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“I ’m proud of  this  team. 
They’re coming together,” Cali-
pari said. “They’ve taken on 
shots and runs like Louisville 
did today, and they’ve held their 
own, so I’m proud of them.”

Just to make sure Louisville 
didn’t get any wild notions about 
another late comeback, Kidd-Gil-
christ threw down a monstrous 
dunk with 1:05 to play that had 
Kentucky fans on their feet and 
assistant coaches from Kansas 
and Ohio State scrambling to try 
and find a way to stop this jug-
gernaut.

Kentucky shot a dazzl ing 
57 percent — yes, that’s right 
— with Davis leading the way. 
He missed just one of his eight 
shots and finished with 18 points 
and 14 rebounds. Miller added 
13 points, and Doron Lamb had 
10. Kidd-Gilchrist had nine, all in 
the second half.

“We’re one game closer to 
our dream and our goals,” Davis 
said.

Siva led the Cardinals with 11 
points, and Gorgui Dieng had 12 
rebounds.

The Kentucky-Louisville rival-
ry caused tempers to flare even 
in December when, in the grand 
scheme of things, games really 
don’t mean much. Heck, it took 
government intervention just to 
get the two schools to play on a 
regular basis back in the 1980s.

With the NCAA title game on 
the line, the latest skirmish in 
basketball’s version of the civil 
war so divided the small hoop-
crazed state that senior citizens 
actually came to fisticuf fs and 
made for must-see TV. The game 
was such a big deal that No. 1 
Kentucky fan Ashley Judd wasn’t 
even the biggest celeb in the 

house, with Jay-Z taking a prime 
seat behind the Kentucky bench.

“It’s our fans; our fans are 
great to us,” Davis said. “Our 
fans travel a long way. We want 
to go out here and give them a 
show and give them what they 
want, which is a national cham-
pionship.”

Bragging rights in the state is 
sure a nice way to start.

Kentucky is 19-11 since the 
teams resumed playing in 1983-
84, with the Wildcats winning 
four straight, including a 69-62 
victor y at Rupp Arena on Dec. 
31 — almost the exact score as 
Saturday night’s win.

“They made r uns, and we 
made our r uns. That’s what 
coach always says,” Jones said. 
“We never get rattled.”

The Wildcats know they’re 
talented — there are three, 
maybe as many as five NBA lot-
tery picks on the Kentucky ros-
ter — but they play without ego 
or cockiness, choosing instead 
to let their superior play over-
whelm their opponents.

That was cer tainly the case 
with Louisville.

The Cardinals had skidded 
into the Big East tournament 
with four losses in their last six 
games, including back-to-back 
defeats to end the regular sea-
son. Pitino told his players they 
could either go home after the 
first week of the tournament or 
they could do something special, 
their choice.

The Cardinals chose the lat-
ter, ripping off four wins in four 
days to win the Big East tour-
nament and ousting No. 1 seed 
Michigan State in the West 
Regional semifinals. Then came 
that comeback against rough-
and-tumble Florida.

Those games hardened the 

Cardinals, and they promised 
they weren’t simply happy to 
reach the Final Four. But they 
sure looked it early on, get-
ting of f to a slow, sloppy star t. 
It didn’t help that Dieng looked 
petrified of Davis and Siva was 
playing at hyperspeed, a pace 
Pitino has been trying to get him 
to tone down all year.

When they tried to go inside, 

Davis was less forgiving than a 
bouncer at a Hollywood club. 
When the Cardinals went out-
side, the Wildcats swarmed and 
forced them to take of f-balance 
shots. Meanwhile, on the other 
end, Kentucky scored at will, 
repeatedly picking on Siva and 
Dieng.

But there’s a reason Pitino 
has taken three teams to the 

Final Four. He pulled out every 
trick he had, switching strate-
gies, begging the refs for calls 
and finding a way — finally — to 
calm his team down.

“Any time you don’t know 
whether a team is better of fen-
sively or defensively, you know 
you’ve got a great basketball 
team,” Pitino said. “And Anthony 
Davis is incredible.”
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FROM PAGE C1

Mallory Peyton got the 3-0 win over Simon 
Kenton and was aided by a two-run double by 
Gray and an RBI single from Webb.

“(Peyton) pitched great — she didn’t 
over-power, but she forced a lot of ground-
balls,” North coach Jenn Weaver said.

Things didn’t go as well in the champion-
ship, as North was playing their fifth game 
of the day. Kyleigh Taylor, still not 100 per-
cent from her recent knee injury, was not 
her usual self in the 10-0 loss to Bowling 
Green. The North offense was only able to 

get one hit in the loss.
North finished 4-2 in the tournament, and 

Weaver said the wins were really great for 
her team considering the type of competi-
tion they faced.

