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BY AUTHORITY.

LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES TASSED AT THE FIRST

SESSION OF THE TWENTV SIXTH CONGKESS.

Pobmc No. 30.
AN ACT making appropriations for certain for-

tifications of the United States, for the year
one thousand eight hundred and forty.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House ns Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Vongress assembled, I hat the lollowing sums
be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, to be
paid out of any unappropriated money in the
Treasury, for the preservation, repairs, construc-
tion, and incidental and contingent expenses of
certain fortifications in the year eighteen hun-
dred and forty, viz:

For repairs of Fort Niagara, twenty-seve-

thousand five hundred dollars;
For rebuilding and repairing the old fortat Os-

wego, twenty thousand dollars;
For repairs of Fort Preble, three thousand

two hundred dollars;
For repairs of Fort Scammel, three thousand

sour hundred dollars;
For repairs of Fort McCIary, seven hundred

and fifty dollars;
For repairs of Fort Constitution, three thou-

sand six hundred and seventy-on- e dollars;
For repairs of Fort Independence and sea wall

of Castle island, one hundred thousand dollars;
For Fort Warren, one hundred and fifty thou-

sand dollars;
For Fort Adams, eighty thousand dollars;
For fortifications at New London harbor, twenty--

five thousand dollars;
For Fort Schuyler, eighty thousand dollars;
For repairs of Fort Hamilton, twenty thou-

sand dollars;
For repairs of Fort Lafayette, five thousand

dollars;
For repairs of Fort Columbus, one thousand

six hundred and sixty-tw- o dollars;
For repairs cf Castle Williams, five thousand

seven hundred and thirty-fiv- o dollars;
For repairs of south batjery, Governor's is-

land, three thousand five hundred d311ars;
For repairs of Fort Monroe, fifty thousand

dollars;
For rebuilding biidge over Mill creok, near

Fort Monroe, five thousand dollars;
For repairs of road from Fort Monroe to said

bridge, one thousand dollars;
For purchase of land in the vicinity of Fort

Monroe, bno thousand dollars;
For Fort Calhoun, fifty thousand dollars--

For Fort Caswell, six thousand .dollars;
For Fort Sumter, twenty-fiv- e thousand dol-

lars;
For repairs of Fort Moultrie, ten thousand dol-

lars;
For Fort Pulaski, forty-sou- r thousand dol-

lars;
For Fort on Foster's bank, Florida, fourteen

thousand dollars;
For FortPicketls, eight thousand dollars;
Forrepairs of Fort Barrancas, fifteen thousand

dollars;
For repairs of Fort Morgan, ten thousand dol-

lars;
For repairs of Fort Piko, fivo thousand dol

lars;
For repairs of Fort Wood, three thousan five

hundred and eighty dollars;
For repairs of the battery Bicnvenue, two

thousand five hundred dollars;
For repairs of 'Tower Dupre, sour hundred

dollars;
For repairs of Fort Jackson, twenty thousand

dollars;
For repairs of Fort St, Philip, three thousand

three hundred dollars;
For Fort Livingston, Grande Torre, Louisiana,

fifteen thousand dollars;
For contingencies of fortifications, ten thou-

sand dollars;
For incidental cxpcn'cs attending repairs of

fortifications, fifty thousand dollars Provided,
.however, that in case of a disappointment in the
receipts of revenue from customs, or lands, or
other sources, or of a failure to collect the debts
Aaa from the late deposite banks, or from the
Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania, so

that the means of the Treasury shall not bo suf-

ficient to meet the ordiniry calls for the service
of the year, according to the appropriations made
fcv Congress, and also the expenses authorized by

this act, the President of the United States shall
be and hereby is, authorized, upon ascertain-

ment, at any time, of these facts, from the Sec-

retary of the Treasury, to direct the postpone-

ment until aster the close of the next session of
Conrcss,or until Congress shall otherwise

of the whole, or such portion of the ap-

propriations made by this act as tho state of the
Treasury shall seem to him to requrie; any order
for postponement to bo made alike applicable to
each item of appropriation, so far as the state
of facts, a t the time it is made, and a d uc regard
to the public interests, will permit; and all con-

flicts entered into in pursuance of these appro
priations to be made subject to the conditions of
this proviso.

R. M. T. HUNTER,
Speaker of tho House of Representatives.

RH. M. JOHNSON,
Vice President of tho United States,

and President of the Senate.
ArritovcD, July 20th, 18-1-

M. VAN BUREN.

Resolution Public N,o..
JOINT RESOLUTION for the exchange of

bonks and public documents for foreign publi-

cations.
7,', ; '". i In) the Senate ana jjuusevj jury.

Slates of America in
re&
Can' That, the librarian, under

" True to his

the supervision of the Committee on the Libra-
ry, bo authorized to exchange such duplicates
as may be in the library for other books or works.

