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EDUCATIONAL UNION THRU COOPERATION
Plans for merging the city and county school systems

here in Jefferson County have developed more confusion
as the discussions have been promoted by leaders in both
areas. At least that is so as regards some of the phases of
the proposed merger.

There are, looking toward the future, and without a
doubt, possibilities for correlating the entire county's edu-
cational activities and processes as a unit. The mere fact
that county areas, through city expansion, are becoming
more and more urban serves to verify such assumption.

But with all the light that has been shed on the gen-

eral situation by the public discussions during the past few
months, open-mind- ed observers have yet to see justifica-
tion for immediate steps toward the merger. The whole
situation is changing growing into something different as
the entire area becomes more densely populated.

The course which, to us, promises most toward a satis-
factory solution in the interest of future developments is
that of close cooperation between the two boards for the
present, looking toward a possible merger within the next
few years. It doesn't seem susceptible to being pushed by
an over application of artificial pressure.

It has been brought out that there is a limit to the
program of improvements which would be expected im-

mediately following a merger. Those in charge of both
present systems have declared that their prospects for rev-

enue are not very promising for drastic changes for im-

provement.
Meanwhile all of our citizens should lend their minds

to consideration of the schools and let those minds be open
for enlightenment, as may come as the situation develops in
the course of time.
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Tournament time!
And this year Kentucky is going

to have four of its six major col-

leges and universities in three
tournaments which are the polden
pathway to the Olympic Trials.

That speaks volumes about the
quality of basketball teams that
are chances of

has more will

University of and
tue the Southeastern
Conference, eoes to N. C. A.
A.

University of Louisville and
Western College, by
of taking on all comers, no mat-
ter how tough, coming up,
both of with remarkably
successful seasons, will play in
the National Invitational.

And rough, tough little Mur-
ray, runner-u- in the Ohio Valley
Conference championship, will
play in the N. A. I. B. tournament.
The quality of the Thoroughbreds
court came is proven by the down-to-the-wir- e

battle they gave
before losing by only a

couple of points.
The winner of each these

tournaments is to play in
the Olympic Trials, along with
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winners of some AAU elimination
tournaments. Wouldn't it be
something if three Kentucky
teams each won their "trial by
fire!" It won't happen, of course.
But I can dream, can't

As a matter of fact, Murray and
UK have better than average

cause well, our big state scnooi
simply is a basketball power-

house and the boys play best
when chips are

It is much less likely that
Louisville, which ranks about
13th in the nation, and Western
ranked about 18th, can either one j

come throuch the Invitational i

which will be the toughest of
big tourneys. In the first place,
they are likely to be matched
a;ainst each other in first
round!

No matter who wins what,
though, our state institutions
this year have decisively proved
to the sports world that hoss racin'
and elbow bending aren't the
only sports for which the Blue- -

grass State is justly famous!
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Sparks and Sundries

By Samut-- H. Stuart

TO ONE troine about from
nlace to dace and hearine many
people express themselves is of- -
ten apparent that too many
Americans have something of an
abject attitude toward the gov-

ernment. The government in a
republic should never be regard
ph n a lnftv and dread force over
the individual. It is not superior The decision reversed a ruling
t0 the citizen but is designed to of Franklin Circuit Judge Wil-b- e

his servant collectively he is liam B. Ardery, who upheld con-th- e

dominant force, the master, tentions of the Kentucky Cham-FRO-

THIS rather prevalent ber of Commerce in which a new
attitude of cringing to a certain method of distribution was sought
degree before ofiicialdom there is The Appellate Court said that for
danger that an actual autocratic more than a century public school
control might be encouraged to funds have been distributed

"Eternal vigilance is the der the present formula and that
price of liberty and without
true independence of mind vigi- -
lance is inclined to be relaxed
and would-b- e despots encouraged.
When we are opposed to some
government practice or feel that
it represents some threat to our
pi oper freedom we should say so
firmly and boldly. The citizen is
of the ruling class he is vested
with the power of the state in
his own right, too much modesty
and abjection does not become
one posssessed of such preroga-
tives. To fail to maintain this at-

titude is to encourage high-hand- ed

officials who. in time, might
turn into tyrants unendurable
in a free economy.

