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Emails: Concerns over King of Pop’s 
stability raised ahead of comeback tour

Promoters of Michael Jackson’s planned 2009 comeback described 
in emails how they feared for the megastar’s stability, saying he was 
out of shape and consumed with self-doubt.

The Los Angeles Times obtained some 250 pages of messages, most 
between executives at Anschutz Entertainment Group, which was  financing 
the ill-fated “This Is It” concerts set for London. Some emails indicated 
executives’ concerns the 50-show stand would be an expensive bust.

In one exchange AEG’s Randy Phillips wrote his boss that Jack-
son was “an emotionally paralyzed mess.” Phillips was writing from 
Jackson’s London hotel suite just hours before a media conference 
announcing the concert run. “MJ is locked in his room drunk and 
despondent,” Phillips said in an email to AEG president Tim Leiweke. “I 
(am) trying to sober him up.” In the end, the emails show, Phillips and 
Jackson’s manager had to dress the pop star, the Times said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

 Beetle Bailey cartoonist Mort 
Walker is 89. Actress Anne 
Jackson is 86. Actress Eileen 
Brennan is 80.  Musician Al 
Jardine is 70. Actress Valerie 
Perrine is 69.  Guitarist Steve 
Jones (The Sex Pistols) is 57. 
  Actor Charlie Sheen is 47. 
 Musician Redfoo (LMFAO) is 37. 
 Snowboarder Shaun White is 26. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:
Sept. 1: 
Powerball: 8-11-21-44-49 22
Jackpot: $80 million; no winner
Aug. 31: 
Mega Millions: 31-40-41-47-48   45
Jackpot: $83 million; no winner
Aug. 30: Decades of Dollars:
15-25-26-30-45-46
Sept. 2: Night: Pick 3: 1-1-0
Pick 4: 8-5-4-6
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As students and staff 
gather for a new school year, 
they bring along  unwelcome 
guests — germs. 

When their child starts to 
sniffle, parents might lament, 
“I told him not to go out 
without a jacket.” Sick adults 
might wonder, “I don’t know 
how I got this.”

But every new year brings 
the same old answer.

Colds and other  illnesses 
are caused by germs 
 transmitted by small  droplets. 
These droplets travel in 
secretions from the sick 

person’s body to surfaces, 
such as door handles. When 
another person touches any 
surface contaminated with 
these secretions, the illness 
can be transferred to that 
person, making it possible to 
pick up these germs almost 
anywhere.

Germs shared in schools 
can cause a variety of 
illnesses and symptoms. 
Many times these symptoms 
involve a sore throat, nasal 
congestion and cough. People 
also experience pressure 
changes in the head that 
manifest as sinus pressure 
and ear fullness.

A health care provider 
might call this illness an 
upper respiratory infection, 
but most people call this a 

common cold. However, the 
term “common cold” can be 
misleading. “Common” does 
not equal mild. Many colds 
last seven to 14 days, and 
make people feel sick and 
fatigued and sometimes cause 
a low-grade fever and chills.

The “common” cold is 
often misunderstood. A 
 frequent misconception is 
that facial pain and pressure 
with green drainage is a sinus 
infection. A sinus infection 
might follow a cold. But new 
guidelines published by the 
Infectious Diseases Society 
of America define a sinus 
 infection as nasal congestion 
and sinus pain lasting 10 

days or more. This is often 
followed by a short period of 
slight improvement followed 
by a “re-sickening” period 
when bacteria form in the 
sinus cavities.

Most colds, coughs and 
sore throats are caused by 
 viruses and do not require 
antibiotics. There are 
 exceptions, such as strep 
throat. Too many prescribed 
antibiotics have caused 
 problems with  antibiotic 
resistance, sometimes 
 described as “super germs.”

If you or your child 
 experiences symptoms of an 
illness, seek the attention of 
a health care provider for 
appropriate treatment.

COLDS ARE COMMON THIS TIME OF YEAR

Germs have gone back to school, too

Merrille Stevens is a nurse practi-
tioner with Baptist Express Care.
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Have your account number handy and visit lge-ku.com/dc or call 1-800-356-5467.

With Demand Conservation, it’s easy to earn up to $20 or more in summer energy bill credits.
All you have to do is sign up, and we’ll place a switch on your A/C unit, electric water heater,
or pool pump. We do the work. You get the credits.

Sit back. Relax.
And watch the summer energy bill credits roll in. The Demand Conservation Program.
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859-260-5540

Cold medications can only
relieve symptoms, not speed up
recovery. Drinking plenty of

fluids and getting rest can aid in
the recovery process.

859-559-4424


