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HAVRE DE GRACE, left, the 2011 Horse of the Year,
won the $150,000 New Orleans Ladies at Fair Grounds 
on Saturday, March 17, with jockey Ramon Dominguez
riding. Also on Saturday, Secret Circle, top, with Rafael 
Bejarano riding, won the $500,000 Rebel Stakes (G2) at
Oaklawn Park and stamped himself a Kentucky Derby
contender, while Tiz Miz Sue, above, with Joe Rocco Jr.
riding, secured a long-sought after Oaklawn Park victory 
with a win in the Azeri Stakes (G3) on the same race
card. (Left photo by Hodges Photography / Lou Hodges, 
Jr.; top two photos by Coady Photography) 

Havre de Grace wins New Orleans Ladies
Baffert scores third-consecutive win in Rebel with Secret Circle

News and notes in horse racing 

There were a few big stories 
in horse racing on Saturday, 
March 17, with one of them 
at Fair Grounds in Louisiana 
and two at Oaklawn Park in 
Arkansas.

To start, 2011 Horse of the 
Year Havre de Grace, who is 
trained by Larry Jones, romped 
over her competition to win the 
$150,000 New Orleans Ladies 
Stakes in her season debut at 
Fair Grounds.

Then, at Oaklawn Park, 
Bob Baffert’s three-year-old 
Secret Circle looked impres-
sive in winning the $500,000 
Rebel Stakes (G2) and gave 
notice that he is another horse 
to contend with on this year’s 
Kentucky Derby Trail. The 
win also gave Baffert his 
third consecutive victory in 
the Rebel.

Also at Oaklawn, Tiz Me 
Sue scored a three-length 
victory over a strong fi eld to 
win the $147,000 Azeri Stakes 
(G3). The win gave the Tiznow 
fi lly the fi rst graded-stakes vic-
tory of her career.

Three strong horses in three 
big races. Here’s how it all 
unfolded.

Prior to the New Orleans 
Ladies Stakes, almost all of last 
year’s Eclipse Award winners 
who returned to race in 2012 
had lost their season debuts. So, 
the question was: Would the 
same fate await the top horse 
of 2011, Havre de Grace?

Well, with only four horses 
willing to face her in the race, 
Havre de Grace answered that 
question rather easily. 

Under a little urging by 
jockey Ramon Dominguez 
inside the half-mile pole of 
the 1-1/16th-mile race, Havre 
de Grace came fl ying around 
the fi nal turn four-wide, fl ew 
by the horses in front of her, 
and pulled away for a 4-1/2-
length victory over second 
place fi nisher, Juanita. Sterling 
Madame came in third.

“We had a great trip,” said 
Dominguez. “My main pur-
pose was to try to keep her 
out of trouble. She was ready 

to run, as usual with all Larry 
Jones’s horses coming off of 
the layoff. She seems like she 
was defi nitely much the best on 
paper and she proved to be so 
today. I thought it was ‘mission 
accomplished’ fi rst race back 
and she did great.”

Added Jones, “It’s always 
good to get the fi rst one out 
from under you, get the cob-
webs dusted off. And the time 
of the race – I haven’t seen a lot 
of 1:36 miles here this meet, so 
it shows she’s back fully.”

Owned by Fox Hill Farms, 
Havre de Grace, who is out of 
Saint Liam-Easter Bunnette, 
by Carson City, fi nished in 
1:42.79.

In the race, Havre de Grace 
broke alertly, moved two-wide, 
then three-wide heading into 
the fi rst turn, where she made 
her way to the outside and 
settled into third place behind 
the race leaders Sterling Ma-
dame and Juanita.

Inside the half-mile pole, 
Dominguez gave a little urg-
ing to Havre de Grace, and the 
fi ve-year-old fi lly responded 
and began to advance on the 
fi eld coming four-wide around 
the fi nal turn.

Up front, Sterling Madame, 
who had set the pace in the 

race, began to fade a little and 
Juanita took the lead around 
the fi ve-sixteenths pole. But, 
it wouldn’t last long.

Flying around the final 
turn, Havre de Grace made a 
bid for the lead as she passed 
the fi ve-sixteenths pole, broke 
clear as she fl oated fi ve-wide 
into the stretch and then drew 
off and crossed the line 4-1/2 
lengths ahead of Juanita in 
second. Sterling Madame 
came in third, 4-1/2 lengths 
behind Juanita.

“We saved some ground 
going into the fi rst turn and 
down the backside,” Domin-
guez said. “I had a chance to 
get her in the clear and get her 
going and from then on she 
was on cruise control. When 
it was time to go, I had to tap 
her a few times and she got 
into gear and it was easy from 
then on.”

“I’ve never seen Ramon 
scrub (tap) her and as soon as 
he scrubbed her, she responded 
instantly and I knew at the end 
we had the horse we needed,” 
Jones added.

With the win, Havre de 
Grace now has nine wins in 
16 career starts, four seconds, 
two thirds and $2,586,175 in 
earnings. 

