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ASTROLOGY

A WEEKEND CROSSWORD
“Undressed”

By Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Letter-shaped

hardware
6 Springsteen's

epithet
13 Genial
20 Mischievous

elf
21 Send a

different way
22 Of primitive

echinoderms
23 Suffer a close

call
25 Desert ravines
26 Killer: suff.
27 Diana of the

Supremes
28 Gather in
30 Night in

Naples
31 Santa __ winds
32 Noun-forming

suffix
33 Sentimental

songs
36 Sports org.
37 Connection
39 Hopper
40 Mace source
42 Business bldg.
43 "Laugh-In"

catch phrase
46 Go bad
49 Malayan

wraparounds
52 "__ Doubtfire"
53 Like an opera

solo
55 "Pygmalion"

playwright's
inits.

58 Of people:
pref.

59 Actor
Alejandro

60 General
assemblies

61 Sis or bro
62 Feature of a

formal tuxedo
64 Toledo uncle
65 Tie tie
66 Juarez warning
68 Eat quickly
70 Site of Roman

defeat of
Perseus

71 M. Le Pew
72 Book before

Esth.
73 Darrow or

Thomas

75 Hall of famer
Roush

76 Old-time farm
hand

78 Haberdashery
purchase

79 Oceanic
abysses

80 N. Mandela's
country

81 Parts of glasses
82 Massachusetts

cape
83 Promise to

marry
85 Before in a

poem
86 Change the

pace
89 Refrain in a

children's song
93 Of bone
95 __ longa, vita

brevis
96 First name of

7D
98 Rescue

100 Trappers
103 Coloring

agents
104 Vitamin fig.
105 Stadium levels
107 Narrated
108 Bubble maker
109 Bellicose deity
110 Immortality

drinks
113 Pucker up
116 Incubator

occupant
117 Sculptor

Paolozzi
118 Italian

geothermal
pioneer

119 West African
country

120 Deaths
121 Downs and

Grant

DOWN
1 Of higher-

income
consumers

2 Two-piece suits
3 Rust
4 Old money in

Naples
5 Vietnamese

New Year
6 Certain

vacuum tube

7 "Siddhartha"
author

8 Periods of time
9 Jackson and

Derek
10 Be superior to
11 Kind of wool

or band
12 Of an

ecological
sequence

13 NCAA
grouping

14 Auber opera,
"__ Diavolo"

15 Sawyer's friend
16 Last call for a

volunteer
17 Make an

infield error
18 Clumps of fluff
19 One Ford
24 Narcotic
29 Slacks
32 Hot sauce
33 Pen names?
34 Pair
35 Gulf off

Brittany
38 Egyptian souls
39 Colombian

capital
41 Little more

than

43 Informer
44 Mrs. Ferdinand

Marcos
45 Attempt
47 Singing family
48 Crispy

Mexican fare
50 Joey in

Australia
51 Irish

playwright
Sean

54 Black as pitch
55 Fight hand-to-

hand
56 Machine for

making angled
cuts

57 Fool
59 Search messily
60 Tailor's

assistant?
63 Moving in a

curved path
64 Chirps
67 Puts in stitches
69 Priest's

ordination
70 Annoys
72 Snacks
74 USN non-com.
77 Top of the line
78 Explosive

letters

82 G-sharp
83 Saloons
84 That guy
87 McEwan or

McKellen
88 Tympanum
90 Dangling

ornament
91 Extensively
92 Jackie's

Aristotle
94 Nonessential

amino acid
96 God of sleep
97 Very wide shoe

width

98 Laurel and
Musial

99 Singer Mann
101 Lassoed
102 Duck or dodge
103 Semiconductor

device
106 Males only
108 Bus. staff
109 Giant Moises
111 Latin suffix for

plurals
112 SSS word
114 New World

monkey
115 Acad.

Solution appears 
on Page B6

Solution appears on Page B6
(Answers tomorrow)

TARDY DODGE BASKET INTACTSaturday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The oriole bought a manor in Baltimore, Maryland,

because it was this — AN ESTATE BIRD

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

ALVTE

DIGYD

ATOTOT

FIYTHS
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A:

DEAR READERS: It’s 
April Fools’ Day, the one 
day I can share some of 
those letters I receive from 
readers whose questions 
might not seem as 
appropriate on any 
of the other 364 
days of the year (or 
365 this leap year). 
Enjoy! 
DEAR ABBY: I 
am a 23-year-old 
female who lives 
with my parents. 
I saw “The Little 
Mermaid” for 
the first time 
recently, and now 
I’m very worried. 
The other day I walked 
in and caught my mom 
talking to my pet fish, 
Flounder. I have noticed 
Mom breaks into 
Broadway-style songs 
randomly, just like Ariel 
did in the movie. She 
also has the same red 
hair as Ariel. Mom is 
a lifeguard at the local 
pool. 
Could my mom be 
part fish? If so, am I 
half-mermaid? I will 
await your reply before 
attempting underwater 
breathing. Please 
answer promptly. 
SEA-ING THINGS 
CLEARLY 
DEAR SEA-ING: Clean 
your goggles, honey, 
because you’re seeing less 
clearly than you think. 
Your mother is not related 
to Ariel, and you are not a 
mermaid, but your letter is 
a fish tale. 
DEAR ABBY: For 
years I have heard 
about players winning 
thousands of dollars on 
casino slot machines. 
But every time I try to 
win one, I run out of 
cash before hitting it. 
How can I win a jackpot 
before I go broke? 
Hurry your answer 
because my money is 
running out. 
UNLUCKY IN JERSEY 
DEAR UNLUCKY: Slot 
machines are not called 
“one-armed bandits” for 
nothing. While I can’t 
advise you on how to win a 
jackpot, I can tell you how 
not to go broke. Try this: 
DON’T GAMBLE! 