“Players 1-9 really contributed, and the 
bench really stepped up too,” she said. “We 
needed a couple of wins. It was a good test 
to play against Bowling Green and see our 
weaknesses. We faced a really good pitcher 
in that game. She had a nasty changeup. We 
just had a tough time.”

North will play Tuesday at Caldwell 
County.

NORTH
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Valley Conference, among others. If 
that’s not enough to keep him busy, he 
is also the owner and publisher of the 
Journal Enterprise newspaper in Webster 
County.

He said the most challenging part of 
his workload is the travel.

“If it’s during the week, I have to get 
back here for work by the morning,” he 
said. “Sometimes I’m gone for three-four 
day road trips. But once I get there, it’s 
relaxing for me, even though the games 
are quite competitive. The women’s game 
has grown where everything is under a 
magnifying class — all the games are on 
TV somewhere. You have a tremendous 
amount of accountability. But that’s not 
stressful. The biggest thing is getting 
home.

“Used to in the women’s game you 
could hide a little bit — you can’t hide 
anymore. If you screw up, it will be on 
Sportscenter on that 24 hour loop.”

One would think that dealing with 
unruly fans and student sections may be 
one of the hardest things to deal with for 
referees, but Hust said he actually enjoys 
the fans.

“There is so so much security and 
game management at the games — I very 
seldom have any trouble from any sites. 
Arenas are usually big enough where 
you’re far enough from the fans. It’s 
not really an issue. Everywhere you go 
you’re taken care of.”

This past season Hust worked three 
conference tournaments and then worked 
his fifth consecutive NCAA Tournament. 
He refereed first and second round 
games at Louisiana State, the first time he 
was able to ref past the first round.

“The challenge is the most enjoy-
able par t of it all,” he said. “Being the 
vest best and to be the very best for the 

coaches and the athletes. The game is all 
about them. I want to make sure I give 
them the best officiating game possible.”

Though he officiates just four months 
a year, he still considers it a year-round 
job. He has to attend continuing-educa-
tion courses as well as stay conditioned 
throughout the year.

“The older you get, the more dif fi-
cult it is to stay in condition,” he said. 
“If you’ve hurt something or strained or 
pulled something, there isn’t much time 
to recover (during the season). I’m try-
ing to get in the best shape I can and stay 
that way year-round so I’m not as suscep-
tible to injury.”

At 40-years-old, Hust started officiating 
very late in life. He got his start at pos-
sibly the lowest level possible, when he 
filled in as a referee for a Webster County 
ABA game.

“The officiating was just horrible — a 
couple of times we didn’t have anybody 
so I  put on a shirt and got out there.”

He later earned his license to of fici-
ate high school games and once he was 
invited to a meeting for high school offici-
ating, he said he fell in love with it.

Hust said he would be unable to do any 
of his work without the help from his wife.

“She has been ver y instr umental 
— she allows me to do it and be in the 
camps,” he said. “I don’t have the head-
aches with her maybe being upset. She 
has allowed me the time and freedom. If 
not for her support, it all wouldn’t be pos-
sible.”

With the season over, he will now go 
back to his of fseason regime while con-
tinue his work at the newspaper.

“It was a ver y rewarding here,” he 
said. “I hate to use the word awesome but 
I guess for me it was. I had a lot of fun 
and stayed healthy for the most part. And 
I didn’t have any trouble going back and 
forth. I’ve been very blessed.”

HUST
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Fittingly, as the final buzzer sounded 
the ball was in the hands of Davis, who, 
exhibiting markedly more emotion than 
is his norm, hurled the orb skyward and 
shouted, ‘This is my stage!’ to the Louisville 
side of the massive venue.

“It was an emotional game and winning 
that one put us one game closer to the goal 
we’ve had all year, winning the national 
championship,” Davis said. “We’ve worked 
so hard all year — that was just a little 
emotion coming out at the end of a tough, 
hard-played game.”

Pitino, who, of course, won the NCAA 
championship at Kentucky in 1996, knows a 
gem when he sees one.

“Anthony Davis is as fine a basketball 
player as there is,” Pitino said, smiling. 
“His length is incredible, and you have to 
block him out to keep him from blocking 
shots. We did a better job of that when we 
made our late run, but we didn’t do it in the 
first half or the first several minutes of the 
second half like we needed to.

