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G. C. Ratliff Writes Santa Claus
A Letter for Children Who Rave
Found A Rome At Baptist Orphanage

by G. C. Ratliff

It was in the green of sum-
mer the time to which all
school children look forward
with happy anticipation, vaca-
tion time, when the young,
sters have a respite from the
school room, and are free to
roam the wpolands, or to fish
and play, almost without r&-strai-nt.

This is a time when
the hearts of young and old
are quickened by the growth
of vegetation, the fragrance of
the wild flowers, and the sil-

very notes of the thrush and
the cardinal. But - for the
thought of these glorious
months, school rooms would
be less crowded, and report
cards would have much lower
markings.

But for five children hud-
dled alone in an Eastern Ken-
tucky coal town, these pleas-
ures meant nothing. Their
only concern was survival-Thei- r

mother had died and
according to their own story
their father had left them

alone and without any means
of support. Where he had
gone, they knew not.

The children, led by the lone
girl, age twelve, lived this life
for some five weeks. Neigh-
bors gave them what food they
could spare. And as the
weeks went on, they became
thinner and the color left theif'

cheeks.
.Finally, the case was re-

ported to the welfare worker
in the district, who came and

.took them to the Regular
Baptist orphanage, in Letcher
County.

"The youngest child was a
boy of three years," said
Thelma Adams, at the home.
"He had starved until I had
to fit the clothes of a two-year-o- ld

on him-- "

The children, the twelve-year-o- ld

girl and four brothers
were extremely happy at the
home. But this happiness was
to be short-live- d. For within
a few weeks the welfare man
returned to take them away.'

"He had arranged to put
them into three homes," Mrs.
Adams said, "Two each in two
homes, and one in another.

The children were unhappy,
and so were Urias Adams, the
superintendent, and his wife,
Thelma. Already they had
become attached to one an-

other. The girl called Thelma
aside and, tears in her eyes
she said:

"Please make him leave us
here- - We love you, and we
want to stay together. We'll
,be separated if he takes us
away."

Tint Mrs. Adams had no con- -
ml nver this matter, and she

i ... . , . i . . ii i

and the girl cnea togetner.i

FUNERAL SERVICES

for
SHERMAN B. REESE

were held at
The Church

Whitesburg, Ky.
on

December 7, 1953

at x

1:00 P. M. O'Clock, C.S.T.

Order of Services

"Sweet Hour of Prayer"
ANTHEM: "The Old Rugged Cross"
READING OF THE SCRIPTURE:

E. Hampton Barnette

PRAYER: Clel Rodgers

SOLO: "Saved By Grace," Shirlee Butcher

C. A. Lingle, Jr.

iNTHEM: .'God Be With You"

"Nearer My God To Me"

Then the girl said very seri-
ously,

'1 wish my father had died
instead of my mother. She
wouldn't left us alone."

In another mining com-

munity of the mountains was
a helpless boy of six years,
whom I shall call Tommy.
Tommy, went from .home jto
home, wherever he could get
to stav for a few davs. A
citizen reported the case to a
director of the orphanage m
Letcher County, and he was
taken to the home. (As far as
the orphanage could learn, the
boy had neither parent.

Tommv. like the other five
children, showed the result of
malnutrition, and the lack of
care that a youngster should
have. But he was a brave
little soul, affectionate, and
good-nature- d. He has a way
of making friends with every
body. His inevitable little
smile has the power to reach
tender hearts, and to aggra-
vate the stony ones- - He
draws close to you, edging
up slowly, until he can reach
an arm, or a thigh, and he
caresses gently, smiling sweet-
ly. Before you know it, little
Tommy has crept into your
heart.

And that's how he worked
his way into the soft hearts of

(Continued on back page)

Funeral Services For Sherman B- - Reese

Held Sunday At Presbyterian Church;
Was Father of Mrs. Archie Craft

Presbyterian

Monday,

PRELUDE:

MEDITATION':

PQ5TLIJDE:

OBITUARY

Sherman B. Reese, the son of the late John HI

and Elizabeth Enoch Reese was born in Washing-

ton. Pa., on Dec. 14, 1865. He passed away on
Dec. 4, 1953 at Whitesburg, Ky., at the age of 87

years, 11 months and 23 days. He lived his early
life in Washington, Pa., and came to Kentucky
as a lumberman in his late thirties. Early in
life he was married to Kate Bainer, who
preceded him in death. From this union tw.0

children survive him: J. Robert Reese of Colun.

bus, Ohio; and Mrs. Minnie Hufford, of Washing-

ton, Pa. Later in life he was married to Gertrude
McKenzie, who survives him, also five children
of this marriage survive: Clyde Reese of Coving-

ton, Ky.; Mrs. Archie Craft, Whitesburg, Ky.;
Carl Reese, Pineville, W. Va.; Mrs. Louise Butch-

er, and Miss Wandalee Reese of Covington, Ky.