DEAR ABBY: At what 
time does “today” turn 
into “tonight”? 
CLOCK WATCHER IN 
UTAH 
DEAR CLOCK WATCHER: 

Ask me tomorrow. 
DEAR ABBY: I 
have an amazing 
pool man. I have 
known him for 
quite a while. My 
neighbors have 
been complaining 
because he likes 
to work naked. 
His working in 
the buf f never 
bothers me; I 
think he looks 

like a Greek statue and 
he does a great job. My 
pool has never looked 
better. I have had 
several pool cleaners 
before, but none of 
them compare to the 
current one. What 
should I do? 
CALIFORNIA GIRL
DEAR CALIFORNIA 
GIRL: Although I don’t 
live nearby, it’s not hard 
to see why no other pool 
cleaner compares to this 
one. Assuming your pool 
is fenced, I’m advising you 
to do nothing “butt” enjoy 
the view. 
DEAR ABBY: Why does 
our society insist on 
using the euphemism 
“sleeping together” in 
place of “having sex”? 
CURIOUS IN 
KETTERING, OHIO
DEAR CURIOUS: That’s 
easy -- so the children 
won’t know where they 
came from. 
DEAR ABBY: I was 
awakened at 3 a.m. 
by a barking police 
dog while someone 
was being arrested on 
my front lawn. This 
morning I discovered 
the dog had pooped 
on my grass. I’m 
considering complaining 
to the police about it, 
but don’t want to seem 
ungrateful for the job 
they do. What do you 
think? 
LISA IN ANAHEIM, 
CALIF. 
DEAR LISA: I think you 
should be more tolerant. 
After all, the police dog 
was just doing his duty.

Happy collection  
of foolish letters  

are all in good fun

In situations where you 
hope to strengthen your 
image and advance your 
personal interests, you are 
likely to receive consider-
able help from others in the 
year ahead. Be sure to do 
all that you can to recipro-
cate.

A R I E S  ( M a r c h 
21-April 19) – Some inter-
esting changes could start 
taking place concerning 
your social life. You could 
meet someone who will 
introduce you to a new and 
exciting group of people.

T A U R U S  ( A p r i l 
20-May 20) – Pay close 
attention to any insights 
you get that have to do 
with ways you could help 
your family. You might 
spot some advantages that 
would aid those close to 
you.

G E M I N I  ( M a y 
21-June 20) – It behooves 
you to nurture a relation-
ship with someone you’ve 
just met. You have much 
more in common than you 
may first realize, and you’ll 
enjoy sharing time together.

C A N C E R  ( J u n e 
21-July 22) – If you are 
of fered something that is 
quite unique, don’t look 
this gift horse in the mouth. 
Lady Luck may be reward-
ing you materially in a rath-
er unusual manner.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) – Set aside routine 
activities that are of a tire-
some nature in order to 
experiment with something 
rather unique. Take advan-
tage of oppor tunities the 
second they arise.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) – In situations where 
others can’t find a single 
answer, your facile mind 
will have much to of fer. 

However, it might take chal-
lenging circumstances to 
stimulate your ingenuity 
and cleverness.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) – This might be one 
of those days an unusual 
amount of quick thinking 
will be called for. Fortunate-
ly, your input will have a 
positive influence on what-
ever situations arise.

S C O R P I O  ( O c t . 
24-Nov. 22) – Your prog-
ress may be predicated 
upon your ability to ef fec-
tively use new technology. 
Don’t hesitate to be innova-
tive in order to determine 
what  can be improved 
upon.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) – Don’t tie 
yourself down with things 
that can easily be handled 
by associates. You’re a good 
executive, and those whom 
you select for special jobs 
will live up to your expecta-
tions.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19) – You should 
be rather lucky in involve-
ments with members of 
your immediate family. Nur-
ture these arrangements 
and something beneficial 
will result.

A Q U A R I U S  ( J a n . 
20-Feb. 19) – Ideas that 
are of a progressive nature 
will have the best chances 
for success;  tradit ional 
concepts won’t be nearly 
as fruitful. This should be 
right up your alley.

P I S C E S  ( F e b . 
20-March 20) – Give your 
limited resources a break 
and try to do things your-
self as much as possible. It 
would help both your pride 
and your purse to avoid 
paying others to do the 
work.

