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IT SCREAMS! Whitesburg, Letcher Kentucky,

Poverty man sought
The Letcher County Economic

Opportunity Committee, local
In the "war on poverty," is

waiting two more weeks to see
whether it has additional applica-
tions for the job of county director.

Members of the committee vot-
ed the extra time at a meeting this
week after a screening committee
set up to recommend three appli-
cants to the full committee indi-
cated it would like to consider ad-

ditional applicants. The director
will receive $7,200 a year. The
salary will be paid by the federal
government, but the director will
be responsible to the local Eco-
nomic Committee, which is the
official agency designated by the
fiscal court and approved by the
federal Office of Economic Op-

portunity to handle the anti-pover- ty

program in the county. The
committee also has been designat-
ed by fiscal court and the county's
official agency to deal with pro- -

under the Appalachian
Act recently passed

by Congress.
So far no description of the qual-

ifications and duties of the director
has been made publi c.

Chairman Stanley Hogg suggest-
ed that the committee divide it-

self into several committees to
study .such subjects as airports,

POSTER ARTIST Phyllis Add-ingto- n,

a student at whitesburg
High School, received honorable
mention in a poster contest spon-
sored by the Kentucky Commission
on Employ the Handicapped. She
will receive $10 and a certificate
from Gov. Edward Breathitt at the
commission's meeting in Louisville

Gibson withdraws
George Renus Gibson of Whites-

burg has withdrawn as a candidate
for the Democratic nomination
for county judge.

Gibson, a deputy sheriff, did not
list his reason for withdrawal in
formal papers filed with the coun-

ty clerk this week.
Kelsey Fields, candidate for the

Republican nomination for police
judge of Whitesburg, also has
withdrawn from the race. The
incumbent judge, Charlie Blair,
has filed for as an in-

dependent candidate.
The two withdrawals left 102

candidates still entered in vari-

ous county and city races. The
filing deadline is April 10.

More than 100 of the 270 teacn-er- s

in the Letcher County school
system have joined a newly or-

ganized local of the American
Federation of Teachers.

The AFT is affiliated with the
AFL-CI- O and is a trades union
representing classroom teachers.
Some principals also are permit-
ted to join, Dut
or anyone else who controli hir-

ing anfl firing of teachers cannot
belong.

The Letcher County local is the
first in Eastern Kentucky and the
largest ever to be taken into the
American Federation of Teachers

health, education, minerals
and tourism.

County Agent Jimmie Arthur,
who is secretary of the Economic
Opportunity Committee, said the
representatives of various state
and federal agencies in the coun-
ty have formed themselves into
an agency E conomic Opportunity
Committee and plan to provide
technical studies or technical as-
sistance the county committee
may need.

Arthur suggested that the local
government agency representa-
tives could do any planning nec-
essary to set up a county Com-
munity Action Program. The
CAP must be formulated before
OEO in Washington will approve
local grants.

The committee designated the
Bank of Whitesburg as depository
for any --poverty funds to be re-
ceived and named D. S. Setzer,
an official of the Letcher-Kno- tt

Independent Truck Mines Assoc-
iation and a member of the com-
mittee, to set up a bookkeeping
and accounting system.

Named as an executive com-
mittee to handle business which
may arise between the commit-
tee's monthly meetings were the
members who are serving as the
screening committee on job ap-

plications for director and assis-
tant. They are Hogg; Sam C.
Webb, county tax commissioner;
Mrs. Troy Stallard, wife of a ci-

ty council member in Whitesburg
and operator of a coal-testi- ng

laboratory: Columbus Sexton, su-

pervisor of instruction in the coun-
ty school system, and Sam Collins
Jr., chairman of the Whitesburg
Airport Board and a coal mine op-

erator.
The meetings of the full com-

mittee are open to the public,
but the public is permitted only
to observe, and not to take part
in any discussion which may

There has been no announce-
ment whether the executive
committee meetings will be en

or closed.

April 3

Former Kentucky Governor Bert
T. Combs Is scheduled to speak
at ceremonies formally dedicating
the new Letcher County court-
house Saturday, April 3.

The ceremonies will start at 11
a. m.

Final touches on the courthouse
exterior were being installed this
week.

The war memorial fountain at
the east end of the front of the
new building was being finished.
The bell which hung in the old
courthouse, razed to make way
for the new, has been installed
in a flag tower above the foun-

tain. Both bell and flags will be
above the courthouse roof.

The building was financed by
a grant from the federal Accel-
erated Public Works program and
a loan from the federal Com-

munity Facilities Administra-
tion .

Teachers form union

superintendents

MOUNTAIN

Dedication

in terms of the percentage of el-

igible teachers who are charter
members.

Organization of the local was
under the supervision of Burke
Hathaway of West Virginia, a
former classroom teacher in the
West Virginia school system.

