
The Madisonville Lions 
Club will honor Keith 
Cartwright and Donna 
McMurtrie at its Man and 
Woman of the Year banquet.

The ceremony and dinner 
will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
April 16 at Trover Tower.

Reservations may be made 
through Saturday by calling 
Chris Findley at 824-1608 or 
email cfindley@efirstunited-
bank.com. Cost is $15 per 
person.

Bedbugs close  
Pikeville shelter
BY RON COLEMAN

THE APPALACHIAN NEWS-EXPRESS

A bedbug infestation 
has closed the Westcare 
Emergency Shelter in 
Pikeville until April 4, 
forcing the occupants and 
staff to vacate the premises, 
according to Leslie Balonick, 
senior vice president of 
Westcare Kentucky.

Balonick said her firm was 
advised by the exterminator 
that the shelter would need 
to be closed for 10 days while 
the entire facility was treated 
for bedbugs. The bedbugs 
were found in one room in the 
men’s dormitory, she said.

She said the shelter was 
closed one day last week “as 
a preventative measure,” then 
kept closed while the entire 
facility is being treated by an 
exterminator.

“Its an epidemic across 
the country,” she said of the 
insects. 
Erdil Looney, area manager 
for Westcare Kentucky, 
declined to answer questions 
regarding closure of the 
shelter due to the bedbug 
infestation.

Zora May, director of 
environmental services for 
the Pike County Health 
Department, said her 
department had not been 
notified.

“I haven’t heard anything 
about it,” she said. “You would 
think they would have called 
me. We were not notified 
that they had any type of 
problem.”

She described an 
infestation of bedbugs as 
“a public health nuisance. 
Bedbugs don’t carry diseases. 
There’s no real threat to the 
community,” she said.

May said the 
exterminating company 
would likely “use a chemical 
treatment and a heat 
treatment” to get rid of the 
bedbugs.

“Since it is a private facility, 
they would not have to call 
us. We only inspect their 
kitchen, not the rest of the 
building or grounds, so we 
wouldn’t go into anyone’s 
room. The kitchen would be 
public because they get public 
funds.”

The shelter is just off 
Bypass Road at the corner 
of Redale Road and Dobbins 
Drive.

Balonick didn’t know how 
many persons were being 
sheltered at the time of the 
closing, but she said the 
capacity is 30 persons. The 
shelter provides three meals 
a day and a place to sleep for 
men, women, families and 
children, she said.

“Several steps had to be 
taken,” Balonick said. “We 
have it under control. We 
caught it. We had to get the 
staff out of there, too.”

She did say that a staff 
member is available 24/7 via 
telephone to direct individuals 
or families to other facilities in 
case someone comes looking 
for shelter.

Those who were relocated 
to other facilities will be 
allowed to return to the 
facility if they still need shelter 
when it reopens, she said.

The structure was owned 
at one time by the city, but 
Pikeville City Manager 
Donovan Blackburn said 
the city gave the building to 
Westcare, and for three years 
beginning in 2005 provided 
$50,000 a year in public 
funds to the facility. The city 
currently provides the shelter 
$5,000 annually, and various 
entities provide funding, as 
well.

Blackburn said he had 
heard of “a problem” at the 
shelter, but he said the city 
has no “responsibility for or 
control over” the shelter.

Pike County does not 
contribute any funds to 
the shelter, said Brandon 
Roberts, public information 
officer for the office of Pike 
County Judge-Executive 

Wayne T. Rutherford.
Roberts said the 

judge-executive’s office 
was unaware of a bedbug 
infestation at the shelter.

Train, truck  
collide in Pembroke

BY DAVID SNOW
FOR THE KENTUCKY NEW ERA

The driver of a 
tractor-trailer hauling farm 
equipment thought he had 
enough time to get across the 
train tracks to avoid a collision 
Thursday afternoon.

However, the train hit the 
trailer in the rear, spinning 
the cab of the truck around 
at the railroad crossing on 
Main Street in Pembroke in 
Christian County.

The accident happened 
about 5 p.m. Mervin Leid, 
a self-employed driver from 
Ephrata, Pa., was hauling a 
flatbed trailer with two pieces 
of farm equipment on it. He 
was preparing to turn left just 
past the tracks onto Hopson 
Street.

“I was already coming 
across (the tracks) when I 
saw the train coming,” he 
said. “The bar didn’t come 
down. It should have come 
down sooner, then I would 
have realized the train was 
coming.”

Leid said the bar came 
down on his trailer, and his 
next thought was, “What 
should I be doing?”

“I heard the whistle and 
I moved ahead, but it just 
caught the back corner of my 
trailer,” he said.

The crossing bar on the 
south side of the tracks was 
torn off, as was a railroad 
crossing signal, which 
ended up in someone’s yard 
along with other debris. 
The tractor-trailer was spun 
around.

