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TOWN CRIER
TODAY

• Mount Gilead 
General Baptist Church in 
Slaughters will host the Rev. 
Cliff Clark and Rosemary 
Clark for evening worship 
service today at 6.

• Mortons Gap Second 
Baptist Church will host 
a revival today through 
Wednesday. Today’s worship 
begins at 10:45 a.m. after 
Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. 
Evening worship will begin at 
7 each night. Jimmy Lantrip, 
Jonathan Harralson, Johnnie 
Davis, Gary Taylor and 
Sammy Newberry will be 
speaking.

• Gilliand Ridge Church 
in St. Charles will present a 
play, The Judgment Day, at 
6 p.m. today.

• Oakley Home GB 
Church at 5525 Manitou 
Road in Manitou will host 
a revival today through 
Wednesday with Evangelist 
Danny Green. A concert 
featuring Surrender will 
begin at 5 p.m. Sunday. A 
potluck dinner will follow 
the 6 p.m. service. Weekday 
services will begin at 7 each 
night.

• Pleasant View Baptist 
Church will host a revival 
today through Wednesday 
at 1302 Pleasant View Road 
in Madisonville. A different 
preacher will be featured 
each night. Services start 
are 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday, and 7 p.m. Monday-
Wednesday.

MONDAY
• The city of Nortonville 

will hold a special 
meeting at 6 p.m. Monday. 
Representatives from 
Mediacom Communications 
will be present to answer 
questions about public 
concerns.

• Stacey Shemwell 
and Coerri Riggs will host 
a Bible study at 6:30 
p.m. Monday at Cross 
Creek Apartments in the 
conference room near the 
laundry mat. It is being 
sponsored by Praise Temple 
Apostolic Church. For more 
information, call Shemwell at 
836-4333.

• Family Advocacy 
Center and the pediatrics 
unit of Regional Medical 
Center will commemorate 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month in displaying child 

abuse information, statistics 
and chocolate on Monday 
from 8:15 a.m.-5:15 p.m. 
in the RMC lobby. Stand 
Against Child Abuse will 
be held April 17, and Blue 
Sunday will be April 29. 
Blue ribbons will be posted 
in support of child abuse 
prevention.

TUESDAY
• McCay Chiropractic will 

conduct its annual Canned 
Food Drive Tuesday 
through Saturday. For more 
information, call 821-2321.

WEDNESDAY
• Regional Medical 

Center Blood Bank will be 
having a blood drive from 
12:30-6:30 p.m. Wednesday at 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Madisonville.

THURSDAY
• Classmates of the Madi-

sonville-North Hopkins High 
School Class of 1972 will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. Thursday to 
plan a 40th class reunion 
in Room 338 of the John H. 
Gray building at Madisonville 
Community College. RSVP 
by emailing Vicki Rickard 
at vickrick@bellsouth.net or 
Ned Cates at ned.cates581@
topper.wku.edu.

SATURDAY
• Rowdy Rescue and The 

Hopkins County Humane 
Society will host an Easter 
Adopt-A-Thon and Easter 
egg hunt for dogs from 
1-3 p.m. Saturday at James 
Madison Middle School. Pets 
will be available for adoption, 
and pet photography by 
Nicole Smith will be available 
for a $10 donation. New 
and used collars, leashes, 
harnesses, pet food, tick 
prevention, kennels and 
other pet supplies are needed 
for donations. For more 
information, call Jennifer 
Boze at 584-4499 or Natalie 
Ostrander at 399-1651.

UPCOMING
•  Regional Medical 

Center Blood Bank will have 
a blood drive from 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. April 10 at Walmart 
in Madisonville.

• The Gift Horse in 
Madisonville will donate a 
percentage of business 
sales to Big Brothers Big 
Sisters on April 10.
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“The store redefines our 
sales experience and allows 
customers to test drive our 
products and services in an 
innovative way,” she said.

Lewandowksi said buyers 
will have full access to prod-
ucts in the store before mak-
ing a purchase and will get to 
try out a wide range of wire-
less devices. Products won’t 
be attached to the wall with a 
wire, she said.

“It’s been a big project for 
us,” she said, “and it’s twice 
the size of our former loca-
tion.”

According to the compa-
ny’s website, a customer can 

browse the Web, customize 
home page portals and test 
remote monitoring through 
in-store cameras. In addition, 
shoppers will have access to 
3G devices which allow users 
to download music.