THE NECESSITY of citizens
maintaining a vigilant attitude to
assure their civil righls being re-

spected may be seen from this
experience which occurred sev;
eral years ago. I had a lair claim
on a state agency to collect a cer-

tain sum of money. To file the
claim I was charged a fee, which
I paid with a check. Though I
pressed the claim I was put off
on one and another pretext until
those in office at the time were
voted out. Renewing my claim
confidentially, I was advised tc
employ a lawyer, which I did.
Upon investigating, he found
that my claim, for which I had
paid a fee, was not recorded and
ho refused to press the case, say-

ing it had run so long that it
would be hard to straighten out
the snarl. Taking my cancelled
check to the agency to which I
had paid the fee, I explained the
circumstances and asked for a re
fund of my money.

THE CLERK asked me to leave
the check and call later, that the
man in charge of such matters
was out. I agreed but as I turned
away I saw him pick up the
check, tear it in two and flip it
in the wasttbasket! I let is pass
but resolved never again to be
deprived of my proper rights in
such a way again and I never
forgot those who abrogated them
Such an instance proves that the
spirit of an officialdom is not al
ways what it should be. My mis
take was in not getting a lawyer
to represent nje in the first place

there are times when it is not
enough to know one's rights bu
they must be enforced by legal
means.

WINGS OF PEACE
Aeroplane, aeroplane
Masterpiece of human brain,
Will you bring tht longed-fo- r

day
When war-clou- ds shall melt

away
Men no longer fight and slay?

Will it bo on shining wing,
Yours, dove-lik- e, true peace to

bring,
Breaking down the false Ideal
Causing men to hate and kill
And, instead, to bring good-wil- l?

f
Perhaps, in some fair future

time,
Men who heights of heaven

climb
Will all forswear tht bomb and

gun
And, mounting high against the

sun,
Prove truly that the world is one

Hopewell News
By Miss Jonnie Seiti

The young adult fellowship
mot-tin- was held at the Presby-
terian church Monday night at
7:30. An enjoyable evening was

uy uiose present, inrce
films were shown; also games
played and refreshments were
served. We hope every member
will be present at the next meet-
ing.

Mr. and Mrs. George Walden
and Mary Kutherine Knight were
after church guests for dinner of
Mr. and Mrs. Acie Cook, in Louis-
ville.

Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Moody and
baby visited Mrs. Nelson Moody
and son.

Mrs. May B. Seitz, Mr. Edgar
Seitz and son called on Mr. and
Mrs. Claude Markwell, Sunday
afternooon.

Mrs. Edgar Soitz called on Mrs.
Chester Frederick, recently.
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The Kentucky Court of Appeals
held that distribution of $26,212,
500 in annual public school funds
to local school districts must be
on the basis of children living
within a school district and not
based on the average daily at- -

tendance in public schools,

a Constitutional Amendment will
be necessary to bring about a
change.

Had the Chamber of Commerce
suit been successful, districts with
a heavy parochial school popula
tion would have suffered heavily.

The number of cases of tuber
culosis is on the increase in Ken
tucky, although the death rate is
steadily declining, the Kentucky
Tuberculosis Sanatoria Commis-
sion said in its annual report
There are some 12,000 cases in the
state at present, the report said.
The state s six tuberculosis hospi
tals admitted 1,000 patients last
year, discharged 485 with medical
advice and transferred 58 to other
hospitals.

George L. Johnson, director of
the Department of Agriculture's
Division of Weights and Measures
said that all of the state's gasoline
pumps between 40,000 and 50,
000 of them will be tested for
accuracy by June. The Division
has already started the inspec
tions. It is charged by law with
seeing that all commercial scales
and measuring devices are ac
curate.

Commissioner of Motor Trans
portation John M. Kinnaird an
nounced the appointment of
George Macklin Catlett,
old Frankfort attorney, as coun
scl for the Department of Motor
Transportation.

