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Fielder signs 
with Tigers

DETROIT (AP) — Free 
agent first baseman Prince 
Fielder and the Detroit Tigers 
agreed on a nine-year, $214 
million contract that fills the 
AL Central champions’ need 
for a power hitter, a person 
familiar with the deal said.

CBS first reported the 
agreement.

The person told The Asso-
ciated Press that the deal was 
subject to a physical, speak-
ing on condition of anonym-
ity because the contract was 
not yet complete.

Lincecum inks 
$40.5M deal 
with Giants

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Two-time NL Cy Young 
Award winner Tim Lincecum 
and the San Francisco Giants 
reached a verbal agreement 
on a two-year contract worth 
$40.5 million.

The deal includes a 
$500,000 signing bonus and 
salaries of $18 million this 
year and $22 million in 2013, 
a person familiar with the 
agreement said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause the terms were not an-
nounced.

Posada retires 
from Yankees

NEW YORK (AP) — Jorge 
Posada announced his re-
tirement, ending his major 
league career after 17 sea-
sons, all with the New York 
Yankees.

Posada joins Bernie Wil-
liams and Andy Pettitte in 
retirement, leaving only 
37-year-old Derek Jeter and 
42-year-old Mariano Rivera 
from the core group that led 
the Yankees to four World Se-
ries titles in five years from 
1996-2000.

PRO FOOTBALL

Raiders hire 
Denver’s Allen

ALAMEDA, Calif. (AP) — 
The Oakland Raiders report-
edly agreed to hire Denver 
defensive coordinator Den-
nis Allen as their new head 
coach, breaking a more than 
three-decade stretch of of-
fensive-minded head coach-
es for the franchise.

The hiring was first re-
ported by Fox Sports and ES-
PN, with both outlets saying 
final details were still being 
worked out Tuesday night.

PRO HOCKEY

Ovechkin to skip  
All-Star game

ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — 
Alex Ovechkin is skipping 
the NHL All-Star game, a de-
cision he announced a day 
after getting a three-game 
suspension from the league 
for a hit on an opponent.

PRO BASKETBALL

Wizards fire 
Saunders

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Wizards fired Flip Saun-
ders as coach after the team’s 
NBA worst 2-15 start.

He will be replaced by as-
sistant Randy Wittman for the 
rest of the season. Saunders 
was in his third season with 
the Wizards, going 51-130.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Navy to join 
Big East in 2015

NEW YORK (AP) — Navy 
is headed to the Big East, giv-
ing up more than 130 years 
of football independence to 
join a conference that is in 
the middle of a massive over-
haul.

The Big East announced 
that the U.S. Naval Academy 
has accepted an invitation 
to join the league for football 
only, starting in 2015. The 
conference has now added 
six new members in the last 
seven weeks after losing three 
members and having anoth-
er school renege on a future 
commitment in the fall.

photo submitted

Four Western hills track athletes competed at the university of Kentucky Wildcat Classic, the 
largest indoor high school track meet in Kentucky, saturday at Nutter Fieldhouse. Junior Alisha 
Adair placed first out of 70 runners in the 60-meter dash and first out of 125 in the 200-meter 
dash, breaking the meet record in the 200. sophomore Anna Curlin placed first out of 80 in the 
400, freshman harper Jones placed fifth out of 75 in the 800, and sophomore Alaina hall placed 
16th out of 125 in the 200.  Adair, hall, Curlin and Jones placed first out of 19 teams in the 
4x400-meter relay. pictured from left are Jones, hall, Whhs coach Christian Adair, Curlin and 
Alisha Adair.

WHHS runs well at Wildcat Classic

TENNiS: AuSTRALiAN OPEN

BY DENNIS PASSA
AP SPortS Writer

MELBOURNE, Austra-
lia (AP) — Appearing ill 
for much of the match, de-
fending champion Novak 
Djokovic held on to beat 
David Ferrer 6-4, 7-6 (4), 6-1 
and complete a blockbuster 
semifinal lineup at the Aus-
tralian Open.