JEANNE 
PHILLIPS

DEAR ABBY

BY JEFF AYERS
FOR THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Kieran  Sh ie lds  c r e -
ates a pitch perfect atmo-
sphere in “The Truth of 
All Things,” a tale set in 
Por tland, Maine, during 
the summer of 1892. Two 
hundred years earlier in 
Salem, Mass., the Salem 
witch trials brought about 
a period of paranoia and 
insecurity.

Deputy Marshal Archie 
Lean’s  mind is  on his 
family and job when a 
case lands directly in his 
lap. A prostitute is found 
murdered with her body 
laid out like a pentagram 
and her neck held to the 
ground with a pitchfork. 
With the help of criminalist 
Perceval Grey and Helen 
Prescott, a historian with 
access to old documents, 
the parallels to the past 
quickly add up. Disturb-
ingly, they determine that 
this woman might not be 
the first one.

The perpetrator, a bril-
l iant mastermind using 

multiple pseudonyms from 
key figures of the histori-
cal witch trials, proves dif-
ficult to apprehend. Grey 
plays Sherlock Holmes, uti-
lizing keen insight and pre-
forensic science to uncover 
the evidence necessary to 
capture the killer.

Prescott uses her deep 
knowledge of the past to 
provide plausible links to 
the present in the killer’s 
mind.  Lean brings the 
authority, muscle and judg-
ment to put the various 
puzzle pieces together.

In a time before tech-
nology and the ability to 
check fingerprints, blood 
splatter  and other key 
elements  in  a  murder, 
it was dif ficult to prove 
guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt. By setting the story 
in 1892, Shields adds an 
extra level of intensity that 
makes it all work. Fans of 
historical thrillers will love 
“The Truth of All Things.”

Throw in a Sherlock 
Holmes-like twist, and this 
first novel by Shields is a 
winner.

 ‘Truth’ is intense 
historical thriller

BY MAE ANDERSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Kristen Johnston is best 
known as the brash, tough-
talking alien in “3rd Rock 
From the Sun,” which aired 
on NBC from 1996 to 2001. 
But that character’s tough-
ness has nothing on John-
ston, who discusses her 
lonely childhood, rise as an 
actress and battles with addic-
tion in a candid new memoir.

In “Guts: The Endless Fol-
lies and Tiny Triumphs of 
a Giant Disaster,” Johnston 
reveals that she grew up mor-
tified by her height (she was 
almost 6 feet tall by the time 
she was 12), which made her 
feel like a “freak,” spent years 
in denial about an escalating 
addiction to booze and pills, 
and finally survived a near-
fatal eruption of her intestines 
while working on a play in 
London.

Serious stuff, but John-
ston, now sober, recounts it 
all with brassy, almost defiant, 
humor, poking fun at herself 
while at the same time reveal-
ing how she used drugs and 
alcohol to mask how raw and 
painfully alone she felt while 
she was growing up and ris-
ing to fame.

“I’m sure that there were 
many, many signs that I 
was killing myself, and I 
was probably given thou-
sands of opportunities to 
change my life and make 
it wonderful, but once you’ve 
washed down a handful of 
Vicodin with a bottle or two 
of a full-bodied cabernet, 
even reading stop signs while 
driving a car becomes a tad 
tricky,” she writes. While she 
admits that an actress with 
addiction problems is about 

as unique as a “manila enve-
lope,” part of what sets John-
ston apart, besides her wit 
and frankness in dealing with 
the topic of addiction, is the 
harrowing brush with death 
that finally sets her on the 
path to sobriety.

In 2006, right after a play 
she was doing in London 
opened, a peptic ulcer in her 
stomach burst, aggravated 
by the 30 to 40 codeine pills 
a day she was taking in Eng-
land to replace her stateside 
Vicodin habit. Johnston 
found herself alone in her 
apartment in crippling pain, 
covered in vomit and blood 
and barely able to move. The 
moment, recounted in unspar-
ing detail, is harrowing. As is 
her account of spending sev-
eral weeks in a London hospi-
tal where indifferent doctors 
and nurses, along with her 
own nearly superhuman drive 
to pretend everything was 
still OK (she told her mother 
not to visit and her best friend 
the burst ulcer was probably 
caused by cigarettes), exacer-
bated her loneliness and isola-
tion.

Still, the near-death expe-
rience brings Johnston the 
revelation that, “Despite years 
of slowly killing myself, all I 
wanted, with more passion 
and ferocity than I’d ever 
wanted anything else in my 
entire life, was to live.”

The book has a breezy, 
letter-to-a-friend air to it, and 
it can easily be read in an eve-
ning. But Johnston doesn’t 
shy away from the ugly and 
painful realities of addiction 
and her own denial that led 
to her hospital stint — all in 
an effort to help others who 
might be battling their own 
demons. Now that takes guts.

BOOK REVIEW

BOOK REVIEW
'3rd Rock From the Sun' 
actress spills her 'Guts' 