Establishment of a committee
to hear grievances of state era
ployees and appeals from the
State's Personnel Rules and Regu
lations was announced by George
T. Stewart, director of Personnel,
employees who icel they are
being treated unfairly, particu-
larly in the matters of wages,
hours and working conditions,
may take their grievances to the
committee after failing to be
satisfied by supervisors in the
agency for which they work. Em-
ployes may appeal personally or
through representatives of their
choosing or both. No worker is
required to belong to a union or
other employe organization in
order to make an appeal.

Members of the committee will
De a representative or labor, a
representative of management and
the Personnel director. The labor
and management representatives
will be appointed by the Commis
sioner of Industrial Relations.

Assistant Attorney General
William F. Simpson held that in
vestigating officers may not in
vade private clubs without war-
rants, though they may enter
places selling liquor and beer to
the public without this require-
ment. He held that clubs and
organizations that do not sell
liquor to the general public are
not "public places," and there-
fore not subject to inspection
without a warrant.

An allotment of $100,000 from
the Governor's Emergency Fund
to the State Health Department
to supplement aid to county
health units was made by Gov.
Lawrence W. Wcthetby.

Assistant Attorney General M.
B. Holifield held that the General
Assembly may not make a second
change in the rate of compensa-
tion allowed public officials under
terms of the 1049 salary amend-
ment to the Constitution. That
amendment authorized one in-
crease in pay to officials in office
at the time.

Proposed beneficiaries were
County Tax Commissioners
whose pay had been pegged by the
1950 General Assembly at a $6,000
ceiling. The 1952 General As-
sembly cannot make a further
change in this base, Holifield
held.

SMITH'S WEEKLY DIGEST

(Continued from page 1)

ing they were forced by threats
to write cards opposing House Bill
171. Paducah Representative
Fred Morgan said union members
had telephoned him asking that
he ignore cards and letters they
had written in opposition to the
bill.

House Bill 340, the Stovall Bill,
would grant power to the Com-
missioner of Industrial Relations
to step into intrastate businesses
ana order recognition of bargain-
ing units. Union sponsors are
reported seeking amendments to
the measure after encountering
strong opposition from agricul-
ture and small business groups.
Among these expected amend-
ments would be an exemption for
farms and farm workers and the
establishment of a definite num-
ber of workers Involved before
the commissioner could exercise
authority granted under the bill.

A.

It was gratifying to read the
other day that both houses of the
General Assembly had passed a
bill plugged in this column, ever
since more than a year ago. Reve-
nue Commissioner Clyde Reeves
reported that approximately 286,-00- 0

motor vehicles in the state
were escaping taxation. The bill
was sponsored in the house by
Rep. Cecil Sanders, of Lancaster
and Senator Jack Reynolds, of Mt.
Sterling.

The check of failures, of county
tax commissioners to assess about
one-thir- d of all the registered
cars in the state, although county
clerks had the records in the same
courthouses with the tax commis-
sioners, was not so bad in 1951 as
it was before Commissioner Re-

eves gave his report on the subject
to the press. County assessors,
caught in an embarrassing posi-
tion, went after registration rec-

ords with considerably more dili-
gence than previously.

Beginning next year county
clerks will have to make weekly
reports to tax commissioners. The
weekly lists, I take for granted,
will continue throughout each
year, giving assessors a complete
record of vehicles registered. The
county tax commissioners won't
have to dig for the lists, the
county clerks will do it for them,
which is a small matter when you
consider the importance of a

increase in taxes the state
has been losing.

An Old Dodge
The bill stops an old doge. An

owner going to the next county
to register his car will have to
give his residence, and the clerk
will forward a report to the car
"owner's home assessor.

About half of the revenue
gained thru the new law will eo
to local school funds, about 25 per
cent to counties and the same to
the state. ,

The eventual enactment of a
law eliminating all lower court
trials by justices of the neace or
other judges financially interested
in tneir own decision, will be even
more gratifying to vour corre
spondent than the measure put
ting an end to the auto tax dodge,
because a trial judee who makes
money by convicting people, is
not oniy illegal, but an outrare
against the basic, fundamental
law of the land which guarantees
every person the right to trial be-
fore an unprejudiced tribunal.