As for her next start, Jones 
mentioned a possible start in 
the Apple Blossom Stakes (G1) 
at Oaklawn on April 13. Havre 
de Grace scored a three-quarter 
length win in the Apple Blos-
som last year.

Meanwhile, at Oaklawn, 
Secret Circle won the Rebel 
Stakes (G3) in impressive 
fashion, coming from behind 
to pass Scatman in the deep 
stretch, then holding off the 
hard-charging Optimizer. In 
the end, Secret Circle won 
the race by three-quarters of 
a length over Optimizer, with 
Scatman third. 

Owned by Karl Watson, 
Michael Pegram and Paul 
Weitman, Secret Circle com-
pleted the 1-1/16th-mile race 
in 1:44.55.

“I’m glad they made the 
decision to bring him (Secret 
Circle) back here,” said jockey 
Rafael Bejarano. “It was the 
right decision. He was really 
ready today. The key was get-
ting him to relax. He has lots 
of talent.”

The win gave notice that 
this three-year-old colt out of 
Eddington-Ragtime Hope, by 
Dixieland Band, is going to po-
tentially be a strong contender 
for the Kentucky Derby. He 

now has fi ve wins in six starts, 
one second and $818,900 in 
earnings.

In addition, Secret Circle’s 
win gave Baffert his third con-
secutive victory in the Rebel 
Stakes. He won it with The 
Factor in 2011, and Lookin 
At Lucky in 2012. Looking 
At Lucky went on to win the 
Preakness Stakes (G1) that 
year.

For Secret Circle’s next 
race, the plan, according to 
reports, is a possible start in 
the Arkansas Derby (G1) at 
Oaklawn on April 14.

Earlier in the day at Oak-
lawn on Saturday, Tiz Miz Sue 
faced some tough competition 
in the Azeri Sakes (G3). 

In the fi ve-horse fi eld was 
Joyful Victory, a Larry Jones-
trained four-year-old fi lly who 
had won the Fantasy Stakes 
(G2) and Honeybee Stakes 
(G3) at Oaklawn last year, 
and had won the Tiffany Lass 
Stakes at Fair Grounds earlier 
this year. 

In addition, there was Ab-
sinthe Minded, a fi ve-year-old 
multiple stakes winning fi lly, 
who had won the Bayakoa 
Stakes at Oaklawn last year, 
then scored a repeat win in 
that race this year, along with 

another Oaklawn stakes race,
the Pippin Stakes.

However, the credentials of
her competition did not seem to 
bother Tiz Miz Sue at all, as she 
stalked the pace in fourth place 
for most of the race, moved out
four-wide around the fi nal turn 
and heading into the stretch,
then chased down She’s All
In to take the lead. 

From there, Tiz Miz Sue
pulled away for a strong three-
length win over She’s All In,
while Joyful Victory fi nished
third, and Absinthe Minded 
came in fourth.

Owned by Cresran LLC,
trained by Steve Hobby, and
ridden by Joe Rocco Jr., 
Tiz Miz Sue, who is out of
Tiznow-Sues’ Good News,
by Woodman, fi nished the 1-
1/16th-mile race in 1:43.58.

“She gave me so much
confi dence,” Rocco said. “I 
just had so much horse. All I
had to do was bide my time
and she just exploded.”

With the win, Tiz Miz Sue
now has six wins in 23 starts,
seven seconds, two thirds and
$414,709 in earnings. A poten-
tial start in the Apple Blossom
could be her next start, where
she could face off with Havre
de Grace.
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A fi eld of their own

It’s been over three years in the making. It’s taken hundreds of hours of manpower, 
many strong and willing volunteers, and very generous grants from the state of  Kentucky 
($500,000), the William Farish Foundation ($250,000) and the Baseball Tomorrow 
Fund to make it all come together.

The result – on Tuesday night, March 20, the Woodford County High School softball 
team hosted Scott County in the very fi rst game played on its very own softball fi eld 
at Falling Springs.

In addition, the park will be used for many other youth softball games and prac-
tices, including the Rockers Softball Club teams, who along with the Woodford Parks 
Foundation, were instrumental in getting the fi eld built. 

“The completion of this project marks the realization of a dream for this organization 
and the community as a whole,” said Les Anderson, president, Woodford Parks Founda-
tion, Inc. “The goal of the Woodford Parks Foundation is to build coalitions to enhance 
the opportunity for our community to build or renovate our recreational facilities. The 
construction of this new fi eld and the new artifi cial turf at Community Stadium are the 
benchmarks for the progress our organization has made in just three years.” 

Prior to the game, a dedication ceremony was held to open the fi eld. It was hosted 
by Woodford Parks Foundation member Michael Duckworth, who introduced all of 
the people who helped make the fi eld become a reality.

In the introductions were members of the Woodford Parks Foundation, including 
Anderson, Joe Barrows, Mike Warren, Ellen Gormley, Owen Roberts, Gerald Dotson, 
Mike Cline, Tim Cambron and Bill Hoskins.