Second, That ho bo authorized, in the same
way, to exchange documents,

Third, That hereafter, fifty additional Copies
of the documents, printed by order of either
House, be printed' and bound for the purposo of
exchange in foreign counties.

ArrnovcD, July 20th, 1840.

REMARKS OF MR. LINCOLN OF
MASSACHUSETTS,

Copied from the National Intelligencer.
In the House of Representatives, April 10, 1840

In reply to Mr. Ogle, upon the proposition
of the latter to strike out of tho General Ap-
propriation Bill a small item for alterations
and repairs of tho President's House, &c
When Mr. LINCOLN obtained the floor, it

was late in tho evening, and, perceiving that ho
was fatigued by the long sitting, it was proposed
to adjourn the debate to tho following day, but
Mr. L. preferred saying at once what ho had to
say. lie began by replying to some remarks ot
Mr. Uglo incidental to the main debate, taking
occasion, in tho course of his reply, to state cer-
tain particulars in which his remarks on a former
day had been misstated, probably because mis-
understood, by the Reporter for the Globe news-
paper. Aster disposing of this preliminary mat-
ter, Mr. h. proceeded to the main subject before
tho Committee of the Whole, upon which he
spoke as sollows:

The member from Pennsylvania, (said Mr.
Lincoln) has insisted that the tendency of my
remarks was to justify tho purchase of extrava-
gant articles of furniture for the President's
house. I repeat that I attempted no such justi-
fication, for I had neither seen many of the ex-

ceptionable articles nor enquired into their price.
The argument, so far as it went, was against
that false standard of economy which measures
tho value of a thing by its cost, and decides up-
on its fitness with no reference whatever to the
place or occasion for its use. Tho selection of
lurniture for such an establishment ismattcr of
lasto, about which minds may well differ; and I
said that while some would consider as most ap
propriate the rich and showy, others would pre-
fer the plain and simple in fashion; but that, for
a mansion so spacious and so magnificcntaathat
which tho nation had provided for the residence
of the Chief Magistrate, the furniture, so far as
I had seen, was neither too good nor too abundant.
In this, I am not aware that I alone among the
Whigs, although I may not indeed bo so happy
as to meet the approving voice of all. But docs
such a difference imply dereliction of principle
any where? The member suggests that my man-
ner of life and habits of thinking may hava given
me a taste for articles of extravagance. What
does he know of my habits of life? Sir, I can
toll him they have been as honorably laborious,
and as plainly republican, at least, as his own.
Be it from necessity or choice, I am in no wise
ignorant of those duties and offices which

the humblest station. I have been taught
to toil as faithfully, and to direct my thoughts as
uprightly, as the least proud ono here. One les-
son more have 1 learned, that, in referonce to tho
conduct of others, the tongue is an unruly or-

gan, which an evil spirit may indulgo, but which
candor and a love of truth should at all times
restrain.

Mr. Chairman, it can only be necessary to re-

view tho remarks of the member to show tho ab-

surdity ol their intended application. While he
condemns the extravagance of tho furniture, he
is silent in respect to tho appropriations through
which it was procured. 7 hese appropriations are
the grants of legislation by the Representatives of
tlie people. nose was tho work ol constructing
the costly mansion, and to what end was it rear-
ed? More than forty years have now elapsed
since tho building was erected, at the charge of
more than halt a million ot dollars to tho nation.
and from that time to the present it has been
occupied in the manner in which it is now used.
Congress, through all this intervening period,
have voted tho sums ior furnishing the house, as
they had previously done for its construction.
Is it were intended that tho occupant should
himself provide the furniture, wherefore these
grants? They commenced before the house was
first taken possession of by the elder Adams,
and tho occasions for further supplies have since
been voluntarily anticipated upon every succes-
sion to the Presidency. Besides, the spacious
halls and lofty ceilings of such a mansion require
much which would be suited to no other resi-
dence. The reasonableness of compelling a
President elect to an outlay exceeding his an-
nual salary in tho purchase of furniture for a
house, the occupancy of which he has not the
election to refuse, and the tenancy of which, at
the expiration of every sour years, is at tho dis-- .