N i c o l e  E p l e y  o f 
Madisonville is the manager 
of the local business, which 
has about 15 employees. 
Murray Max LLC, based in 
Henderson, leases the site 
near Parkway Plaza Mall to 
AT&T.

The grand opening for 
Madisonville’s AT&T retail 
store will be May 12. Com-
pany representatives said 
details will be announced in 
the near future.

AT&T
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grant from the Princeton, 
N.J., based Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation to apply 
toward tackling the childhood 
obesity problem.

A portion of the money 
was used to bring Fenton to 
Madisonville, but Stuart said 
much of it has been used to 
start healthy initiatives in 
schools.

Almost all second-graders 
participate in the program, 
she said. Students are chal-
lenged daily to eat five fruits 
and vegetables, view no more 
than two hours of screen 
time, do one hour of physical 
activity and drink no sugary 
drinks.

Teachers hold exercises 
for the students and pass 
out booklets for students to 
take home, Stuart said. As a 
reward, classes who success-
fully complete the 12-week 
program get to visit the 
YMCA for a day.

The committee donated 
pedometers to the schools 
for its “Step It Up” initiative, 
which encourages children 
to count their steps walked 
before classes begin in the 
mor ning.  YMCA mem-
berships are given out as 
rewards, she said.

There are a few programs 
for adults, like free transporta-
tion to the farmer’s market in 
the summer, Myers said, but 
most of the focus is on lower-
ing childhood obesity.

Possibly one of the biggest 
accomplishments is notice-
able in school cafeterias.

“All the fryers have been 
taken out of all the schools 
lunchrooms,” Myers said. 
“That’s a big policy change.”

Children’s Body Mass 
Index rates are also being 
measured upon school entry 
level and then again in sixth 
grade. This should provide 
a baseline to see if the poli-
cies and initiatives have made 
a difference over time, she 
said.

“We’re not planning on 
seeing results fast,” Stuart 
said.

Obesity in children has 
been a long, ongoing process, 
so she said it’s not a problem 
that can be solved overnight.

The childhood obesity rate 
in Kentucky was 31.3 percent 
in 2010, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control Pre-
vention, making it fifth worst 
in the United States.

Kentucky’s rate has 
climbed steadily since 1985, 
when the agency began 
keeping data. That year the 

childhood obesity rate was 
measured between 10-14 
percent for the state, increas-
ing to between 15-19 percent 
in 1995 and going up again 
to between 25-29 percent in 
2005.

Fenton will begin his visit 
to Madisonville on Monday, 
Myers said. He plans on tour-
ing the county to observe 
what public health measures 
are already in place and what 
could be feasibly added to 
tackle childhood obesity.

His trip ends after his 
appearance as the featured 
guest speaker at the Hopkins 
County-Madisonville Cham-
ber of Commerce luncheon 
beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday on the eighth 
floor at Trover Tower. Cham-
ber President Harriett Whita-
ker said all seats have been 
reserved for the luncheon in 
advance.

People who can’t attend 
the Hot Topics luncheon 
are encouraged to come to 
free sessions at the City Park 
Clubhouse, Stuart said.

“He’s so motivating,” she 
said. “He’s fun and just a 
great speaker.”

The following is a list of 
times Dr. Mark Fenton will be 
speaking in Madisonville:

• There will be a healthy 

schools session from 8:30-
10 a.m. Tuesday at the City 
Park Clubhouse. The session 
will focus on opportunities to 
increase walking and biking 
for children. The general pub-
lic is welcome.

• There will be a sec-
ond session at 10:30-11:30 
a.m. Tuesday at the City 
Park Clubhouse. Policies to 
increase physical activity and 
public health through com-
munity design will be dis-
cussed. The general public is 
welcome.

• A grand rounds presen-
tation for the medical commu-
nity will be held from noon to 
1:30 p.m. Tuesday at Regional 
Medical Center. Fenton will 
be explaining the need for a 
socio-ecological approach to 
chronic disease prevention.

• Fenton will make a pre-
sentation at the General Elec-
tric plant at 2-3 p.m. Tuesday 
about the evolving approach 
to increase physical activity. 
The presentation will focus 
not just on behavioral change 
programs, but also environ-
mental change.

• He will speak from 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Hopkins 
County-Madisonville Cham-
ber of Commerce Hot Topics 
Luncheon. Reservations are 
full.