He is also survived by 16 grandchildren and 13

In earlv manhood he united with the Meth-dis- t

Church. At one time in life he memorized
the New Testament. He was organizer and own-

er of the S. B. Reese Lumber Co., Farmers, Ky.;
Roper Reese Lumber Co., of Mordico, Ky., and the
Reese Lumber Co., Lenox, Ky. At the time of
his death he operated the Reese Grocery Com-
pany. Covington, Ky. He professed a strong
faith in Christ and was anxious for his home in
Heaven.

County Fiscal Affairs
In Good Order

The county records showj
this week that Letcher Coun-
ty's outgoing officials will
leave the county in good con-

dition.
Thirty-fiv-e per cent of the

county budget is still intact
and will suffice until June 30,
states the out-goi- ng Judge,
Robert B. Collins.

Clerk Charlie Wright re
ports the total amount now in
the General expense fund, is
$23,073.05 and that the Road
and Bridge Fund si $11,018.00.

According to the court, all
paupers were automatically
dropped as of Tuesday's court
meeting.

The new officers
were on hand to get the feel
of serving the people of the
county, and according to
Judge-Ele- ct James M. Cau
dill, a real need and hardship
will have to be proven before
people will be placed on the
n t :t it. :j
a serious study would be giv-

m t. ien me cases ana anyone wno
is in serious need would be
taken care of. He also stated
that he felt that the taxpay
er s money should be spent
wisely and that was exactly
what he was gome to make
every effort to do.

Mr. Caudill also stated that
all proven needy children and
widows were either taken
care of by the State Welfare
programs or through Social
Security or some other wel
fare fund, and that it is illegal
for people to get and use two
kinds of welfare checks.

School Board Re-Hir- es

Craft as County School
Superintendent

Dave L. Craft
On last Thursday the Letch-

er County School Board em-
ployed County Supt. Dave

to serve for four more
years as the head of Letcher
County Schools. Dr. Lundy
Adams, Blackey, made the
motion which was seconded by
Kerney Day, followed by Ray
Collins, who gave the third
and deciding vote. Dr. B. F.
Wright and Dr. E. G. Skaggs
did not vote for or against
Craft's

Mr. Craft was ed in
1952 when the school board
which favored him came into
into office. He stated that he
plans and expects big things
for the schools of Letcher
county in the next four years,
especially since the repeal of
section 186 of the State Con-

stitution. He also stated that
he is looking forward to quite
an extensive school building
program in this county.

Read this issue carefully
and patronize our advertisers.
Money spent at home stays at
home. Money sent away will
never come back. The mer-
chants of our county have put
their faith in you; they em-
ploy local boys and girls to
work; they have purchased
carefully, so that each person
will have a large selection to
choose from. The Eagle this
week, is filled with beautiful
items that will gladden the
hearts of everyone. Help
keep money at home by par--
chasing from local people !

Stuart Robinson to Receive
of Will Left by
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Ralph Stevens Collins
To Fly from Germany

Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Collins
received word this week that
their son, Ralph, who has
been stationed in Germany
with the U- - S. Engineers for
the past year, will leave Ger
many by plane on Sunday,
Dec. 13, and is scheduled to
arrive in New York, Tuesday,
Dec. 15th, where he will take
the plane that will get him
home the quickest. Probably
coming to Knoxville. where
ms tamuy plans to meet him.

Young Collins is very pop
ular among the younger set
of our community ; he is g
graduate of Whitesburg High
School, and is a member of the
Whitesburg Baptist Church
He has had two and one-ha-lf

years oi college ana plans to

Special Tax Notice
Sheriff Hassel Stamper is

advising the general public,
that anyone who has not paid
his or her 1953 taxes that
they will become delinquent
on January 1, 1954, and a pen-
alty will he added at that
time.

He urges everyone who has
hot done so, to please pav
taxes now and avoid penalty,
costs and embarrassment.

continue his education. TllS
.

plons call for a two-ye- ar

study in dealerships in Gen
eral Motors after he completes
his college education

Besides young Collins' fath-
er and mother, and two other
members of his family, who
will meet him, will be his
wife, the former Miss Wanda
Webb, of Mayking, and their
little daughter who is just
past one year old.