posal of the popular voice, with the ceitainty of
tho sacrifice upon the cost of tho property in tho
attempt to dispose of it for any other place or
use, cannot gravely be contended for. The
credit of the country itself would suffer by such
an'arrangement; for cither tho officer, by the ab
sorption of hissalary in tho purchase of suitable
and suliicicnt lurniture for tho House, would be
deprived of the appointed means for his proper
support in tho office, or, by tho neglect of such
provision, would exhibit to tlio world, in Ins
public station, the discreditablocontraslof mag-
nificent apartments meanly destitute or scantily
lurmshcd with whatever was Appropriate to tueir
occupation. It is a great mistake to suppose
that these accommodations are lor the personal
relies, or to the private advantage of the Presi-
dent, lie is made by them, and by the ampli-
tude of his salary, emphatically the host of the
nation. Hid guests are the guests of the people.
The Executivo mansion is the place of their re
ception. This house of the people is the sitting
position in which, in tho person of their Chief
Magistrate, they receive from the representa-
tives of other people the homage due to the
soyeieignty of this great Republic. Here am-

bassadors and ministers, the accredited messen-
gers from tho proudest and most powerful, the
enlightened and most refined of tho kingdoms
of tho earth, aro received and entertained in the
name of tho hospitality of the nation! And
here, too, tho courtesies of official station are ex-

changed between tho high functionaries of tho
Government, and extended to all classes of the
citizens. The house, it is well known, is open
to all, and is daily visited by many. Is it too
much, then, that the place and its appendages
arc beyond the requirements of private station?
I venture the assertion, that so far as the person-
al interest of the President is concerned, (I
speak not of the present incumbent, but of who-

ever has becu or may bo in tho office,) it would
bo preferable, far preferable, to him, to occupy,
at his own cost, a smaller and more humble
dwelling, than to submit to tho inconveniences
and heavy exactions which his required residence
in the Lixecutivo mansion necessarily imposes.
Sure lam that', in a pecuniary point ofvicw, it
would bo much better for any incumbent in the
officii to receive ten thousand dollars, and fur
nish his own habitation, than with twenty-fiv- e

thousand to maintain the stylo of living and
public hospitality which every President in
succession has deemed but in conformity with
the di sign, as well as the liberality of present
provisions.

But thp member complain,, of it as a monstous

charge-he comes, the Herald of a noisy
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abuse, that tho President of the United States,
Hi auuiiiim io ins salary, anu me use ol a

house, should have the grounds about tho
latter kept in order at the public expense He
says the Fresidcnt ought to furnish his own
housoand employ his owngardener,ashissalary
is amply sufficient. I have only to add to what

have before said on this subicct. that such bus
not been the judgement or the pleasure of tho
people. For forty years, their Representatives,
sitting in these halls, without division in ccnti- -
ment or vote, have provided the house, supplied
the furniture, directed tho enclosure and im-
provement of the grounds, and reonired their
occupation by tho Chief Maeistratc Tho sala-
ry may be sufficient for the office. On this point
1 take no issue with the member. So may the
per diem of eight dollars be ample compensatfon
for a Rcptesentativc in Congress. But does tho
scrupulous member receive nothing more? I
uuuiiiiiu ui nun io say n eight dollars a day is
not abundant recompense for the value of his
labors hero; and yet, does he keep his hands
Clean from all the perquisites of place? Has he
no Government stationery in his room? no Con-
gressional penknife of costly extravagance, at
this very moment in his pocket? Has he never
ordered to his lodgings the "beautiful "embossed
and laeo edged note paper," an I ' 'fancy sealing
wax," lor the use ot any of his family, or re-

ceived to his own use a distributive share of the
"spoils," in costly editions of books printed at
the expense of the Treasury? Sir, let me not bo
misunderstood. I do not condemn him in this,
for the legislation of the House allows it. But
I say ho receives these things by a more question-
able authority than does the President of tho
United States the accommodations which are the
burden of his complaint. When, therefore, the
member goes to his constituents and to mine
with the objections that the Chief Magistrate of
mo nation is (in li:s most courteous language)
robbing and cheating tho people in receiving.
under an appropriation of Congress, tho use of
a furnished house and the care of a garden, in
addition to hissalary, let him, at tho same time,
honestly admit, that to his own pay he adds, at
the public charge, perquisites of considerable
value, and which a colleague of his, Mr. Petri-ki- n

on another occasion, pronounced, although
I think by gross exaggeration, equal in amount to
the per diem. Sir, the President is much rather
to bo justified in the use of his furnished lodgings
than tho member in the enjoyment of his perqui-
sites; for the latter may be refused, while the
former, consistently with the existing arrange-
ments of the Government, cannot be declined.

