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NEW YORK — On a 
recent busy afternoon at 
Kennedy Airport, a beagle 
with plaintive-looking eyes 
was lying on the floor of 
Terminal 4, oblivious to 
the chaos of rolling lug-
gage and human activity 
teeming all around her.

There was no pr ying 
this dog off the ground — 
despite the best attempts 
of Of ficer Meghan Caf -
fer y, her closest compan-
ion and partner.

“Izzy,” Caf fer y said, a 
note of exasperation in her 
voice. “You’ve only been 
here an hour.”

The 6-year-old beagle, 
who works for U.S. Cus-
toms and Bor der  Pro -
tection, can’t be faulted 
for taking a break. She 
spends most of her time 
trott ing briskly around 
t h e  b a g g a g e  c a r o u -
sels with Caf fer y in tow, 
searching for illegal food 
stowed in luggage arriv-
ing  f rom inter nat iona l 
flights. Thousands of bags 
stream through this termi-
nal ever y hour, and Izzy 
is the first line of defense 
against food or plants that 
could  wreak havoc  on 
American agriculture.

“Some flights are, you 
know, just apples or sand-
wiches that people had 
from the plane they for-
got in their bags,” said 
Caf fer y,  an agriculture 
specialist canine handler. 
“Some flights are notori-
ous for bringing in sausag-
es or fresh fruits.”

I z z y  i s  a m o n g  a 
small cadre of luggage-
inspecting beagles who 
live and work at the air-
por t, though federal of fi-
cials won’t disclose the 
exact number of canines 
employed .  Technica l ly 
called a “passive response 
dog,” she is trained to sit 
whenever she smells one 
of  several  odors:  fr uit , 
meat, plant, seed or veg-
etable.

With just one snif f, Izzy 
can determine whether a 
bag is worth searching — 
a seconds-long appraisal 
that would take human 
officers hours to do, given 
that about 1 million travel-
ers pass through Kennedy 
Airport in a single month. 
During her three years of 
employment, she’s found 
ever y th ing  f r om duck 
tongues to pigs’  heads 
and feet. The agricultural 
products var y according 
to the time of year.

On average, about 28 
pounds of food are col-
lected ever y day, most of 
it from people who are try-
ing to sneak in food from 
their native countries.

“We pulled a four-foot 
fig tree out of a bag one 
day,” Caf fer y said. “The 
roots and soil and ever y-
thing, like it was just dug 
right out of the ground.”

Her nose never fails to 
spot a trace of food, some-
times even picking up the 
scent of a snack that was 
removed from a bag hours 
before.  During one lap 
around a carousel, as they 
wove in and out of startled 
passengers, Izzy paused 
before a pile of bags, tail 
wagging.

Caf fer y looked around 

and called out:  “Whose 
bags are these?”

The young man who 
claimed them acknowl-
e d g e d ,  u p o n  f u r t h e r 
questioning,  that there 
were indeed an apple and 
a banana inside. Caf fer y 
marked down the items on 
a blue Customs declara-
tion form. Izzy stayed put, 
waiting for a piece of food 
to emerge from Caf fer y’s 
pocket: Her reward for a 
successful find.

“She’ll  eat just about 
anything,” Caffery said.

Sometimes it’s a bit of 
a str uggle to keep Izzy 

moving after she’s found 
something. Caf fer y was 
forced to drag her along 
the floor a couple of times, 
urging her to keep going.

“Come on, find it,” she 
said. “Come on, you can’t 
lay down.”

Passengers often take 
great pains to hide their 
loot, stuf fing it in soda 
bot t les  or  cof fee  cans 
or sewing i t  into their 
coats .  Some even tape 
food directly to their bod-
ies.  Though a piece of 
fruit may seem harmless 
enough, of ficials say each 
item is potentially danger-

ous.
“Something as simple 

as an apple could car r y 
the lar va of a Mediterra-
nean fruit fly,” said Of fi-
cer James Armstrong, who 
supervises the agricultural 
searches, “which, if it got 
loose in our citrus crops 
in the United States, could 
cost billions of dollars.”