Mr. Collins, Sr., stated that
he, along with his familv and
Ralph's family, will be de
lighted when Ralph comes
home and that they plan to
attend Ralph's home church
The First Baptist, the Lord
being willing.

After a 30-d- ay furlough
home, young Collins plans to
fly back to his post in Ger--

I many.

JOHN C. ROBERTS
TRAINING AT WARREN
AIR FORCE BASE

A'. B. John C- - Roberts, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Rob-
erts of Seco, is presently
training as an Air Force Tech
nician at the USAF Technical
School at Warren Air Force
Base, Wyoming, it has been
announced by the Command-
ing Officer.

"HONEY GAL" MINSTREL SHOWN
TO-NIGH- T AT 7:15.

Come on over to the Grade School Auditorium and
see the Lions Minstrel, "Honey Gal". The show is the
best in local entertainment to be offered in Whitesburg
this year. A great deal of practice and effort have been
put into this 1953 Minstrel to make it the
funniest one yet. You will get $1.00 worth of fun and
will be helping the Lions Club sponsor their year's work
Everyone will be going to the minstrel, so don't be left
at home. Be sure to attend Thursday (tonight) at 7:15,
(C-S.T- .) at the Whitesburg Grade School Auditorium.

$

The Lions Club of Whitesburg will award prizes
again this year for the best decorated homes in Whites-
burg. The judging will be done December 24th, between
six and nine o'clock. First prize will be $7.50, second
prize is $5.00 and third prize, $2.50. Quite a lot of dec-
orating has already been done and it certainly helps to
make it a happy holiday season.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL,
from

THE WHITESBURG LIONS CLUB.
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$20,000.00
Result Former

Junior College Receives $10,000.00
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SECTION

Teacher;

Money to Be Spent On
Church Chapel and
Student Scholarships

Highland toReceive
10,000.00
Mr. Lee Cooper announced

to us this week that the will
of the late Miss Sudie Jane
Bowman, hal left Stuart Rob-
inson School,a sum of $10,000
for a chapel, and $10,000 for
scholarship students. Also
the Administrator of the will
announced that $10,000 had
been left to Highland Insti-
tute, in Breathitt County and
$10,000 to Lee's Junior Col-
lege at Jackson. The money
is to be administered by the
committee in church exten-
sion of the Presbytery of
Guerrant of the Synod, of Ky.

Miss Bowman, a native of
Madison County according to
Mr. Cooper at one time spent
a week at Highland, when he
was in charge there and show-
ed her enthusiasm for the
work. Mr. Cooper told her
Miss Bowman, you have not
seen all of our work and in--
vietd her to come to Stuart
Robinson for a visit which she
did- - She evidently saw the
need of the Chapel and felt
that the school deserved more
help, thus deciding to leave
most of her wealth at her
death to the hills of Kentucky.

Miss Bowman a native of
Madison County made manv
fn'nx .'nln 4. V A 1 j."mijo uau xkisicih TO

her brother, who was founder
of the First National Bank of
Hazard and who was a pillar
in the Bowman Memorial
Methodist Church, and the
principal figure in establishing
the church.

Although traveling very ex-
tensively, it seems that Miss
Bowmans heart remained
here in the mountains, as her
will testified.

Miss Bowman died at the
age of 94, Saturday, Novem-
ber 29, in Akron, Ohio where
she had made her home the
past few years.

Letcher Fiscal Court
Discusses Fund For
Welfare Building

IAs one of the last acts of
the out-goi- ng Letcher Fiscal
Court, at their regular meet
ing tune on Tuesday, they
recommended that Letcher
County's share in the propos-
ed $60,000 health center, be
furnished by our county. This
proposal was discussed and
it was decided that if the pro-
perty or real estate could ap--
Iply on the amount the county
was supposed to raise that
they would sponsor the build-
ing. The land which the
county has is according to a
spokesman very valuable and
could be worth quite a nice
sum. The building which is
part of a program by the Fed
eral and State Government,
would be used for county
health and sanitation officials.

Interested persons went
before the court to plead for
the proposed building and it
may be added to our many
other new projects in our
county.

The next Fiscal Court will
no doubt take the matter up
and go on from there with the
present court recommenda-
tions.

The out-goi- ng court was
Elihu Aiddington, J. C. Day,
Johnny Fulton, Jess Bates,
Jim Whitaker, Jim Back, John
D. Huff, and Dan Blair. .The
County Judge Robert B. Col-
lins, presiding.

WillardKiger and Randall
Polly havej1 returned from a
snort Dusmess trip to Naples,