1 regret, Mr. Chairman, that it is necessary
for mo to pursue this ungrateful subject further.
I sear, in doing it, I shall exhaust the patience of
committee. But the member cavils with me for
sustaining tho appropriation for the salary of
the gardener ut the President's Square. In my
remarks, on a former day, to which he excepts,
I said that this had been a usual appropriation
for many years, and that I saw no new reason at
this time, for its discontinuance. I have now in
my hand a certificate from the Commissioner of
the fubliclJuildings, showing that the gardener,
the very same individual, with the same charac-
ter of servico, and at the same rate of compen-
sation has been in the employ of tho Govern-
ment for the continuous period of fifteen years,
having been first encased in 1825. I will read
tho certificate here, as notice that I shall offer it
on tho trial of tho issuo between the member and
myself before my constituents: '

' ' the Commissioner PublicOffice of of Buildings.
"It appears from the books of this office that

John Ousley was appointed gardener at tho
President's Square on the 1st of August, 1825,
at a rogular salary of sour hundred and fifty dol-
lars per annum for his services. He has receiv-
ed that salary quarterly, up to tho 31st Decem-
ber, 1839, and is at this time tho gardener at the
President's Square.

"W. NOLAND."
In respect to the grounds about the President's

House, thoy, in common with those, around the
Capitol, are, at all times, open to the public.
They have been laid out and ornamented at the
public charge and is not now cared for will soon
become a neglected and unsightly waste. Tho
President has no motivo to the expense of their
improvement. Like the spacious walks and
cultivated borders of the beautiful enclosure
within which wo are here situated, they aro for
the enjoyment of the people, and in the frequen-
cy of resort to them, and tho freedom with which
they aro used, it'is daily seen how little they are
regarded as private. They are,, indeed, accessi-
ble to all, and I would recommend to the mem-
ber himself, at some pleasant eventide, to re-

pair to this quiet retreat, and indulge in the
meditation to which it invites.

Again: It is made a heinous offence in me that,
in addition to ajl which is now within and about
the House, I gavo notice that tho committeoof
f.hich lam a member, would propose, at the
present session, a small appropriation for ono of
tho rooms most frequently in use, and which is
entirely destitute of furniture. The bill which
contains that appropriaticn has since been report-
ed from the committee, and gives a sew hundred
dollars for the purchase of plain furniture, ol
American manufacture, for tho ante-roo- to
tho President's parlor. The member objects
that this is altogether unnecessary, and the rea-ro- n

he assigns for this opinion is as singular as
the objection is extraordinary in itself. "In the
ante-room- s of princes," says the member, "visi-
ters are kept standing until they are admitted
to an audience." When I addressed this com-

mittee, on a former day, I described this room
as the apartment into which visiters, whether
for ceremony or business, were shown previous
to their introduction to the President. Here
they dispose of their overgarments, in all wea-

ther and seasons, and wait is need be, the pre.
vious engagements of the President; and in this
room there is not the accommodation of a mir-

ror, a table or a chair. Whatever may be the
forms observed in the courts of 'Europe, or the
habit of princes in tho treatment of their sub
jects of which I profess to be poorly advised it
strikes me as Hardly becoming tnat meysnouiu
be quoted in Republican America as sit rules to
be adopted for the regulation of intercourse be-

tween free, independent, enlightened citizens,
and their elective officers. The courts of Eu-

rope, forsooth! And such is the authority relied
upon by this Whig from Pennsylvania for deny-in- "

a chair to his constituents and mine, in the
very house provided by the people for their own
honor, and in excuso for denouncing me for
seeking to make provision for their more suita-
ble accommodation. Because tho princes of
Europe keep their vassels in scrvilo waiting upon
their pleasure, is thata reason why a Republican
citizen of the United States should lack Ihs
comfort of a seat, while the President may be
called from his table or his study to offer him
those courtesies to which every freeman is here
entitled? It is not thus my Democracy teaches.
The free citizens of a Republic are themselves
sovereigns, and tho measure ol their right and
the respect which is their due aro not to be look
ed for in the conventional ofiquette of courts,
nor arc thev tho hoon of princes. It theconstit
uentsof the member shall visit Washington, and
desire an introduction to the Chief Magistrate,
and he dare trust himtelf to accompany them to
the White House, I venture to say ho will be
made sensible of the deficiency which the com- -

I mittee propose to supply; and whatever may be

world; News from allnations, lumbering at

his OWnVlOWSof fubservipnr.v tn fliB rnilnm ns
Europe, the indignant exDressinn of renrnnf whirl.
K ...TJ rT . . .. ..uc vuum near irom those to whom he should oi
ler sucli an excuse for any want thev might wit
ness, would bring conviction to his mind that
this was not the country of princes. What !