Another measure I have advo- -

cated is a comDulsorv motor ve.
fcicle insurance law. Kentuckians
all over the state are being killed
or injured bv bankniDt car own
ers, from whom the victims can't
recover a cent. It will be in-
teresting to see whether nublic
justice is stronger in the legisla-
ture than the insurance lobby.

The State Highway Depart
ment called for bids to be re-
ceived March 14 for improve-
ment of forty-on- e miles of road
work in nine counties. Work is
slated to be undertaken in Boyle,
Daviess, Ohio, Franklin, Martin,
Pulaski, Anderson, Fayette and
Hancock counties.
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close of his life can look back
and say that life has brought him
more than it took away. Death, or
the approach Of
death, if a remind-
er It is time to bal
ance our books
There was a man
named Paul sit-

ting in a Roman
prison. He was to
be tried on a cap-

ital charge, and
there was no cer-
tainty that be Or Foreman
would be kcqultted.
Yet if the Romans had only known
it, that solitary prisoner, whose
very food was provided by the char-
ity of friends, was the happiest man
in Rome. He looked back over bit
eventual life and in a letter to his
friends, while admitting that he had
lost much, counted everything well
lost in comparison to what he had
gained. The balance sheet of Paul's
life showed no deficit, but an enor-
mous balance on the credit side.

Losses Written Off
gave several thumbnail au-

tobiographies, some of which
l are included in the Scripture read

ings for this week. So ve know
pretty well what he had to give up.

What would strike most of us to-

day is his loss of comfort and secu-
rity. Modern Americans want above
all to be comfortable and secure.

Probably Paul missed comfort
and security as much at any
man, for he was born to both.
But as an "ambassador of
Christ" he had had to give all
this up.
He had long since exhausted what-

ever money he may have had; he
had to work at hard manual labor
to support himself; he was a con-
stant traveler, which In those days
did not mean Cadillac cars, Pull-
mans or even foam-rubb- bus
seats; It meant dirt and fleas and
bad food and seasickness and
wrecks (we know of four he had) ;

it meant sometimes being half-starve-

sometimes robbed and al-

ways in danger of armed robbery.

His Worst Losses?
there was worse. A wise manBUT

not count hardships his
heaviest losses. To lose freedom Is
more serious. And Paul (when he
wrote to the Phlllppians) had been
under arrest for more than four
years. He had been jailed at Jeru-
salem first, then for two years in
Caesarea, then a journey in chains
to Rome, and then in Rome for we
don't know just how long.

Paul was just the tempera-
ment that feels Imprisonment
most keenly. Active, vigorous,
always on the go, the four walls
of a cell or even the four walla
of a house must have galled him
terribly. But perhaps worst of
all was loss of standing In hit
home community.
He was born both a Jew and a

Roman (as a Jew today may be a
good American or a good French-
man too); but the Jews looked on
him as a traitor to his lace, a man
not fit to live; while the Romans
regarded him as a crack-po- t at best,
a subversive agitator at worst.

Whatever advantages Paul had
had at birth or by education, he had
definitely lost long before the end.

Credit Balance
Paul, in writing up theYET sheet of his life, ' calls

everything he had lost so much
trash, in comparison with what he
had gained. To his mind it was
like losing a truck-loa- d of ashes
and finding one diamond.

We ourselves, not being, alasl
saints, If we had fixed up his
balance sheet, would have put

some Items on the credit side

that he does not mention. After
all, he was then and still is
Christendom's first cltiien.
For many of us, and all of us call

him Saint, which means he belongs
to God's aristocracy. You can af-

ford to lose a good deal for that;
He was also, and still is, close to the
top, if not at the top, of the list of

the most influential men m D

world's history, aside from Christ
himself. He is this, because almost
half the books in the New Testa-

ment were written by him. Yet he

does not say, speaking of his life's
hardships, "I count these things as
nothing in comparison with my posi-

tion as leader ... the fact of my
sainthood ... my contribution to
the Bible."