The tractor-trailer 
narrowly missed hitting a 
house and came to rest just 
a few yards from it. A stop 
sign on the south side of the 
tracks was mangled, and the 
crossing bar on the north 
side of the tracks was also 
damaged.

Local emergency crews 
arrived at the scene soon 
after the incident. No one was 
seriously injured.

Senator seeks to quietly 
boost court clerks’ pay

BY JOHN CHEVES
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

FRANKFORT — The 
Kentucky Senate has 
approved a mandatory 
pay raise for circuit court 
clerks, at a possible cost to 
taxpayers of $2 million to $3 
million a year, after a Senate 
Republican leader quietly 
added the proposal to an 
unrelated House bill.

Under the proposed 
state budget agreed to early 
Thursday, state workers will 
not get a pay raise next year, 
and state retirees will not get 
a cost-of-living adjustment in 
their pensions.

However, Senate Majority 
Whip Carroll Gibson of 
Leitchfield — who is a 

retired circuit court clerk 
— on Tuesday successfully 
amended House Bill 234 on 
the Senate floor to include 
language raising the 120 
circuit court clerks’ base 
salaries by 2 percent to 15 
percent, depending on their 
individual circumstances.

Gibson spent less than 
a minute explaining his 
changes on the Senate floor. 
He told his fellow senators 
that his amendments were 
aimed at “pretty much 
leveling the playing field” for 
court clerks, as compared to 
other elected county officials. 
None of the senators asked 
questions.

Under Gibson’s proposal, 
the clerks’ base pay would 
climb as high as $113,615 a 
year, starting in 2014, up from 
the current high of $99,180. 
That would be more than the 
$112,668 a year that district 
judges presently make.

Gibson’s language also 
would require that clerks 
get expense and incentive 
payments amounting to 
thousands of additional 
dollars annually.

In a prepared statement 
Thursday, Gibson said he’s 
interested in fairness.

Other elected county 
officials are paid salaries 
based on their years of 
service and the population 
of their counties. But the pay 
of circuit court clerks is left 
to the determination of the 
judicial branch, headed by the 
chief justice, Gibson said.

“In most counties, circuit 
clerks are paid less than 
other elected officials, such 
as the county judge, county 
clerk and jailer. The Senate 
amendments simply put 
circuit clerks on the same 
pay schedule as every other 
county elected official and 
will not take effect until 2014,” 
Gibson said.

The original HB 234 was 
a routine bill concerning the 
legal procedure for changing 
the name of a child. After 
Gibson’s changes were added 
to the bill Tuesday, the Senate 
unanimously approved it and 
returned it to the House, 
where members must vote 
to concur or not concur with 
Gibson’s additions.

“This was all a surprise to 
me. I didn’t know anything 
about it,” said Rep. Tanya 
Pullin, D-South Shore, the 
bill’s sponsor. Pullin said she 
could not predict the bill’s 
fate with the amendments 
attached.

Court officials said pay 
raises for court clerks are an 
unfunded mandate that would 
force more cuts elsewhere 
in the next judicial budget, 
which already has more 

than 8 percent in spending 
reductions. Budget cuts in 
recent years have forced the 
state courts to eliminate 282 
jobs, most of which were 
filled at the time.

Stephanie King-Logsdon, 
president of the Kentucky 
Association of Circuit Court 
Clerks, which lobbies 
the legislature, said her 
group supports the Senate 
amendments. Gibson, a 
retired Grayson County 
circuit court clerk, is a 
member of her group.

“This is a benefits 
equalization issue,” said 
King-Logsdon, the McClean 
County circuit court clerk. 
“The clerks’ benefits package 
should be comparable to 
other county elected officials.”

Frankfort man 
surrenders after standoff

BY JIM WARREN
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER

A man surrendered to 
Frankfort police just before 
10:20 Thursday night after 
barricading himself in an 
apartment for almost 11 hours.

Frankfort police Major 
Fred Deaton said William 
Durham, 59, will be charged 
with three counts of 
attempted murder against 
police officers.

Deaton said Durham 
had sustained no obvious 
injuries, but would be taken 
to a hospital for examination, 
since officers fired tear gas 
canisters into the apartment 
at the Salem Square 
Apartments complex where 
Durham had been holding 
out since about noon.

Deaton said he was unsure 
why Durham finally decided 
to surrender, although he 

speculated that Durham 
might have been exhausted 
from all the gas.

During the standoff, 
Durham fired three shots, 
at least two aimed at police 
officers, Deaton said. 
The third shot struck an 
ambulance.

Durham lived at Salem 
Square Apartments, 
according to Frankfort police, 
who were dispatched to the 
scene after receiving reports 
of man openly loading a gun 
and talking incoherently.