himself a Whig, and propose a conformity to the
manners and customs of aristocratic power
aping the fashions of a royal court? Himself
professing to be a Republican, and condemn that
which respect for a republican nconle demnnda?
Sir, I repeat, this is a poor concern to be made
the occasion ol so much clamor. It hardly be-
comes the member, for such cause, to road homi-
lies upon political consistency to others. The
inducement to his gratuitous labors may be
sound in the narrowness of his own iews, rather
than in a default of fidelity elsewhere. He
mistakes a small matter of mere business expe-
diency for a great question of nrincinle. Mr.
Clrairman, lest, from the vcliemenco of his de
nunciation, any should bo led to suppose an

of party by mo, I will oven volun
teer a conlession ot faith; and I hero profess,
testify, and declare, that I am no less a Whig
than is I had never seen the Executive mansion:
ay, that I am as much to be confided in for stead- -

last opposition to tho present Administration as
though, like the member, I had the new born zeal
of a convert from Jacksonism! Sir, I am as
thoroughly opposed to Mr. Van Buren as the
member was devoted, atone time, to his "illus-
trious predecessor!" I regard the policy and
leading measures of the Administration as hos-
tile to the best interests of the people, and des-
tructive of tho prosperity of the country; and,
as such, from the first, I have been their uncom
promising opponent, and to the utmost of my
power shall continue to resist them. But in this
1 have npt, nor shall I demean nivself. bv indul

"ging in hard names and coarse invectives against
the high officers of Government.

Air. Chairman, 1 might now rest. It is not my
intention to enter into any defence of the pro-
priety of the particular appropriations which,
irom time to time, nave been made for the ac
commodationof the Chief Magistrate of the na
tion. Much less would I attempt a vindication
of tho prodigal expenditures of the present Ad
ministration. They have been extravagant and
wasteful enough, in all conscience, and furnish
an exhaustless theme for the severest animadver
sion. When I had tho honor of addressing the
comimtlco, on a former da v, I distinctly presen
ted, in connection with the subject now under
discussion, some of the most crying abuses, in
the construction of the public edifices in this
city, the deceptive- estimates, and irresponsible
proligate manas;cnieiit of those who had direc-
tion of tho work, and, as I deemed, tho wanton
and lawless diversion of funds by the Executive,
from othdr and more important objects, to their
completion. At the proper time, and on a suita-
ble occasion, I shall be as prompt as anothor to
take to task the Administration for any and all
other of their misdoings.

There was one remark of the member from
Pennsylvania made and dwelt upon with appa-
rent complacency, so extraordinary in itself, (I
was about to say, so atrocious, to my mind, in the
only application which can possibly be given to
it,) that I cannot permit it to pass unnoticed. In
referring to the furniture and cultivation of the
grounds in the use of tho President, the member
said, "tho receiver was as bad as the other
man." Sir, wo all know the words of the ad
ago "tho receiver is as bad as the thiet. And.
who is tho receiver, and who tho thief? 1'ronl
tips days of Washington, through a longsuccess-ior- t

of illustrious men, every President of the
United btates, including the elder Adams,

Madison, Monroe, J. O. Adams, Jackson,
and the present incumbent, have received the
benefit of a similar provision in their official sta-

tion. Tho housd, the furniture, the garden, and
tho cultivated grounds have been alike the en
joyment of each, and at the public charge. It
may be instructive to this committee to be in
formed of the grants of Congress for some of
those objects, during the several periods ot the
respective administrations. I have now befora
mo a statement, collated from official documents,
of appropriations for tho purchase of furnituie
for each Presidential term, aster the removal of
the Scat of Government to the Federal city.

By a law of the 2d of March, 1797, just pre
vious to the commencement of the adminjstra
tion of the elder Adams, Congress made the fol-

lowing appropration:
Proceeds of sale of old furniture, and so much

in addition thereto, as the President may judge
necessary, not exceeding S14,uUu

During tho administration of Mr. Jefferson,
the appropriations amounted tosyu.yuu.

In that of Mr. Madison to S28.000.
It was in this period that tho house was sack

cd by the British upon their incursion into Wash'
ington during the war. and the furniture, which,
from tho beginning, had cost tho nation upwards
of seventy thousand dollars, was wholly des
trovCd.

Astor the repair of the house, in tho years
1817 and 1818. during tho administration of
Mr. Monroe, the records show, appropriations for
refurnishing it, to the aggregate amount ol feou,-000-

In tho administration of Mr. JohnQ. Adams,
the grants amounted to 820,000.

In that of General Jackson to $39,000; and
In that of Mr. Van Buren, they have been, to

this time, 820,000.
The statement-fro- m which I read gives the

date of each law, and the precise appropriation
under it.

