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Ledgers detail pill ring
Four charged in organized pipeline from Florida

Group confronted Sen. David Williams 
outside his office, things got heated
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Should the closed parking 
garage on St. Clair Street be 
demolished or repaired?
Demolish, 64% Repair, 35%
Total votes: 145
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Demolish ® Repair®
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Parking garage
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“P
aula the Penguin” from the Newport Aquarium strolls down the 

center aisle of the Kentucky House of Representatives as House 

Majority Floor Leader Rocky Adkins, D-Sandy Hook, and Rep. 

Martha Jane King, D-Lewisburg, look on.

Representatives of the Newport Aquarium were in Frankfort for the passage of a 

House Resolution honoring the facility and declaring Tuesday “Penguin Day” at the 

Capitol.

The penguin later pooped on the Senate fl oor near the desk of Senate President 

David Williams, the Lexington Herald-Leader reports. Williams, presiding over the 

chamber, interrupted the presenter of the resolution to say the animal had “just 

defecated on the fl oor.” An aquarium employee took care of the situation. 

Penguin all business on Senate fl oor

Protester charged 
in Senate scuffle

She hopes 
story will 
alert others 
to dangers

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Sheila Craine hugs her grandson, Cody Devers, 10, as she speaks 
about the death of her daughter, Ashley Devers. 

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Lexington compos-
er has been charged with 

m e n a c -
ing after 
an alter-
cation in-
v o l v i n g 
S e n a t e 
President 
D a v i d 
Williams 
m i nutes 
after the 
S e n a t e 

adjourned Tuesday.
State police arrest-

ed 45-year-old Stephen 
Schwartz, better known 

as Stephen Trask, around 
4 p.m. and booked him in 
Franklin County Regional 
Jail around 5:15 p.m., jail 
records show. He posted a 
$100 bond.

Police say Schwartz 
and a group of protesters 
confronted Williams and 
his staff outside the Sen-
ate around 3:20 p.m. and 
had him “up against the 
wall,” according to the ar-
rest citation, obtained by 
The State Journal today.

“Several people were 
yelling and shouting out 
several things at the Presi-
dent and his staff,” the ci-
tation says. “They were 
unknown people putting 

signs in his face.”
The trooper said he 

saw Schwartz apparently 
swing at Williams’ staff 
and grab one staff mem-
ber by the neck.

“That’s when I grabbed 
(Schwartz) and pulled him 
away from the staff and 
the mob of people,” the ci-
tation reads. “(Schwartz) 
began yelling and scream-
ing that he was being 
abused and manhandled 
by (state police).”

Schwartz was at the 
Capitol to protest the leg-
islative redistricting plan, 
signed into law Friday, 

Stephen Schwartz

CHAOS AT THE CAPITOL

See SCUFFLE, A8

Mother recounts 
‘bath salts’ death

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

More Kentucky schools 
could start using environ-
mentally friendly cleaning 
products if a bill making its 
way through the state legis-
lature succeeds.

House Bill 146, spon-
sored by Democratic Rep. 
Carl Rollins, would direct 
the Kentucky Department 
of Education to promote 
“green cleaning” programs. 

It sailed through Rollins’ 
House Education Commit-
tee Tuesday morning.

Cleaning products are 
considered “green” when a 
third-party has determined 
they are nontoxic and meet 
standards for health and 
the environment.

Local school officials 
say they are already using 
cleaning supplies that are 
safe for the environment, 

See GREEN, A8

‘Green cleaning’ 
at schools promoted

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

There is one image Sheila 
Craine will have with her for 
the rest of her life: Watching 
her 26-year-old daughter lie 
in a hospital bed about to die 
from ingesting a synthetic 
drug known as “bath salts.”

A man walked into 
Craine’s home Jan. 10 to visit 
her daughter Ashley Devers, 
who had been on house ar-
rest since Dec. 2 after she was 
charged with a gas station 
robbery at Circle K a month 
earlier.

Fifteen minutes after the 
man arrived, he and Devers 

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Four Frankfort men have 
been sent to a grand jury on 
charges they engaged in or-
ganized crime to sell pre-
scription pills.

The four were involved 
with a pill pipeline to bring 
prescription Percocet from 
Florida to sell in Franklin 
County, a detective says. 

Matt Brown, narcotics 
detective with the Frank-
lin County Sheriff’s Offi ce, 
says Jason Ware, 34, of 8827 
Owenton Road, is the “ring-
leader.” 

“Ware would obtain the 
pills by sending a number 
of people … to Florida to ob-
tain these pills,” Brown said 
in Franklin District Court 
Tuesday.

Though it’s unclear how 
many suspects deputies plan 
to charge, Brown named at 
least seven involved with the 
ring, including those arrest-
ed Friday and Saturday.

“Jason Ware has fi nanced 
and directed people to go to 
Florida doctors and guided 
them in obtaining Florida 
residences to obtain a fake 
lease to get a Florida ID for 

the sole purpose of saving 
money to see those doctors 
and pharmacists,” Brown 
said.

“He fi nanced those (trips), 
directed people to rent vehi-
cles and directed people to 
hold money when he was not 
present to make sure the trip 
ran smoothly.”

After Ware was arrest-
ed Jan. 13, deputies collect-
ed about 300 Percocet pills. 
Once Ware was in custo-
dy, detectives conducted a 
search at his house where 
they found about 600 more 

went to the front porch to 
smoke a cigarette.

“She sat in the swing, lit 
a cigarette, her head went 
back, and that was it,” Craine 
told The State Journal.

The cigarette was still lit in 
her hand when the property 
managers saw her passed out 
in the swing.

 “It happened that fast,” 

Craine said.
Devers was non-respon-

sive when EMTs arrived and 
she was taken to Frankfort 
Regional Medical Center as 
emergency responders is-
sued CPR.

 Once at the hospital “it 
seemed forever they were 

See DEATH, A7

See RING, A7

“She sat in the swing, lit a cigarette, her head went back, 
and that was it.”
SHEILA CRAINE, MOTHER OF ASHLEY DEVERS

Reduce those 
heating bills 
with energy 

efficient 
windows from 

Frankfort 
Window & Vinyl 

Frankfort 
Window & Vinyl 
Supply, Inc.

Locally Owned & Operated
Visit Our Showroom at:

140 Hahn Drive • 875-1842

NEED 
GUTTERING?
We have both 5” & 6” 

guttering
See Us For All of Your 

Home Improvement Needs
• Metal Roofing • Doors
• Shutters • Vinyl Siding


