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BLOOMING
IN THE FACE OF 

ADVERSITY

Amid New Circle Road’s concrete and cars, 
a bit of sunshine has broken through the 
 pavement. This sunflower found a crack 
in the curb along the median under the 
 Winchester Road overpass. Despite the 
lack of rain in Lexington in recent weeks, 
 wildflowers and weeds appear to be thriving. 
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 WASHINGTON — Roger 
Clemens was acquitted Mon-
day on all charges that he 
obstructed and lied to Con-
gress in denying he used 
performance-enhancing drugs 
to extend his long career as 
one of the greatest and most-
decorated pitchers in baseball 
history.

Fierce on the pitching 
mound in his playing days, 
Clemens was quietly emo-
tional after the verdict was 
announced. 

“I’m very thankful,” he 
said, choking up as he spoke. 

“It’s been a hard five years,” 
said the pitcher, who was re-
tried after an earlier prosecu-
tion ended in a mistrial.

Clemens, 49, was charged 
with two counts of perjury, 

three counts of making false 
statements and one count of 
obstructing Congress when he 
testified at a deposition and at 
a nationally televised hearing 
in February 2008. The charges 
centered on his repeated deni-
als that he used steroids and 
human growth hormone dur-
ing a 24-year career that pro-
duced 354 victories.

This case was lengthy, but 
the deliberations were rela-
tively brief. Jurors returned 
their verdict after less than 10 
hours over several days. The 
outcome ended a 10-week 
trial that capped the govern-
ment’s investigation of the 
pitcher known as “The Rock-
et” for the fastball he retained 
into his 40s. He won seven Cy 
Young Awards, emblematic of 
the league’s best pitcher each 
year, in a 24-year career with 
the Red Sox, Yankees, Blue 
Jays and Astros.

The verdict was the latest 
blow to the government’s le-
gal pursuit of athletes accused 
of illicit drug use.

CASE STEMMED FROM 
DRUG TESTIMONY

By Joseph White
Associated Press
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The verdict was the latest 
blow to the government’s 
legal pursuit of athletes 

accused of illicit drug use. 
A seven-year investigation 

into home run king 
Barry Bonds yielded 

a guilty verdict on only one 
count of obstruction of 

justice last year.

Lexington infectious-dis-
ease physician Ardis Hoven 
has been named president-
elect of the American Medi-
cal Association at the orga-
nization’s annual meeting in 
Chicago.

Hoven ran unopposed and 
will become the 168th presi-
dent of the AMA at its 2013 
meeting. She will be the third 
woman to hold the job.

 Hoven, 67,  was at the fore-
front of physicians battling 
the first wave of AIDS.  The 
experience showed her that 
she had made the right choice 
going into infectious-disease 
medicine, she said.

HOVEN WANTS TO SEE HEALTH 
CARE IN ‘A BETTER PLACE’

Lexington 
doctor will 
lead AMA 

in 2013

By Cheryl Truman
ctruman@herald-leader.com

 SAN JOSE DEL CABO, Mexico — Presi-
dent Barack Obama and his Russian counter-
part, Vladimir V. Putin, finally had their face-
to-face meeting Monday, as Obama pressed 
Putin to work with him to ease President 
Bashar Assad of Syria out of power, a move 
increasingly viewed by the West as the only 
way to end the bloodshed that has been under 
way there for more than a year.

But after a two-hour meeting, it was un-
clear whether Obama had had any success 
bringing around Putin.

“We agreed that we need to see a cessation 
of the violence, that a political process has to 

LEADERS FIND ‘COMMON POINTS’

Syria dominates 
meeting of 

Obama, Putin

By Helene Cooper
New York Times News Service

Dr. Ardis Hoven
is medical 
director of 

the Bluegrass 
Care Clinic, an 

 infectious-
disease and 

HIV/AIDS 
 practice 

 affiliated with 
the  University 
of Kentucky 

medical school.

Write your own caption
Facebook.com/Kentuckycom: Go to our Facebook page and write 
your own caption. Here’s what our Facebook fans wrote Monday:

 “Bloom where you are planted!” — Eva Miller

 “Overcome all odds, and you will shine!” — Tanya Neace

 “A beauty not to be denied.” — Pat Mays

Presidents Vladimir Putin of Russia and Barack 
Obama of the United States talked to the media 
Monday after their meeting.
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A Family of Doctors for Your Family
Asma Murad, M.D. and Umar Murad, M.D., formerly of Beaumont Medical Center,
is now part of Saint Joseph Primary Care Associates. Dr. Asma Murad is board
certified by the American Board of Family Practice and Dr. Umar Murad is board
certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine. Common services include
annual physical examinations; preventive health consultations; weight loss;
smoking cessation program; and care of all acute and chronic illnesses,
including hypertension, asthma, and diabetes.

APPOINTMENTS
Call 859.223.0007
1000 Monarch Street
Suite 210
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