and serves 
her year as AMA president.

“The honor here is that 
I’ve been given a large re-
sponsibility, of which I’m very 
aware,” Hoven said. “We have 
the opportunity to take medi-
cine, to take health care, to a 
better place.”

Cheryl Truman: (859) 231-3202. 
Twitter: @CherylTruman.
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A seven-year investigation 
into home run king Barry 
Bonds yielded a guilty verdict 
on only one count of obstruc-
tion of justice in a San Francis-
co court last year, with the jury 
deadlocked on whether Bonds 
lied to a grand jury when he 
denied knowingly taking per-
formance-enhancing drugs.

Late Monday, as the jury 
foreman read the acquittal 
on the final count, Clemens 
bit his lower lip and rubbed a 
tear from his eye.

Clemens, family members 
and his lawyers took turns ex-
changing hugs. At one point, 
Clemens and his four sons 
gathered in the middle of the 
courtroom, arms interlocked 
like football players in a huddle, 
and sobbing could be heard. 
Debbie Clemens dabbed her 
husband’s eyes with a tissue.

Accused of cheating to 
achieve and extend his suc-
cess — and then facing felony 
charges that he lied about it 
— Clemens declared outside 
the courthouse, “I put a lot of 
hard work into that career.”

Prosecutors declined to 
comment as they left the 
courthouse. But the U.S. At-
torney’s Office said in a writ-
ten statement, “The jury has 
spoken in this matter, and we 
thank them for their service. 
We respect the judicial pro-
cess and the jury’s verdict.”

The first attempt to try 
Clemens last year ended in 
a mistrial when prosecutors 
played a snippet of video 
evidence that previously had 
been ruled inadmissible.

Still, Monday’s verdict is 
unlikely to settle the matter 

in sports circles as to whether 
Clemens cheated in the latter 
stages of a remarkable career 
that extended into a period 
in which performance-en-
hancing drug use in baseball 
was thought to be prevalent. 
Clem ens himself told Con-
gress at the 2008 hearing that 
“no matter what we discuss 
here today, I’m never going to 
have my name restored.”

A crucial barometer comes 
this fall, when Clemens’ name 
appears on the Hall of Fame 
ballot for the first time. His 
statistics normally would make 
him a shoo-in for baseball’s 
greatest honor, but voters 
have been reluctant to induct 
premier players such as Mark 
McGwire and Rafael Palmeiro 
whose careers were tainted by 
allegations of drug use.

Clemens capped his career 
with age-defying  performances. 
He went 18-4 and won his sev-
enth Cy Young Award at the 
age of 41, and the next year 
posted a career-best 1.87 ERA. 
His 4,672 strikeouts ranked 
third in baseball history.

The government’s case re-
lied heavily on the testimony 
of Clemens’ longtime strength 
coach, Brian McNamee, who 
testified he injected Clemens 
with steroids in 1998, 2000 
and 2001 and with HGH in 
2000. McNamee produced a 
needle and other materials 
he said were from a steroids 
injection of Clemens in 2001, 
items that McNamee said he 
stored in and around a Miller 
Lite beer can inside a FedEx 
box for six years.

But McNamee was the 
only person to claim firsthand 
knowledge of Clemens using 
steroids and HGH, and even 
prosecutors conceded their star 
witness was a “flawed man.” 
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be created to prevent civil 
war,” Obama said, sitting 
next to the Russian leader.

Putin said, “We have 
found many common points 
on this issue.”

He said the two countries 
would continue discussions.

Obama described the 
meeting — rescheduled after 
Putin canceled his trip to an 
economic summit meeting 
Obama hosted at Camp Da-
vid last month — as “candid, 
thoughtful and thorough.”

The two men also discussed 
their joint efforts, along with 
Europe and China, to rein in 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions. Even 
as they were meeting on the 
outskirts of a world economic 
summit meeting in Mexico, 
tough talks on Tehran’s nucle-
ar program were under way in 
Moscow. Obama said he and 
Putin had “emphasized our 
shared approach” and agreed 
there was still “time” for diplo-
macy to work.

Obama’s attempt to reset 
relations with Russia had be-
gun with Putin’s predecessor, 
Dmitri A. Medvedev, who 2½ 
months ago said that “these 
were perhaps the best three 
years of relations between 
Russia and the United States 
over the last decade.”

But this first meeting be-
tween Obama and Putin as 
leaders of their respective 
countries could not come at a 
more fraught time. Russia and 
the United States are clash-
ing over a series of difficult 
issues: the U.S. deployment 

of a missile defense system 
that Putin considers a threat, 
pending legislation in Con-
gress that blocks visas and 
freezes assets of Russian of-
ficials linked to human rights 
abuses, and statements from 
the State Department about 
the protests that greeted Pu-
tin’s inauguration that left the 
Russian leader fuming.

