
Attorneys for murder suspect
Patrick Watkins claim he can’t re-
ceive a fair trial in Clark County,
given the media coverage of his
case.
The motion was filed last week in

Clark Circuit Court and is sched-
uled to be heard by the judge
Thursday afternoon, according to
the docket.
In her motion, Watkins’ attorney

Lauren Clark said there has been
“extensive, prejudicial media cover-

age of this case” which included
“descriptive articles
about the facts of the
case and judicial pro-
ceedings.” She also cited
articles about a vigil
staged outside the Clark
County Courthouse in
memory of Michaela
Watkins and other vic-
tims of child abuse.
Clark wrote that the

coverage of the death
and trial, including com-
ments left with online
reports, “undoubtedly has compro-

mised (Watkins’) right to have a
fair trial by an impartial
jury made up of Clark
County citizens.”
The attorneys for both

Patrick and Joy Watkins
filed a similar motion
prior to the original trial,
citing the vigil on the
courthouse steps against
child abuse. The judge
overruled the motion,
and a jury was selected
of Clark County citizens.
Watkins is awaiting a

new trial on charges that he was re-

sponsible for his 10-year-old daugh-
ter Michaela’s death in September
2007. Watkins was convicted along
with his wife Joy in 2008 and sen-
tenced to life in prison, but his sen-
tence and verdict were overturned
in April 2011.
The Supreme Court determined

that Patrick Watkins was not al-
lowed to respond to 17 incriminat-
ing statements from his wife Joy
Watkins, which were entered into
evidence during their 2008 trial in
Winchester. The trial judge erred
by not allowing Patrick Watkins to
respond to refute those statements,

which violated his Sixth Amend-
ment right to confront his accuser.
The justices then ordered a new
trial for Patrick Watkins. Joy
Watkins’ conviction and life sen-
tence were not changed.
Michaela Watkins died on March

11, 2007 from multiple injuries in-
cluding skin-peeling burns to the
backs of both legs, bite marks on
her ears and broken ribs. Investiga-
tors found 77 separate injuries to
her body, 35 of those were to her
head.
She also cited more than 40
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A construction crew with Frederick & May Construc-
tion of West Liberty moves dirt to a low area while
excavating for a new $13 million elementary school
under construction behind Central Elementary
School Tuesday morning. The Kentucky Department
of Education gave the local school district the $13
million to construct the building. Students from Cen-
tral, Fannie Bush and Pilot View elementary schools
will move into the building when completed in Au-
gust 2013. Conkwright Middle School is to be reno-
vated to house elementary students. Middle school
students from Conkwright and Clark Middle will be
moved to the old high school once the new high
school is completed. For more, see A7.
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Five-year-old Jackson Sotski keeps his eyes
on the ball during his first tennis lesson from
his mother, Annie Sotski of Barlow Drive,
Tuesday afternoon, left photo. After several
swings and misses, Jackson finally connected
with the ball, right photo. Once he hit the ball
the first time, Jackson had no trouble hitting
the ball several more times. 

FRANKFORT (AP) — More-
head State University’s presi-
dent told legislators Tuesday
that there’s no need to turn
the University of Pikeville into
a publicly funded school.
Wayne Andrews told the

House Education Committee
that the area is already well-
served by current universities
and colleges. He said adding
another public institution
would deprive current institu-
tions of scarce resources.
“What we’re talking about is

a shrinking pie,” he said.
Rep. Leslie Combs, a

Pikeville Democrat, has pro-
posed using coal severance tax
money to convert the Univer-
sity of Pikeville from a private
to public university.
Andrews said that in fiscal

year 1999, state support for
higher education was $1.17 bil-
lion, while today it totals $979
million. If Gov. Steve Beshear’s
budget is approved, that figure
will be down to $916 million in
2013.
Increasingly, Andrews said,

the burden is shifted to stu-
dents’ tuition rates.
However, he added, More-

head is the second-most afford-
able university for students in
the state, with its costs being a
little less than Kentucky State
University’s.
Currently, he said, average

tuition for Morehead is $6,942,
See PIKE, A3

LOUISVILLE (AP) —
Strong winds have caused
damage in western Ken-
tucky and a tornado watch
was in effect for most of
the state Wednesday.
No deaths or serious in-

juries were reported in the
commonwealth early
Wednesday, but what were
believed to be strong winds
overturned a mobile home
near Paducah. An elderly
woman was rescued from
the wreckage by the Mc-
Cracken County Rescue
Squad, according to The
Paducah Sun.
High winds collapsed a

barn and a silo in the Kevil
area of Ballard County.
The broad tornado watch

was posted for western and
central Kentucky in ad-
vance of a storm system
that killed at least one per-
son in southwest Missouri
and caused severe damage
in the Ozark Mountains re-
sort town of Branson.
There were periodic tor-

nado warnings in central
Kentucky, but no immedi-
ate confirmations of touch-
downs.

For more on the storms,
see A7.
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