Also on hand were members of the Woodford County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, including Rich Pictor, Ricky Todd, Marty Ritchie and Kevin Bleuel. 

Other contributors to the project included the Schools Superintendent Scott Hawkins, 
along with WCHS athletic director and assistant principal Bob Gibson, assistant prin-
cipal Jenny Ledbetter, and assistant softball coach Valdez Floyd, to name just a few of 
the many who helped with the fi eld.

Major League Baseball and the Baseball Tomorrow Fund (BTF) also were major 
partners, with the BTF awarding the Woodford Parks Foundation a grant of $69,868 to 
provide funding for the installation of Musco Sports lighting equipment on the newly 
constructed softball fi eld. The lighting fi xtures will help support the continued growth 
of softball for 260 girls on 17 summer league, middle school, high school and travel 
teams in Woodford County.

Both, Meghan Chisholm, senior grant coordinator for the Baseball Tomorrow Fund, 
and Zach Vroegh from Musco Sports Lighting, were on hand for the dedication.

Duckworth then made a fi nal introduction. “The fi nal partner was the workhorse 
of these groups,” Duckworth began. “The Kentucky Rockers Softball Club donated or 
raised more than one-half of the $320,000 necessary for this fi eld and was responsible 
for much of the work needed to get this fi eld built.”

He then introduced some of the key Kentucky Rocker coaches who helped build the 
fi eld, including Brad Head, Ryan McCoy, Tony McCoy, Steve Coleman, Rick Abel, 
Nathan Paris and Frank Helm.

Then, following a fi rst pitch by Woodford pitcher Rachel McCoy to her teammate, 
catcher Kerstyn/Kaitlyn Coleman, the singing of the National Anthem, and some fi re-
works, the dedication ceremony was over and it was time to play ball.

CATIE FLETCHER caught this fl y ball at shortstop to end the third inning. The senior 
shortstop also caught a fl y ball in the ninth to end the game and seal Woodford’s 
fi rst win on its new fi eld. (Photo by Rick Capone)

a double, scoring Fletcher to 
make it 5-1.

A hit to center fi eld by 
sophomore third baseman 
Cheyenne Jamison, then a 
steal of second, followed by a 
walk by senior catcher Darrian 
Jamison, and Woodford had the 
bases loaded with freshman 
outfi elder Brooke Corum at 
the plate.

A bad pitch then scored 
Graham to make it 5-2, then a 
walk for Corum reloaded the 
bases with freshman Keely 
Moussette coming to bat. 

Moussette did her job, got 
a hit and was thrown out at 
fi rst, but not before scoring 
Cheyenne Jamison to narrow 
Madison Cental’s lead to 5-3.

Then, junior second base-
man Kayla Clem came to the 
plate and hit a hard shot to third 
base. The third baseman then 
over threw fi rst base, scoring 
Darrian Jamison and Corum to 
tie the score 5-5, which is how 
the inning ended.

Pitching on both sides then 
tightened up, with Abel and the 
Lady Jacket defense getting the 

Lady Indians out fairly easy in 
the second and third innings, 
while Madison Central did 
the same to Woodford in the 
second inning.

However, in Woodford’s 
half of the third, with junior 
right fi elder Merry Krueger on 
second following a steal, Co-
rum hit a double into left fi eld, 
which scored Krueger and gave 
the Yellow Jackets their fi rst 
lead of the game, 6-5.

Madison Central came 
back to tie the game 6-6 in 
the fourth, but then Woodford 
battled back once again, and 
scored fi ve more runs in its 
half of the fourth to retake the 
lead, 11-6.

In that inning, with two 
outs and the bases loaded with 
Graham on third, Cheyenne 
Jamison on second, Darrian 
Jamison on fi rst, and Krueger 
at bat, a bad pitch got past the 
Lady Indians’ catcher, which 
scored Graham to make it 
7-6.

A bunt by Corum, which 
she ran out to fi rst, scored 
Cheyenne Jamison and Darrian 
Jamison to make it 9-6. Then, 
with Krueger on third and Co-
rum advancing to second on a 

steal, Moussette hit a sharp shot 
to the shortstop, who dropped 
it. The result, Moussette made 
it to second, and Krueger and 
Corum scored to open up an 
11-6 Yellow Jacket lead.

Woodford then scored one 
more in the fi fth, while Madi-
son Central got one more in 
the seventh to make it 12-7, 
but for the most part, the game 
was over. 

The Yellow Jackets got the 
12-7 win behind some strong 
relief pitching by sophomore 
Leah Shelton, who took the 
mound in the fi fth inning and 
then ended the game in the sev-
enth with a strikeout, and then 
forcing two easy fl y ball outs to 
center fi eld and shortstop.

While their offensive bursts 
put runs on the board, it was 
pitching and defense that were 
two keys to the win.

“Shelby did a great job. Hit 
her spots,” said Sharpe. “… 
Then, Leah came in, and she 
hit her spots, (too). She was 
very effective on the circle. We 
(also) played defense behind 
both pitchers and that’s what 
kept us in it. Defense wins 
games.”