Such, Mr. Chairman, are the sums whether
lavish or not I shall not stop to consider which,
from time to time have been voted by Congress;
and these aro the"rcceivers'' to whom the mem-

ber refers men who, for accepting tho accom-
modations provided by law for the office which
they sustained, are charged with "robbing the
Treasury and fleecing the People." These are
they of whom it is said "the receiver is as bad as
tho thief!" The older Adams, tho dauntless
asso.terof American freedom; Jefferson, tho co- -

natriot of Adams, tho draughtsman of tho De
claration of Independence, the great apostle of
liberty, the very chief of Democrats; Madison,
the qhampion ot the constitution, me patriot
statesman and sage; Monroe, the soldier of the
Revolution, the brave defender of the Republic
in the first war, the inflexible and uncompromis-
ing advocate of national honor, rights and in-

terests in the l?st: theso are they who received
the appropriations, and to whom the adage is ap-

plied. Names dauntless in same, immortal in
the history of their country's renown! My ven-

erated colleague, too, the learned civillian, tho
accomnlishcd diplomatist, tho incorruptible mag
istrate, he who on this floor is the most fearless
and faithful of tho servants of the people, to-

gether with the Hero of New Orleans, "the
greatest and the best," and the more humble
"follower in the footsteps" they also aro within
the obloquy of the same reproach.

And who is the thief ? The Congress of the
United States, tho Representatives of the pen
pie, in succession, through a series of more than
forty j ears. These aro tho men who, by mak-
ing the appropriations, in the sentiment of the
member from Pennsylvania, plundered the
Treasury and kobbed their constituents! Is
there an individual irt the sound of my voice
whose cheek does not burn with indignation at
the bare recital of the charge' Where were the
sleepless sentinels of the people's rights, the

his back."

dragon guardians of tho public chests, when
theso spoilers robbed it of its treasure? Was no
arm raised for its protection? Search the jour
nals oi cither House of Congress, and neither
voice no vote is lound against ono of those ap
propriations. Is thev deserve the character now
attempted to be given them, how happens it that
in luiijr yeara mere nas been no resistance to
their passage? How happens it, indeed, that, in
tho last Congress, of which this Pennsvlvanian.
of moro than Spartan virtue, was a member, no
opposition was offered to grants precisely similar
to those contained in the present bill! Thoy
passed without objection then.

Mr. Oglo. No; u member near me says he
objected. ,

Mr. Lincoln. Who is the man? I heard of
no dissentient. Is any had the virtue, at that
time, to think it wrong, he had not the courage
to make it known. Where is the recorded vote
at a call even for a division upon the question.
Sir, the truth is, such grants were thought prop
er upon tne original consideration ot them, and
subsequently thoy have been of course and
usual. Is tho people will no longer approve
wiem.uongrcss must relcr back, by legislation,
to their occasion; dispose of the "White House:"
send the furniture to auction; and leave the
t'lesident to provide for himself his place of re-

sidence and means of accommodation. When
this shall appear to be the judgment of tho peo-
ple, I shall be sound among thelast to withstand
their will.

There is another topic upon which the mem
ber has harped loud and lon the style and
lasnion ol the articles which have been purch-
ased under the appropriations. In my imperfect-
ly reported remarks, to which the member so
freely refers for a text to his folio annotations,
with the reading of which, for hourc, ho has oc-

cupied the time of this committee, not a single
article was particularly specified or justified by
me. Wherefore, then, does he attempt to make
me responsible for such as he has chosen to de-

signate, and for the extravagance of which, up-
on the fidelity of his description only, ho asks a
sentence of condemnation? I did say, however,
generally, I have already to day repeated, and I
now reiterate, that to a casual observer the fur-
niture appears neither too rich nor too abundant
for the size and magnificence of the mansion, nor
too good for tho use of the first representative
officer of a free and sovereign people. But of
this I make no matter of personal controversy
with the member. I understand him now to say
that ho has never been at the house. How well,
then, it may comport with a becoming modesty,
or sense of justice even, to denounce unseen
that which prudent and honorable men have
sanctioned, 1 leave for others to consider. He
condemns the articles as tire exhibition of aris-
tocratic pride a.nd splendor. Well, sir, I defend
not the purchase of these articles, but take my
position behind tho character of those by whose
authority they were procured I insit that
whatever fault has been committed is with those
who furnished the means of such extravagance

is extra vagince there be with the Represen-
tatives of the people, who again and again, un-
der every Administration, with a full knowledge
of the manner in which the money would bo ex-

pended, have voted the appropriations without
restriction or qualification. I have shown that
whatever reproach attaches to the procurement
and use of such furniture has been incurred by
the head of each successive Administration. Is,
indeed, the fashion of the House be a display of
regal splendor, stern and sound Kepublicans
havoboen betrayed into this foolish error.