But the biggest irritant 
right now is Syria, a longtime 
ally whose leader Russia has 
continued to defend in the 
face of condemnation from 
the West over Assad’s bloody 
crackdown on democracy pro-
testers. Russia has opposed 
Western intervention and, 
by some accounts, continues 
to arm the forces of Assad. 
On Saturday, the United Na-
tions suspended its observer 
mission in Syria because of 
the escalating violence. The 

move was widely viewed as 
an attempt to pressure Russia 
to intervene to assure that 
the observers are not the tar-
gets of Syrian forces or their 
sympathizers. 

The returned tensions 
come at a time when the Unit-
ed States is heavily dependent 
on Russian cooperation for its 
military operations in Afghan-
istan. With Pakistan cutting 
off supply lines to Afghani-
stan, the so-called northern 
distribution network through 
Russia is the primary rein-
forcement route for the U.S. 
war on the Taliban.

That all of this is happen-
ing in the middle of an elec-
tion campaign is not lost on 
the White House, especially 
given the recent assertion 
by Mitt Romney, Obama’s 
Republican opponent, that 
Russia is the United States’ 

biggest strategic threat. The 
comments were widely ridi-
culed in foreign policy circles 
but nonetheless felt in Mos-
cow. The Obama adminis-
tration dismissed Romney’s 
remarks as election-year pos-
turing. But Putin has been 
doing some muscle-flexing 
of his own, and White House 
officials have been sounding 
increasingly impatient in the 
past few days.

“We have had a very sub-
stantial difference with Rus-
sia on the issue of Syria,” 
said Benjamin Rhodes, direc-
tor for strategic communica-
tions at the National Security 
Council. “And we’ve been 
working to get the Russians 
to come in line with, frankly, 
the broad international com-
munity. This is not just an 
issue between the United 
States and Russia.”
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President Barack Obama laughed Monday while listening to Russia’s President Vladimir Putin before the opening of the first 
plenary session of the Group of 20 Summit in Los Cabos, Mexico.

ANDRES LEIGHTON | ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Barack Obama’s motorcade approached the Fiesta Americana Grand Los Cabos  Resort 
on Monday for a meeting with Mexico’s President Felipe Calderón before the G20 Summit.

CAROLYN KASTER | ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATHENS, Greece — 
Greece’s election result has 
eased fears of imminent fi-
nancial disaster for Europe, 
but the continent’s leaders 
are still searching for a way 
to contain a debt crisis that 
threatens the global economy.

A narrow victory for the 
New Democracy party in 
Greece means the country 
is more likely to stick to the 
harsh austerity terms of its 
$300 billion bailout and not 
face a chaotic exit from the 
euro in the very near future 
— an event many fear would 
destabilize Europe and send 
shock waves through the 
world.

The country’s economy 
is still in a very vulnerable 
state, however. It is in a fifth 

straight year of recession 
and easily could deteriorate 
to point where a default and 
euro exit were inevitable.

Europe is struggling to 
put out several fires, not just 
the one in Greece. Heavily 
indebted Spain and Italy saw 
their borrowing costs rise 
Monday, increasing pressure 
on their government finances 
and keeping alive fears that 
another big bailout might be 
needed. That would consid-
erably strain the eurozone’s 
ability to protect its members 
and keep the currency union 
together.

“The crisis is far from 
over,” Commerzbank analyst 
Christoph Weil said in a note 
to investors. “A sovereign de-
fault by Greece and the coun-
try’s exit from the monetary 
union have probably been 
avoided for the time being. “

The eurozone’s challenges 
run deep. The economy is 
expected to shrink this year, 
with the so-called peripheral 
countries like Greece and 
Spain in painful recession. 
Many of its banks remain on 
life support, propped up by 
emergency credit from the 
European Central Bank.

Europe is a substantial 
trading partner with the rest 
of the world. If it falls into a 
deep recession sparked by a 
default in Greece or a mas-
sive bailout for Spain, orders 
for goods made in the United 
States and China are going to 
start falling off.

No clear route out of the 
crisis has been laid out, and 
expectations are uncertain 
whether a summit of Euro-
pean leaders in Brussels on 
June 28 and 29 will prove 
any more convincing than 
previous ones that failed to 
restore confidence.

“The crisis in Greece 
and the eurozone remains 
intense,” Fitch Ratings said. 
“While the risks from Greece 
have fallen for now, the se-
verity of the systemic crisis 
engulfing the eurozone is 
unlikely to diminish until 
European leaders articulate a 
credible road map that would 
complete monetary union 
with much greater fiscal and 
financial integration.”

One beneficiary of Sun-
day’s result in Greece might 
be President Barack Obama, 
who has urged European 
leaders to take more vigorous 
action to avoid a threat to the 
U.S. and global economies. 
The election win for New 
Democracy increases the 
likelihood that any disruptive 
Greek exit from the eurozone 
would not happen until after 
Obama faces Mitt Romney in 
the November U.S. presiden-
tial election.

SPAIN, GREECE STILL IN PAINFUL RECESSION

Relief in Europe following 
Greek vote likely fleeting

By David McHugh and 
Menelaos Hadjicostis

Associated Press