HEALTH
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Lawmakers scheduled the 
final meeting of their 60-day 
session for April 12 to con-
sider overriding vetoes and a 
handful of other matters left 
undone, including the state’s 
new six-year road plan.

Rhoads, who served on 
the committee that resolved 
dif ferences between the 
House and Senate versions of 
the budget, said negotiations 
were intense at times.

“They were amicable, 
for the most part,” he said. 
“But we took the negotiations 
down to the wire. We did not 
finish until 3 a.m. Thursday 
— we were told that was the 
deadline ... to be able to get 
the document printed for vot-
ing on Friday.”

One budget provision that 
pleased Waide is a commit-
ment to resume contributions 
to the state employee retire-
ment fund.

The state will fund up to 
53 percent of its commitment 
in 2012-13 and up to 57 per-
cent in 2013-14, according to 
Waide. Once the state fully 
funds its annual contributions, 
then it will have to address 
past-due commitments, he 
said.

“We have to live up to our 
promises as a state,” he said.

Medical Examiner’s 
Office

The budget provides 
$327,200 annually to keep the 
Western Kentucky Medical 
Examiner’s Office open for 
the next two fiscal years. Lan-
guage in the bill also stipu-
lates that the state medical 
examiner cannot close the 
office or shift its operations 
during the biennium, which 
begins July 1.

The office was in danger 
of closing after being without 
a forensic pathologist since 
June. Over the last nine 
months, the 25 western Ken-
tucky counties served by the 
office have transported bod-
ies for autopsy to the Medical 
Examiner’s Office in Louis-
ville.

State officials first planned 
to refill the position, but then 
they decided to close the 
office, citing the difficulty in 
finding a qualified pathologist 
to take the position and man-
dates to cut budgets.

County officials through-
out the region, however, 
opposed the plan, saying it 
shifted costs from the state 
government to the local gov-
ernment.

Coal Severance Funds
Another part of the budget 

maintains the same level of 
local control over allocations 
from single-county coal sev-
erance taxes. The funds are 
based on taxes levied on coal 
production and allocated back 
to coal-producing counties on 
a proportional basis.

These monies traditionally 
has been included in the state 
budget as line-item projects, 
based on a list submitted by 
each coal-producing county 
and sponsored by their legis-
lators.

Senate leaders proposed 
changes to provide more 
scrutiny over how counties 
spend their single-county coal 
severance funds. They want-
ed the funds kept in a sepa-
rate account for each county, 
requiring local officials to sub-
mit an application for individu-
al projects to the Department 
of Local Government.

“It was the feeling of the 
Senate leadership that a lot 

of counties were allocating 
money improperly,” Rhoads 
said.

The plan angered sev-
eral members of the House, 
including Speaker Greg 
Stumbo.

“The speaker of the House 
said if you do that the budget 
will not pass,” Rhoads said. 
“He just flat said that. So the 
Senate backed off.”

Waide praised efforts to 
keep coal severance fund 
allocations the same as past 
years.

“The county would have 
had to satisfy a lot stricter 
criteria to get coal severance 
money back into the county,” 
he said. “That was a problem. 
It came out of our county, and 
we needed to get it back into 
our county.”

The county will receive 
more than $4 million in sin-
gle-county coal severance 
funds during the biennium. 
Among the projects ear-
marked for funding is the pro-
posed sports complex, which 
will be allocated $500,000 in 
each of the two fiscal years.

Another category of coal 
funds will provide $455,000 
in fiscal year 2012-13 and 
$812,000 in fiscal year 2013-14 
to expand the Ballard West-
ern Kentucky Veterans Cen-
ter in Hanson.

New Scholarship Fund
Some students enrolled 

in Murray State Univer-
sity’s 2-plus-2 program at 
Madisonville Community Col-
lege will benefit from a new 
scholarship program estab-
lished by the legislature.

The program stems from 
efforts to incorporate the pri-
vate University of Pikeville 
into the state-funded univer-
sity network. Although the 

bid failed, lawmakers agreed 
to established a scholarship 
program for college juniors 
and seniors who attend cam-
puses in coal-producing coun-
ties, including Hopkins and 
Henderson counties.

Rhoads said the state 
will provide $8 million annu-
ally over the next biennium 
to fund the program. Upper- 
class students are eligible to 
apply for annual scholarships 
up to $2,000 at public colleges 
and $6,000 at private colleges, 
he said.