Durham said police think 
Durham was armed with at 
least one handgun. Officers 
were planning to enter the 
apartment after Durham 
surrendered to see if there 
were more weapons inside.

According to Deaton, 
police negotiators tried with 
little success to talk with 
Durham as the day wore on. 
He said Durham wouldn’t 
answer when officers called 
the apartment telephone and 
also refused to speak when 
officers tried to talk with him 
through the door.

Police eventually broke 
out a window and tossed 
a “throw phone” into the 
apartment, but the man 
would not answer calls to that 
phone. At that point, police 
fired or threw several “low 
irritant gas” canisters into 
the apartment, hoping that 
would encourage Durham to 
negotiate, Deaton said.

Instead, police said, 
Durham threw the phone 
back out and fired the shots.

Police evacuated most 
residents from the apartment 
complex after the standoff 
began. Deaton said officers 
hoped to move them back 

into their residences as 
soon as lingering tear gas 
dissipated.

AG: Agency violated open 
meetings law

BY MARLA TONCRAY
THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT

Kentucky Attorney 
General Jack Conway has 
ruled that board members 
of Buffalo Trace Area 
Development District have 
violated Kentucky’s Open 
Meetings Act related to a vote 
taken on Feb. 21.

The vote at the heart of the 
matter involved the selection 
of a citizen member to the 
BTADD board.

According to Conway’s 
ruling, which is dated 
March 26, Lewis County 
Judge-Executive Thomas 
Massie filed a complaint 
with BTADD Chairman Bill 
Boggs on Feb. 28 in which 
he alleged that Vanceburg 
Mayor Todd Ruckel and 
BTADD members conducted 
private conversations with 
board members in advance 
of the Feb. 21 meeting to 
secure the election of the 
mayor’s nominee and defeat 
the election of the judge’s 
nominee. In support, Massie 
observed that “no notice 
of appointment of a board 
member was placed on 
the agenda for the Feb. 21 
meeting, yet some members 
carried proxy votes for 
absentee members to the 
meeting.” Additionally, 
Massie alleged that the board 
improperly conducted the 
election by paper ballot rather 
than by roll call vote, that the 
paper ballots were reviewed 
by only three members of the 
board, and that the vote count 
was not announced. It was his 
position that the election “was 
not executed in a manner 
consistent with the spirit and 
letter of the open meetings 
laws.”

According to the ruling, in 
a timely response, Chairman 
Boggs acknowledged that the 
Feb. 21 vote was conducted 
by paper ballot after a motion 
to conduct a roll call vote 
failed for lack of a second but 
noted that BTADD’s bylaws 
“do not prescribe the means 
of conducting the election.”

Massie said Thursday 
BTADD board members 
were trying to avoid 
transparency and then 
followed the statement by 
asking how much public 
business is being conducted 
in secret at BTADD meetings.

“The election of the new 
board member was not even 
on the agenda yet board 
members came with proxy 
votes from other board 
members who were not 
able to attend,” said Massie. 
“Back room dealings were 
going on. Our citizens 
deserve full transparency and 
protection from these kinds 
of acts. That’s why I filed the 
complaint.”

Boggs said Thursday 
he had not had a chance to 
review the opinion, although 
Massie said all parties 
involved were in receipt of the 
document Monday.
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Early 20th century mining

Lions Club to honor Cartwright, McMurtrie
BY THE MESSENGER STAFF

Madisonville	 $3.87
Mortons	Gap	 $3.85	
Dawson	Springs	 $3.89
Henderson		 $3.76
Hopkinsville									$3.76
Providence		 $3.89
USA	Average	 $3.92

Today’s	Poll

Area	Gas	Prices
(Lowest	found	as	of	5	p.m.	yesterday)

Tell	us:	

What	do	you	think	about	the	
state’s	$19	billion	biennium	
budget	approved	by	the	

Kentucky	General	
Assembly	on	Friday?

Vote	online	at
the-messenger.com

Yesterday’s	question

Have	you	ever	had	a	
teacher	that	made	a	

difference	in	your	life?

Yes	 	 55%

No	 	 45%

Lottery Numbers
Saturday’s numbers:
Kentucky 
Midday Pick 3: 2-9-5
Midday Pick 4: 1-9-6-3
Evening Pick 3: 9-4-7
Evening Pick 4: 3-2-6-4
Cash Ball: 9-22-28-33; 
Cash Ball was 22; Kicker 9-3-7-7-3
Powerball: 5-14-36-54-58; 
Powerball 27; 

Photo and information provided by the Historical Society of Hopkins County
In this photo from around 1912, miners show off the first air drill used in a mine. The mine is believed to be the Fox Run 
Mine. The miners are, from the left, Will Gribble, foreman Arthur Robinson and Will Graham. Note the men are using car-
bide lamps instead of the old oil lamps.
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