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COMING UP

Veterinarian brings horse
for patients at the Hospice
Center to enjoy.
See Saturday’s Wellness.

Help at hospice
SPORTS

Lady Purples top South Warren 
11-1 to improve their record to
16-4, 4-0 in the district.
Page 1C

BG stays focused

Above: Ray Grudzielanek (center) is congratulated Thursday by
Edmond Schwab during an event sponsored by the ALIVE Center at
the Carroll Knicely Conference Center, where more than 72 people and
several groups were recognized with the President’s Volunteer Service
Award.

Left: Bowling Green High School seniors Emily Pinerola (from left),
Emily Gaither and Victoria Allen hold their service awards. 

Senate committee OKs transportation
budget, but work continues in Frankfort
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — A $4.5 billion transportation bud-
get cleared the Senate Appropriations and Revenue
Committee on Thursday, but not before Republicans

inserted language that
would restore nearly
$50 million in road
construction projects
that had been vetoed
by Democratic Gov.
Steve Beshear.

Appropriations and
Revenue Committee
Chairman Bob Leeper
cited a “fit of con-
science” for his push
to restore the money,
saying Beshear unfair-
ly removed the pro-
jects earlier this week.
The projects were all

in the district of Beshear’s chief Republican rival, Sen-
ate President David Williams.

“I’m a firm believer in trying to do the right thing,
and I don’t think that was the right thing,” said Leep-
er, an independent from Paducah.

The appropriations bill, which includes funding to
widen interstate highways and expand airports, now
advances to the Senate floor for a planned vote today.

Since Monday, lawmakers have been meeting in a
special legislative session that’s costing taxpayers
about $60,000 a day. Beshear called them back to
Frankfort to pass the transportation budget and a bill
intended to curb prescription drug abuse after they
concluded the regular annual session without doing so.

The drug bill is tentatively set for votes in the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee and on the Senate floor today.

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

The Children’s Law Center in Lexington named
Warren County Public Schools one of the top 10 dis-
tricts in the state that have disproportionate suspension
rates in regard to race.

Advocates working with the Children’s Law Center
met Thursday with administrators from Warren Coun-
ty Public Schools to discuss the data as well as disci-
plinary issues on at the Housing Authority of Bowling
Green.

Rebecca Ballard DiLoreto, litigation director for the
Children’s Law Center, said she asked faculty at the
University of Kentucky to analyze data about discipli-
nary actions from districts across the state after parents
contacted her believing their child had been treated
unfairly.

The data shows that in Warren County schools,
about 4 percent of white students were suspended dur-
ing the 2008-09 school year versus 12 percent of black
students, said Danielle Brown, a social work student at
UK who is working with the law center on the issue.

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Daily News
kbrandenburg@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

An application to rezone property on Old Louisville Road where a
100-bed men’s recovery center is planned was approved Thursday
night by the City-County Planning Commission, despite opposition
from a domestic violence shelter in the area and other business own-
ers.

The rezoning will next go to the Bowling Green Board of Com-
missioners for approval.

Members of the planning commission voted 7-4 in favor of the
rezoning. Commissioners Chuck Coppinger, John Atkerson, Cliff
Nahm and Kenneth Sparks voted against approval.

The application requests a rezoning of about six acres at 1791 Old
Louisville Road from agriculture and highway business to planned-
unit development.

Hamp Moore, attorney for the planning commission, told commis-
sioners that, according to Kentucky statute, they needed to treat the
zoning request for the facility like any other residential zoning request
without consideration of the people potentially living there.

The facility would be a $7.4 million project, said David Vickery,

By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

FRANKLIN — Close to 500 people opposing a proposed rock quar-
ry in Simpson County made their voices heard Thursday at a public
hearing at Franklin-Simpson High School.

The two-hour hearing over the quarry, for which Charles Deweese
Construction has filed an application with the state Department of Nat-
ural Resources, featured about 30 speakers, each of whom opposed the
plan.

Many in the audience held signs that said “Neighbors Against The

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

“I watched this
process go through,
if you want to call it
a process, and
some things that
happened here at
the end that, quite
frankly, I don’t think
any of us should be
proud of.”

Bob Leeper
Appropriations and Revenue

Committee chairman

See SPECIAL SESSION, 6A

See AREA RESIDENTS, 6A See MORE INTERVENTION, 6A

Pete Rodman/Daily News
Dr. Robert Wesley of Franklin speaks to members of the Kentucky
Department of Natural Resources on Thursday at Franklin-Simpson
High School during a public hearing for residents to voice concerns
about a proposed rock quarry on Ditmore Ford Road.

72 individuals, several groups
recognized for their dedication

See story, Page 3A
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Application for
men’s recovery
center site OK’d 

Hundreds protest planned quarry
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Disproportionate
suspension rates
on race a concern
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