Thomas Jefferson was once accounted a plain
and unpretending Democrat, and passed, in his
day, for an unostentatious Chief Magistrate, and
yet wo have seen that tho sum of 529,000 was
expended for furniture during the period of his
Presidency; and this, too, in addition to the S14,-00- 0

previously granted to his immediate prede
cessor. The purity and Republican simplicity of
iur. Madison's Jilo and manners have never, to
this time, been questioned; yet to the S43,000
before appropriated, 828,000 more' were added to
the royal p.igcantry in the eight years ol his Ad-
ministration. Col. Monroe, too, was he a vain
glorious aristocrat? He has the credit, in histo-
ry, at least, of having resisted tojSblood, in the
Revolutionary conflict, a Government of royal
pride and arrogance, and by a life devoted to his
country, contributed as largely as any other to
the establishment and support of institutions of
equal rights and political equality; yet, in lus
administration, a greater expenditure was made
in lelurnishing the house, alter tho Jate war,
than under all his predecessors. What say you,
Mr. Chairman, of my venerablo colleague? Is
he not a good Whig in principle, and a plain
Republican in manners? And yet he received
whatever benefit resulted from the appropria
tion of $20,000, during the sour years of his
Presidency, added to tho large expenditure made
by Colonel Monroe Hut think you my honora-
ble colleague would have consented to this, with
a consciousness that it was intended for a mere
empty display? oi that, by doing it, in the lan-

guage of the member, he was robbing the Trea-
sury and fleecing the people? Sir, my colleague
has no occasion to make professions of honesty
or respect for the rights of the people, to entitle
his course of official action to the confidence due
to eminent public services and distinguished pri-

vate virtue. Of all men, ho would bo the last
to indulge in matters of ostentation and vain
show.

Mr. Ogle. I deny that either Adams or
Monroe ever had such trumpery as Mr. Van
Buren.

Mr. Lincoln. And I undertake to say that,
during the Presidency of Mr. Monroe, more
iMmmnnrv " na MiflmpmliRr is nleascd to term
it, was carried into the Presidential ma nsion, than5

under every other Administration, to this time,
put together.

Mr Clinirman. it was not my wish to enter at
all into this subject. But upon the denial of
the member now, I feel bound to relcr the com-

mittee to the fact, apparent upon the bills, that
which have been pointma,,, ns ltin vprw articles

ed out as most objectionable, were purchased
from the appropriation of S50.000 in the time of
Mr. Monroe. In point of truth, they were pro-

cured by him, and for his own account, while
Minister in France, and were afterwards taken
for the Government, by appraisal, on his acces-

sion to tho chair of State. Ay, sir, this famous
golden plateau, and most of these gold spoons,
and knives, and forks, and vases, which havo so

bewildered the imagination of the member, and
shocked the simple virtue of his heart, were the
purchase of the Republican Monroe! And, in

application to these even, there is a lesson of in-

fancy, which may profitably bo rcmcnibrred,
that "all is npt gold which glitters;" for, is lam
not greatly misinformed, tho plnteau, and
spoons, and knives, and forks, aro but silver
gilded, and the golden vasos but cliina painted!

But the monstrous extravagance of such
things! exclaims the member. What is done

with the vast amount of theso appropriations'
he inquires. Sir, I havo not peered into the win-

dows of the palace, or moused through the
kitchen or the garret, to sec whether the people
, , .!,:, ' worth in the purchases

l,irlfhave beenmade. This isnot the province
r ,....,!.. ns which I arn a member; nor,

.,... nerform the service. Does:, : ,..., wnnln T
ii n - - i. .r., .
itrciuire, ho asks.sucn large """. ...-- .-

plain and necessary furniture? No, sir, no, nor

isijt to be supposed that, by the large appropria -
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tions which have beenmade from timoto time,
Congress could intend the purchases should be
so restricted. Simple, indeed, must he be (I had
almost said a fool) who could imagine that, in
the authority of an outlay of fifty thousand dol-
lars, as in tho case of Mr. Monroe, or of twenty
thousand dollars, as in thoadministratiopof Mr.
Adams, or thirty thousand, as in that of Gener-
al Jackson, or twenty thousand for Mr. Van Bu-
ren, the ornamental was to bo excluded. The
schedules which tho member exhibits may well
excite his wonder. I know nothing of their fi
delity. But the carpets and tho curtains, tho
candlestics and the candelabras, the ottomans,
and the diians, the tables, mahogany and mar-
ble, the tabourets (tabby cats, in the member's
nomenclature) were all doubtless in the esti-
mates. They may bo names of startling sound
to an unpractised ear, but they are things of uso,
and no common appcaraj.ee in many a private
pallor.