Confiscated items are 
brought to the airpor t’s 
gr ind ing  r oom,  wh ich 
has  a  long steel  table 
piled with rotting food. 
That day’s haul included 
sausages, barley, burlap, 
curry, beets and an assort-

ment of fruits and vegeta-
bles, among other things. 
Officers send out samples 
to a lab for analysis and 
then crush the remainder 
through a hole in the table 
that acts like a garbage 
disposal.

“ T h i s  i s  d i s c o v e r y. 
You know, this is neat,” 
Armstrong said, waving 
a gloved hand across the 
table. “This is where you 
open it up and you find an 
insect or a larva or some-
thing and it kind of com-
pletes the mission, you 
know? That’s what it’s all 
about.”

Throughout the day, 
Caffery and Izzy are af fec-
tionate with one another, 
and during a lull in flight 
arrivals, they can invari-
ably be found hugging or 
cuddling.

“I’m with her more than 
I’m with my family, for the 
most par t,” Caf fer y said. 
“It’s constant.”

Luckily for these two, 
they’ll never have to be 
separated. Izzy will con-
tinue working at the air-
por t  for  severa l  mor e 
years. After that, she gets 
to star t a new career: as 
Caffery’s personal pet.

Airport dog finds illegal food stowed in luggage
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NEW YORK — Could 
Donald T r ump’s sweet 
smell of Success come with-
out a lot of bells and whis-
tles? That’s the approach 
he’s taking with his newest 
fragrance, showing of f a 
subtler side.

Success by Trump is a 
clean and spicy mix of juni-
per and red currant with 
a heart of ginger, bamboo 
leaves and geranium, and 
a base that includes veti-
ver, birch wood and musk. 
It comes in an architectur-
al, squared-of f clear glass 
bottle with a brushed silver 
top.

“It is dif ferent from my 
normal packaging. I felt it 
was very elegant, modern 
and a very successful look,” 
the 65-year-old real estate 
mogul and TV personality 
said in a recent telephone 
interview.

Success is made by the 

Five Star Fragrance Co., 
which also makes Kim Kar-
dashian’s perfume.

Trump says he wears his 
new scent to formal events. 
It pairs nicely with the 
shir ts, ties, suits and cuf f 
links, all sold at Macy’s, that 
have his name stamped on 
them, he said, not missing 
an opportunity for a pitch, 
although a softer sell than 
what audiences might see 
on his TV show, NBC’s 
“The Celebrity Apprentice.”

The fashion world is par-
ticularly finicky and, Trump 
said, while he’s done well, 
he wouldn’t want it to be his 
primary source of income.

“I think fashion is a great 
thing, it can be a beauti-
ful thing, but it’s always 
very complicated. No one 
can define it, and it can be 
scary. It’s like tech compa-
nies that can be hot as a pis-
tol and then be out.”

Trump says he is feel-
ing a public preference 

right now for things that are 
more streamlined, simple 
and no-nonsense. All the 
gold adornment that he 
loves — on a fragrance bot-
tle, logo, fabric and even in 
a bathroom — isn’t with the 
zeitgeist at the moment, he 
explained.

“Look at  bathrooms, 
now they (the public) likes 
the nickel brush fixtures. 
Do I like it? No, but I’ll do it 
because it’s what the public 
wants,” he said. Taste can 
change on a dime, and it’ll 
happen quickly, too. A busi-
ness isn’t going to last if it 
cannot evolve, he said.

This is Trump’s second 
fragrance. The first scent, 
launched in 2004, was sold 
mostly at his properties.

What’s next?
“I think I’ve got some of 

the great buildings of the 
world, in major cities, so I 
can’t think of anything else, 
but I will after this conversa-
tion,” he said.

Trump’s new Success takes a more subtle approach
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In this prod-
uct image 
released by 
Five Star Fra-
grance Co., 
“Success,” a 
fragrance by 
business 
mogul Don-
ald Trump,  
is shown. 
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A t Independence Bank, we believe that one good idea can go a long way. Th at idea 
is to be a bank for the people, by the people. And with our newest, fully operational location in 
Madisonville, we can fi nally off er your community a chance to join the revolution in banking.

TO JOIN UP, VISIT 1776BANK.COM.

THE REVOLUTION
IS GROWING.

NOW OPEN!
1776 N. Main Street, Madisonville

270-824-1476

Monday–Th ursday: 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.

Saturday: 9:00 a.m.–Noon (Drive-thru Only)