He leads the top four men 
in tennis into the semis at 
Melbourne Park — Djokov-
ic against No. 4 Andy Mur-
ray, who won his quarterfi-
nal match earlier Wednes-
day 6-3, 6-3, 6-1 over Kei Ni-
shikori of Japan.

On Thursday, No. 2 Ra-
fael Nadal plays No. 3 Rog-
er Federer, the first time 
the two former top-ranked 
stars have met in a semifi-
nal since the 2005 French 
Open.

Djokovic rubbed the 
back of his upper left leg on 
several occasions, looked 
on the verge of being phys-
ically sick in the second 
set and buried his head in 
towels several times dur-
ing breaks. During the third 
set, a tired-looking Djokov-
ic sat down on a linesman’s 
chair during a line-call vid-
eo challenge by Ferrer.

“I was lucky to get out of 
the second set, it was a big 
mental advantage to get 
two sets up,” Djokovic said.

After the match, he ap-
peared to play down any 
on-court physical difficul-
ties, saying “you have to 
hang in there.”

The Nadal-Federer semi-
final matchup has been 
rarely possible because 
the pair held the top two 
spots for most of the time 
between 2005 and 2010, 
meaning they could only 
meet in the finals after be-
ing placed in opposite sides 
of the draw.

Djokovic said he’d be 
watching the Nadal and Fe-
derer match like any tennis 
fan.

“I will enjoy it from my 
couch, they’re two out of 
four or five of the greatest 
players to play this game, 
they’ve been so dominant,” 
Djokovic said. “Every time 
they play it’s a treat. I’m go-
ing to have a nice dinner at 
home and watch them.”

Murray, for his part, is al-
so surprised to be not facing 
Nadal in the semifinals.

“It has been amazing, I 
pretty much drew to be in 
Nadal’s half ... almost every 
Slam,” Murray said. “I can’t 
remember the last time 
I wasn’t in his half of the 
draw. It’s been a long time.”

On the women’s side, 
former and reigning Wim-
bledon winners Maria 
Sharapova and Petra Kvito-
va — two of the three play-
ers who can take the No. 1 
ranking a— advanced to 
the semifinals.

Sharapova won 6-2, 6-3 
on Wednesday against fel-
low Russian Ekaterina Ma-
karova, who knocked out 
five-time champion Serena 
Williams in the previous 
round. Kvitova reached the 

semifinals at Melbourne 
Park for the first time with a 
6-4, 6-4 win over unseeded 
Italian Sara Errani.

The other player who can 
reach No. 1 — third-seeded 
Victoria Azarenka — plays 
defending champion Kim 
Clijsters in the other semifi-
nal Thursday.

Sharapova must repeat 
her 2008 Australian title run 
if she is to take over the No. 
1 spot from Caroline Wozni-
acki, who lost any chance of 
maintaining her top rank-
ing when she lost in the 
quarterfinals to Clijsters. 
Kvitova only has to match 
or better Azarenka to take 
the top spot.

Sharapova has dropped 
one set and lost 21 games in 
five matches.

“It’s been a long road 
back to this stage,” said 
Sharapova, who spent 10 
months off the court with 
a shoulder injury that re-
quired surgery.

Sharapova held the No. 
1 ranking for seven weeks 
each in 2005 and 2007 and 
three weeks in mid-2008.

“I’ve been fortunate 
enough to be in that po-
sition before,” Sharapova 
said. “I think the girls that 
are trying to get that posi-
tion haven’t been in that 
position before. It’s a little 
bit different because I feel 
like I’ve experienced both 
things in my career: win-
ning Grand Slams and be-
ing No. 1 in the world. You 
can’t compare the two.”

Djokovic, Nadal, Murray, 
Federer in Aussie semis

SuPER BOWL: NEW ENGLAND PATRiOTS

Ap/elise AmeNdolA, File

big game or just another regular-season matchup, New eng-
land patriots head coach bill belichick believes in consistency 
as a cornerstone of his coaching. 