One thing, above all, seems to have created
amazement with tho member. He has sound, in
his manly and dignified research, an invoico of
"cups and saucers," which were in the closets
of Mr. Adams; and hecric3out with astonish-
ment at their number. What tho need, he de.
mands, of- so many dozens of cups and saueera?
Sir, I will tell the member. They were wanted
for a purpose which he could never conjecture
the hospitable entertainment of visitors and
friends. They were a means, among others, of
offering the courtesies of place to those who call
ed upon the President as tho Representative of
iud peupic. j. ney were usea lor the rclresjimenl
of the nation's guests. To such as witnessed
the noble hospitality of my honorable colleague,
in his high official station, it need not bo told
how entirely the accommodations of the houso
were made but mere appliances to his personal
liberality. Sir, I advise the member to study
better the manners of tho past, beforo he pre-
scribes a rulo of conduct for tho suture. Tho
public residgnco of the President of the United
States has been, and should ever continue, the!
seat of a generous hospitality; and representing
as I do a and liberal constituency,
the incumbent in office, whoever ho may be,
shall never find in my voto an excuso for its ne-
glect. Is General Harrison shall succeed to tho
occupancy of the Wh'tc House, as I trust ho
may, and which I shall labor as zealously as any
ono to effect, my speech shall furnish no argu-
ment for leaving him there with only tho worn;
out and cast-of- f furniture of his predecessor.

mr. inairman, i tuank the member that ho-
llas lest us in no doubt of the causo of his griev
ous complaints in these matters. I understand
him to say that he was one of thoso who joined
in the notorious East Room clamor; and by rea-
son of tho imputed extravagance of my venera
ble colleaguo, in tho purchase of a billiard table,
some cues and chessmen, at the cost of a sew
dollars, assisted in displacing one Administra-
tion, which taxed the Treasury but twelve mil-
lions a year, to introduce a dynasty which now
requires more than thrice-tol- that amount of

expenditure. Is for such ciusehe would
hurl from place one of tho most pure and faith-
ful patriots that ever served the country, there
can bfc no surprise at tho weapons he has chosen;
with which to assail the men now in power.
Tire member once belonged to tho school of
theso same political reformers, and much I sear,,
in the fault of his early lessons, gives less heed,
at this time, to the alarming principles and fla-

grant misdoings of a vicious AdministratiohV
than a peisonal attention to a microscopic search:
for minor defects in tho boastful economy of its
disbursements. Sir, I solemnly protest against
these things being brought into the politics of
the day. They can be made to havo no just or
proper bearing there. It may seem to us that,
the salary of the President is too high, and

and its appendages too splendid and costlyt
but thoy were the appointments of wiser and
better men than ourselves, in the purer days of
the Republic, and they have been sustained and
enjoyed as the measure of every Administra-
tion, and in turn by all parties. For myself, I
am free to confess that, woro they at this time
original provisions, with present experience, I
should be the advocate of neither. But whilo
the salary continues and the houso remains, I
will not consent that tho President shall hoard
the ono or live like a recluse and niggard in tho
other.

But one word more, Mr. Chairman, and I havo
done. Is, in sustaining the appropriations to
which exceptions have been taken, I differ irt
judgment from others, it is because I regard tho
original design of tho Government in tho ar-
rangement which requires them, and not that 1
advocate extravagant grants', or havo the slight-
est reference to the benefit of their recipient.
Of tho particular manner in which tho motioy.
has been expended, I pretend to know nothing r
and I have said nothing. With Mr. Van Buren
personally, I have nought to do. Upon his tem-

per and bearing, his habits and manner of living
in private, and with those of his family, wheth-
er at home or at the Court of Queen Victoria,
tho member may as feoly descant as his tasto
shall prempt, or the patience of others bear,
without reply or heed from me. To Mr. Van
Buren politically, and to his Administration, I
am opposed upon other, and, I trust, higher
grounds than thoso which are taken in the)
speech of the member upon the broad grounds
of constitutional principles, national interests,
and thp people's rights; and I shall continue that
opposition until it shall end in the restoration of
the supremacy of law and representative gov-

ernment over Executivo usurpation and power.
Mr. Chairman, for ihe indulgence of tho com-

mittee in their kind attention to what I have had
to say, I pray 18ave to return my sincere thanks.
For detaining them, aster the fatigues of a long
setting, to so late an hour in tho evening, I owe
them an humble apology.

Hon. Dixon H. Lewis. It is stated in
the Now York papers, on the authority of
a passenger who was on board the mail boat,
during the late accident between Wilming-- .

ton and Charleston, that the Hon Dixon H.
Lewis refused to enter the boats until all the
other passengers had been saved, being
well aware that his great weight would en-

danger the lives of his fellow companions.
Thehonorable gentleman must have a soul
as large as his body, which we believe
weighs something like 400 pounds. Bah.
Sun.

PRQSPECTS.
We are not much in the habit of boasting,

but so bright and cheering are the prospects
of Democracy in East Tennessee, that we
cannot refrain from noticing the fact, and
calliii"- upon our .distant friends to report
"what of the night."

In every county in the Eastern division of
the State, with a solitary exception, Demo-

cracy is gaining strength, and we feel tho

utmost confidence in asserting that in No- -

vembernext it win give a. vcij --

Monty tor Van cureii IMarK me jiteun ""
.

1 KnoxviUe Argus.