“That only applies for 
a higher-ed facility in a coal 
county,” he said. “... It doesn’t 
matter where the students 
are from. They can apply on 
a first-come, first-serve basis.”

Unfinished Business
In the unfinished business 

category, a conference com-
mittee has been appointed to 
continue negotiations on the 
state’s six-year road plan.

Funding will be provided 
for projects listed on the first 
two years of the plan. No 
funds are provided for the 
final four years of projects, 
which typically have to work 
their up the list over multiple 
legislative sessions.

Rhoads hopes to get the 
proposed connector road 
cutting through Mid-Town 
Commons and improvements 
to Stagecoach Road on the 
unfunded portion of the road 
plan.

Another matter still pend-
ing in a bill designed to crack-
down on so-called pill mills, 
which illegally distribute pain 
killers such as Oxycotin.

Negotiations broke down 
in the Senate on Friday night, 
but a vote on the bill might be 
scheduled for the session on 
April 12.

BUDGET
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Sport’s Camp/Spa Day 2012

on the Mortons Gap 
Christian Church Campus

117 Mortons Gap Road • April 14th
Registration begins at 8:30 am

Events begin at  9:00 am

Sports Clinics will be held in the following areas:
• Basketball • Volleyball • Soccer • Cheer / Dance

Please complete the bottom portion of this form and bring it with you the day 
of the event. PARENT PERMISSION MUST BE COMPLETED IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE.

Pre-registration is encouraged. Please call 270.258.5776 or email 
sporstcampspaday2012@mymgcc.org to pre-register or ask questions.

Mini-Spa will be set up for the young ladies!

Free        
        

 

T-Shirt!      
Lunch  Provided! Grades K-12 are welcome to participate!

 
 hosted by

Name______________________________________________  Age_____  Grade_____ Sex (Circle one): M  F 

Sport you are most interested in (Circle one): Basketball Volleyball Soccer        Cheer/Dance 

T-shirt Size:  Youth Small    Youth Medium  Youth Large 

(Circle one) Adult Small  Adult Medium  Adult Large  Adult XL Adult XXL 

Parent Permission 

I hereby grant permission for ___________________________to participate in all activities of Sports Camp 2012 at          
Mortons Gap Christian Church on April 14, 2012.   The following special health problems should be noted:                
(e.g.-unusually severe reaction to bee stings, other severe allergy, hemophilia, diabetes, heart disease, etc.)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Phone:  (Home)__________________ 

                 (Cell) __________________ 

Emergency Phone:   (1)__________________    __________________________   ____________ 

(Please list two)         (2)__________________     Parent /Guardian Signature         Date             

Our Most Popular Services
Desktop/ Laptop Repairs • New Dell Computer Systems

Home/Offi ce Networking • Spyware/Virus Removal and Protection
Web Page Development and Hosting 

Visit our Website www.Kercois.net

3 Time  Winner
BEST Computer Service

GOLD OR PLATINUM 
AWARD?

CALL US @ 270-821-9247 
548 SOUTH MAIN ST MADISONVILLE, KY

help@kerco.net

REVIVAL
SUTHARDS BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy 112 • Earlington

Sunday, April 1st-4th
5 Services - 5 Evangelists 

Bros. Len Young, Jim Lantrip, Jonathan 
Harralson, Johnnie Davis & Gary Taylor

Sunday School 10 AM
Morning Worship 11 AM

Children’s Church

Fellowship Meal Following Sunday 
Morning Service

7 PM NIGHTLY
SPECIAL SINGING EACH SERVICE

EVERYONE WELCOME 

BRO. GEORGE BROOKS, PASTOR

Thank you for the beautiful fl owers, plants, 
cards, resolutions, delicious food, gifts of love, 

and donation of personal services. 
You touched our hearts and comforted us. Ev-
erything was beautiful and a loving tribute to 

Elder Jerry Hopson and his  life with us. 
Please continue to pray for our family 

We know Jesus is Love.
The family of Elder Jerry L. Hopson

Revival KICKOFF
SURRENDER in Concert

Sun April 1st 5pm
Potluck dinner after service

Evangelist Bro. Danny Green 7pm - Each Night 
Mon. April 2 - Special Singing

Tues. April 3 - Youth Night
Wed. April 4 - Special Singing

Pastor Don Raymer and congregation 
invite all to attend! 

Oakley Home General Baptist Church
5525 Manitou Rd

Manitou, KY