We know what his
were: "to testify the good news of

the grace of God"; "to gain Christ
to know him to share the power

of his resurrection, the fellowship

of his sufferings"; and "by all
means to win some." These things
he did; these things no hardships
and no enemies could keep him
from doing. With these things on
life's credit side, the debits were
trifling.
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As I sat in my room in a hotel
in a good-size- d city recently, I
suddenly wondered why I was
back in Fidelity fifty years ago.
There was certainly nothing in
the room that .would have sug-

gested any such trip back to
earlier times; from my window
the sights and sounds were typical
of cities larje and small: city
fully done, a great addition to the
score. The blacksmith would hit
the horseshoe or other iron that
he was shaping with a strong,
deft stroke; then he would
"tickle the anvil" by hitting it
lightly before he landed the next
busses, endless lines of cars, side-
walks full of people going to
their places of business, school
children in irregular crowds aim-
lessly "creeping like snail to
school," just like one of Shake-
speare's seven ages of man.

Then it all came to me; some-
one on a building that was under
construction had hit an iron rod
or pipe that gave out the very
sound of an anvil in an

blacksmith ship. That was
it! I expected to smell the heavy
smoke of the furnace, even to see
horses awaiting their turn to be
shod. Somehow it was slightly
depressing when I realized that
the sound of the anvil is itself a
passing institution.

Many people have grown up
without having heard it; some of
my students would not get any
thrill from being told of the skill
shown by the blacksmith in that
age-ol- d but now almost forgotten
musical device of "tickling the
anvil." But to some of us of
other times and places the sound
of the anvil brings back a lost
civilization, a civilization in
which the blacksmith was a very
important person, a skilled labor-

er among a host of people whose
fingers were all thumbs.

Tickling the anvil was some-

what like grace notes in music,
not necessary but, when skill-migh- ty

stroke on the resistant
hot iron. "Whack, ping; whack,
ping" on and on the music rang
until the horseshoe was shaped
or the metal for the singletree
was completed.

Envious of Skill
As a wide-eye- d boy I often

stood by, envious of a skill that
could shape the iron and make
the shaping of it a sort of primi-
tive song. Many a boy that I
knew practiced doing this anvil-ticklin- g

and sometimes succeeded
in acquiring the very rhythm of
the skillful blacksmith.

-

His Own Juice

BY

J. 7T. Tit Tl

'
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Years ago John Philip Sousa
and his famous band rendered the
"Anvil Chorus" from II Trovatore
in a way that must have left
poignant memories with people
who had known the anvil in the
country blacksmith shop. Four
anvils were placed out at the
edge of the stage in the Chautau-
qua tent. There they sat through
the first numbers of the program,
with large hammers lying on
them.
' As a grand finale, the band
played the well-kno- number,
but they made it a spectacular
thing by turning down all the
lights in the tent, so that the full
effect could be seen properly. The
hammers and the anvil completed
an electric circuit, so that the
hammering seemed to bring ac-

tual sparks. s
The four young men who tickled

those anvils much have watched
some actual blacksmiths, for the
performance was cheered to the
echo. I wonder how that number
would appeal to the youngsters
today, people who have never
seen an anvil and heard it give
forth, under skillful hands, one
of the musical wonders of my
experience.

Even as commonplace a poem
as Longfellow's "The Village
Blacksmith" has to be explained
elaborately before even the
brightest can see the effective-ness- s

of it as a short, simple lyric
of ordinary life. If you still know
where a blacksmith is to be found,
seek him out and, for the sake of
a good old folk custom, ask him
to tickle his anvil for you. It will
do him good to know that any-
body still remembers this prac-
tice, and it will give him a chance
to show a skill that will soon be
one of the lost folk arts.
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"Modern gals like clothes but
they're certainly not entirely
wrapped in them."Jackie Feld.

"Nowhere in the Federal budget
is there real recognition of tht
need for eliminating wabte, ex-
travagance, and non-essenti-

spending." William J. Grede,
NAM president, re President
Truman's spending plans.

"Apparently a lot of women are
trying to see who can get the most
out of an evening gown." Frank-
lin P. Jones.
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