“Kentucky is a great team with several 
outstanding players, but the difference is 
Anthony Davis — he’s so much of a factor 
in so many different aspects of the game,”

Calipari, of course, has become 
accustomed to such performances by 
Davis.

“He did what he’s done for us all year,” 

Calipari said. “The greatest thing about him 
is that his teammates make him better, and 
he makes his teammates better.

“At one point he said to me, ‘Cal, I can 
score. Throw me the ball in the post.’ 
But he doesn’t always have to score to 
be effective. He shoots the fourth- or 
fifth-most shots on our team.”

And his defensive presence is always a 
factor.

“He can change every shot,” Louisville 
guard Chris Smith said of Davis. “We tried 
to get close in to him, but he’s got good 
footwork. He kind of falls back a little bit 
and then times the shot pretty well. He’s 
tough to deal with on the inside — just a 
great, great player.”

Saturday’s conquest of the Cards didn’t 
represent the Cats at their best. UK made 
just 2-of-7 shots from 3-point range (28.6 
percent), hit only 11-of-20 free throws (55 
percent), was outrebounded 40-33, and 
turned the ball over 14 times while dishing 
just nine assists.

Not a problem.
Thanks to the dominating nature of 

Davis, the Cats didn’t have to play perfect 
to beat the Cards, and they won’t have to 
play perfect to win the national title on 
Monday.

Anthony Davis wasn’t overstating the 
obvious when he shouted for all the world 
to hear on Saturday — the Superdome 
really is his stage.

PICKENS

Associated Press
Kentucky’s Terrence Jones, Doron Lamb and Marquis Teague celebrate during the second half of their NCAA 
Final Four game against Louisville on Saturday in New Orleans. Kentucky won, 69-61.
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 YOUR GM PERFORMANCE DEALER

 M ANSFIELD
 600 North Main Street, HWY 62, Greenville, Kentucky 42345

 Phone 270-338-3831 • FAX (270) 338-6204 • 1-800-338-3832

 SALES:
 Rob Melton

 Eddie Browning
 Steve O’Bryan

 Barry Rhew
 Richard Short
 Business Mgr.
 Bennie Laster

 Automotive Group, Inc.

 Buick   GMC

      2010 Chevrolet Cobalt   red
      2009 Chevrolet Cobalt   silver
      2009 Dodge Charger   red
      2009 Chevrolet Impala  maroon

 TRUCKS, VANS AND SUVS
 (2) 2011 GMC Acadia   white diamond, silver
      2011 Chevrolet Tahoe   maroon
 (2) 2011 GMC Terrain   silver, gray
      2010 GMC Canyon Crew Cab    red
      2010 GMC Sierra Crew Cab 4x4   red, 3/4 ton diesel
      2009 Chevrolet Equinox   silver
      2009  GMC  Crew Cab Sport   red
      2009 GMC Envoy   silver
 (2) 2008 GMC Envoy   red, black
      2008 Chevrolet Ext. Cab 4x4   slate blue
      2008 GMC Yukon   blue
      2007 Chevrolet Tahoe   pewter
      2006 Chevrolet Silverado Crew Cab   white
      2004 Ford F150 4x4   red
      2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer   silver

 BUICK
      2012 Buick LaCrosse   silver
      2011 Buick Enclave   silver
      2011 Buick LaCrosse   white
     2011 Buick Lucerne   red jewel
 (3) 2011 Buick Regal   silver, gold, gray

 CADILLAC
      2011 Cadillac STS   red jewel
      2011 Cadillac CTS   silver
      2010 Cadillac SRX   silver
      2009 Cadillac CTS AWD   gold mist
      2009 Cadillac CTS   gray

 OTHER
 (6) 2011 Chevrolet Impala   gray, white, silver, 
 maroon
 (3) 2011 Chevrolet Cruze   silver, white, gold mist
 (4) 2011 Chevrolet Malibu   white, brown, silver
      2011 Nissan Altima    blue
 (2) 2010 Pontiac G6   black, white

 Visit us online at www.mansfieldautomotive.com
 NEW & PRE-OWNED  INVENTORY ARRIVING DAILY!!

 Buick - GMC Models & You Keep The REBATE!

 2012 BUICK VERANO

 32 MPG 32 MPG

 2012 BUICK REGAL

 31 MPG 31 MPG

 GM Supplier Price On All New

 2012 GMC SIERRA  2012 GMC ACADIA

 2011 BUICK LACROSSE

 SAVE THOUSANDS!  SAVE THOUSANDS!

 $ 5,000 00

 OFF  M.S.R.P
 The BOSS Says Move It!

 GM Supplier Price 
 For  A limited Time!

 SAVE NOW!