BY  HOWARD ULMAN
AP SPortS Writer

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. 
(AP) — Season opener or Su-
per Bowl, every game is a big 
game to Bill Belichick.

His consistent approach 
to preparation for the next 
opponent, whether a pow-
erhouse or a pushover, is the 
cornerstone of the coaching 
that has brought the New 
England Patriots to their 
fifth Super Bowl in 11 years.

The more intense the 
practices, the more pre-
pared his players are for the 
game.

“You know what to ex-
pect week-in and week-out 
with him,” wide receiver 
Matthew Slater said. “The 
attention to detail is always 
there. It doesn’t matter if 
it’s a bye week or if it’s a di-
visional playoff round. He’s 
committed to winning and 
that commitment never fal-
ters, no matter what the cir-
cumstance, no matter how 
much success we’ve had or 
how many games we may 
have lost in a row.”

During practices, Belich-
ick strolls the field, some-
times twirling his whistle on 
a lanyard, other times stop-
ping to talk with players. 
His daily message is sim-
ple — get the fundamentals 
right and just do your own 
job while preparing for the 
uniqueness of the next op-
ponent.

That’s resulted in 10 
straight victories, eight in 
the regular season and two 
in the playoffs. Another win 
on Feb. 5 against the New 
York Giants would give the 
Patriots their fourth Super 
Bowl championship.

“I think every game is a 
big game,” Belichick said 
Tuesday. “Every time we get 
an opportunity to compete 
then we try to take advan-
tage of the time leading up 
to that opportunity — the 
practice week, the prepara-
tion, the film study, under-
standing our game plan and 
our adjustments, all of those 
kinds of things.

“What else is there to 

work on but the game, the 
next one on your schedule, 
the one that you’re playing? 
You try to cover all your bas-
es for that game, you play it, 
and then you start the pro-
cess all over again with the 
next one.”

Right guard Brian Wa-
ters played his first 11 sea-
sons with the Kansas City 
Chiefs. But when he signed 
with the Patriots on Sept. 4, 
eight days before the season 
opener, he quickly sensed 
the difference in Belichick’s 
style.

“I wasn’t here in train-
ing camp but, from day one, 
I can tell that he’s all about 
the details,” Waters said. 
“He’s all about everybody 
doing their own job and 
staying in their lane. Every-
body has their own respon-
sibilities. That’s something 
that you learn early on and 
that’s something that he still 
makes sure that we under-
stand today.”

Another part of the 
Belichick playbook: Don’t 
focus on the past or far into 
the future, just on the next 
practice and the next game.

That’s a big enough 
workload, considering how 
hard he pushes his players.

The Patriots are special, 
he said, “because we pre-
pare. We prepare harder 
than any other place that 
I’ve played and it definite-
ly gets you focused in on 
your opponent and know-
ing them and understand-
ing their strengths and how 
they want to attack you.

One of the Patriots’ most 
veteran players, left tackle 
Matt Light said that what 
stands out most about 
Belichick is his “consisten-
cy, just his ability to stay fo-
cused to the nth degree and 
do that repetitively, week-
in and week-out. It’s not an 
easy thing...but you know 
what? I think that coming 
in and setting that example 
with our entire coaching 
staff and how he approach-
es everything, it makes it 
easy for all of us to fall in 
line.”

Belichick strives for 
consistent approach
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a special supplement of

The State Journal & AdVantageWeddings

Engage More
Bridal Business-

Reach more brides and grooms when 
you run your ad in our upcoming 
Weddings section. This special 
supplement is the local bride’s go-to 
guide for wedding tips, products and 
services, making it the perfect place for 
you to advertise!

To learn more about this 
valuable opportunity,
contact Luke, Janna or Jack 
at 502-227-4556

Advertising Deadline: February 6th


