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TODAY:
Mostly sunny
High: 86  Low: 64

MONDAY:
Mostly sunny
High: 87  Low: 58
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The Messenger appreciates all of 
its customers. Today, we would like 
to personally thank Donald Smith 
of St. Charles for subscribing to the 
paper.

UK Wildcats are off to 
title game after 69-61 

win over U of L

NCAA	TOURNEY SOFTBALL
Lady Maroons finish as 
the runner-up team in 
South Warren Invitational
C1C1

Skepticism lingers in some 
circles after lawmakers put their 
stamp of approval on Kentucky’s 
new $19 billion biennium budget.

Two Madisonville lawmakers 
hold different opinions on wheth-
er the two-year spending plan, 
adopted late Friday night, cuts 
deeply enough into state debt.

Sen. Jerr y Rhoads, a Demo-

crat, describes the budget, which 
funds fiscal years 2012-13 and 
2013-14, as conservative and aus-
tere.

“We have cut more than a bil-
lion dollars out of our budget in 
about eight rounds of cuts now,” 
he said. “We’ve cut about all we 
can.

“We protected education again 
— the SEEK formula is protected 
for K-12,” he continued. “There 
wasn’t really any project in the 

budget. We did give money to the 
Horse Park and the city of Lexing-
ton for downtown development, 
which includes Rupp Arena.”

However, Rep. Ben Waide, a 
Republican, believes the spend-
ing cuts didn’t go far enough to 
reduce the state’s debt ratio.

He was one of seven members 
of the House to vote against the 
budget Friday night, citing a pro-
jected debt ratio of 6.58 percent 
and an increase in overall debt 

during the second year of the plan.
“There are some good things 

in the budget,” he said. “But, over-
all, it still did not reduce spending 
and did not reduce debt.”

If leadership gets serious about 
reducing spending, then the bud-
geting process would start during 
the summer instead of the final 
three weeks of the legislative ses-
sion, Waide said.

“You can’t just say across-the-
board cuts will solve everything,” 

he said. “That won’t work. There 
are some things that probably 
need more money, and there are 
other things that need a little bit 
less.”

The budget, which is still sub-
ject to line-item vetoes by Gov. 
Steve Beshear, cuts most govern-
ment agencies by 8.4 percent and 
universities by 6.5 percent. Fund-
ing for K-12 remains the same.

SEE BUDGET/PAGE A4

State budget gets mixed reviews
BY LAMAR BRYAN

MESSENGER LEAD REPORTER
LBRYAN@THE-MESSENGER.COM

Fighting childhood obesity is a 
long-term effort.

The Pioneering Healthier Com-
munity committee has been mak-
ing strides in Hopkins County the 
past few years, many based on the 
suggestions of Dr. Mark Fenton.

Fenton is an adjunct associate 
professor at the Tufts University’s 
Friedman School of Nutrition Sci-
ence and Policy in Boston. The 
Olympic racewalker, former PBS 
host and author speaks all over 
the country about public health.

He will be in Madisonville Mon-
day through Wednesday, tour-
ing the community and offering 
insight on how Hopkins County 
can improve walkability, biking 
and access to fresh produce. The 
Pioneering Healthier Community 
committee is sponsoring Fenton’s 
trip.

“We thought this would be a 
great way to bring him here and 
recharge everyone in the commu-
nity,” said Madisonville City Coun-
cilwoman Hannah Myers, who is 
also a member of the committee.

Myers said the 10-member Pio-
neering Healthier committee bat-
teries were charged after listening 
to Fenton speak at a conference in 
Washington, D.C., two years ago.

“He just really impressed us 
all,” said Pam Stuart, the YMCA 
wellness director. “He was all of 
our favorites.”

Nearly two years ago, the Pio-
neering Healthier Communities 
committee received a $40,000 

SEE HEALTH/PAGE A4

Expert to 
discuss 

health issues
BY ERIN SCHMITT

MESSENGER STAFF WRITER
ESCHMITT@THE-MESSENGER.COM

A shopper might scof f these 
days if handed one of the first 
personal computers from the late 
1970s.

The bulky devices contained 
about 4 to 5 kilobytes of memory.

Similarly, the first cellphone 
looked quite different from today’s 
models, measuring a foot long. It 
became commercially available in 
1983, had a 30-minute battery life 
and a $3,995 price tag. Texting was 
out of the question.

The cellphone store also evolved, 
becoming more than just a place to 
sign up for a plan.

After six months of construc-
tion work, AT&T will open its new 

Madisonville store at 9 a.m. Mon-
day.

It was business as usual Friday 
evening at the store’s old location 
downtown on North Main Street.

At the new retail store on East 
Center Street, phone technicians 
and construction crews were finish-
ing interior work behind the glass 
doors and windows of the state-of-
the-art facility.

Inside the 3,500-square-foot brick 
building, the company will show-
case an extensive portfolio of wire-
less, broadband, video and wired 
voice products.

The AT&T Experience Store, as 
described by Cathy Lewandowski, a 
Nashville spokeswoman for AT&T, 
will offer a high-tech venture.

SEE AT&T/PAGE A4

AT&T to open new store on East Center Street
BY DOREEN DENNIS
MESSENGER STAFF WRITER

DDENNIS@THE-MESSENGER.COM

Jim Pearson, The Messenger, jpearson@the-messenger.com, 824-3229
The new AT&T retail store will open at 9 a.m. Monday a new 3,500-square-
foot building on East Center Street in Madisonville.

Easter  
Egg-stravaganza

Above: Hundreds of kids and their families converged on Madisonville City 
Park Saturday to take part in Eggstravaganza, the annual communitywide  

Easter egg hunt sponsored by Covenant Community Church.

Left: Providence residents Hunter Brown, left, and his brother Bo give the 
Easter Bunny a hug prior to participating in Covenant Community Church’s 

Eggstravaganza Saturday at Madisonville City Park.

Photos by Jim Pearson, The Messenger, jpearson@the-messenger.com, 824-3229
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Not a Factory Warranty 
See dealer for details.

Price Good thru April 14. 2012
Covers normal factory scheduled service.  Plan is 2 years or 25K miles, 

whichever comes fi rst. Th e new Toyota vehicle cannot be part of a 
rental or commercial fl eet or a livery or taxi  vehicle. See participating 

Toyota dealer for details. **2012 EPA estimated mileage.  Actual 
mileage may vary

NEW 2012 
CAMRY LE

INCLUDES 
TOYOTA CARE 
AND LIFETIME 

WARRANTY

WWW.HUDSONHASIT.COM

 TOYOTA

$3,000 
OFF MSRP 1055 Crossing Place 

Off Island Ford Rd.
Exit 44 Pennyrile Pkwy. 

Madisonville, KY

25 city/35 
highway **