Officers of the Letcher County
group are R. T. Holbrook, a
whitesburg High School teacher,
president! Vernon Maggard, vice
president; Helen'Bentley, secre-

tary and Burtis Webb, treasurer.
The union plans to meet once

a month.
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Serials Department
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President Johnson has asked Con-
gress to approve a reorganization
of the Area Redevelopment Ad-

ministration which may go far ,
toward filling in the gaps left in
Eastern Kentucky under his other
major programs.

The program calls for direct
grants similar to those available
to local communities under the
Accelerated Public Works Pro-

gram which financed the Letcher
County Courthouse, Jenkins and
Whitesburg water and sewer ex-

pansions, etc. It also extends
the present ARA loan setup and
expands it by proposing a federal
refund of part of the interest paid
on business expansion loans ob-

tained from private capital.
In addition, funds would be

for grants and technical
assistance to regional planning
commissions and multicounty

development districts,
incentive grants for development
projects which are part of a dis-

trict plan, and grants and loans
for "economic develop-
ment "centers.

The President's proposals would
help to meet these gaps in Eas-

tern Kentucky current situation:
1. The current "war on pover-

ty, " just beginning to get under
way here, provides for training
people for new occupations but
does nothing toward attracting
new Industries to use the newly
trained workers.

The new Economic Develop-
ment plan would provide incenr
tive for private enterprise to get
Into Eastern Kentucky. The pro-

gram would give Incentives to
those businesses which qualify for
credit through regular lending
channels by providing for a fed-

eral refund of two per centage"
points of the cost of Interest for
up to 10 years. The federal
government's share of these con-
tracts in any one year would be
limited to $5 million, but this
would facilitate $250 million in
private investment annually in
distressed areas, the President
said.

The President said he intended
to see that the Office of Econom-
ic Opportunity and the Economic
Development agency work in close

to carry out their
common objective of improving
the conditions of distressed areas.

2. The Appalachian Act, the
forerunner of the President's new
Economic Development program,
will provide new roads and new
sewage disposal plants, money
for new health centers, vocation-
al schools and some other improve-
ments, but even these will not
meet the need for "social over-
head" with which to attract in-

dustry.
The new Economic Develop-

ment program provides direct
grants "for development facil-
ities related to economic devel-
opment" on a 50-5- 0 matching
basis, and in addition provides
that the federal share may go to
80 per cent when communities
would be unable to raise the re-

quired 50 per cent. Presumably
thij would permit most of Eas-

tern Kentucky to qualify for 80
per cent financing of such im-

provements.
One principal feature of the

new program is a proposal to
group together distressed coun-

ties and communities in "eco-
nomically viable development
districts.

"Grouping counties together
will permit assistance to be con-

centrated on those communities
and industries whose rapid devel-
opment offers the most hope for
all the people of a region, " the
President said.

As an added incentive to mul
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New LBJ program fill

some gaps left earlier

Thursday, March 25,

development districts,
the President proposed additional
federal grants of 10 per cent for
development facility projects
which are part' of an approved
district development plan, as a
special incentive to encourage
communities to work together.

He also proposed federal grants
and loans for designated econom-
ic development centers (these
are sometimes referred to as
"growth centers") in order that
economic development districts
will have resources sufficient to
sustain their growth. .

These last two purposes would
come in for an allocation of $50
million In federal funds.

The President listed three basic
principles which he said will
guide action under the new pro-

gram:
1. "First, we will devote max-

imum effort to providing the con-
ditions under which our private
enterprise system can provide jobs
and increased income. It is up to
private business to take advantage
of Improved conditions for making
profits by expanding present busi-
nesses or starting new ones, there-
by Increasing opportunity for the
people of the region.

2. "Second, no Federal plan or
Federal project will be imposed
on any regional, State, or local
body. No area will be declared
distressed by federal decree. No
economic development dlstrl ct
will be designated unless the State
and local people want it to be
designated. No plan will be ap-

proved unless it also has the ap-

proval of state and local author-
ities. No programs or projects
will be originated at the federal
level. The initiative, the ideas,
and the request for assistance
must all come to Washington,
not from Washington.

3. "Third, the federal govern-
ment will seek full value firom
every dollar spent or loaned un-

der this program. Every proposal
will be tested to see if it offers
substantial promise of Increasing
economic development commen-
surate with the federal funds in-

volved. Only if a project meets
this test will it be approved. O-v- er

the years the increased eco-
nomic activity stimu lated by this
program will return Its cost many
times to the federal treasury."

The President said the new or-

ganization for development will
nave four main components:

"First, redevelopment areas:
The counties and labor commut-
ing areas which are the basic its

of the region, and where em-
ployment and Income figures re-

veal conditions of distress and
provide a measure of progress.

"Second, economic develop-
ment districts: Organizations of
distressed areas--genera- mul-
ticounty in nature--whl- ch will
work together on common prob-
lems and can sustain economic
growth once the development
process is started.

Third, action planning com-
missions for regions: multi-Sta- te

regions where comprehensive,
long-ran- ge economic planning
can be carried out by joint Feder-

al-State commissions, to solve
economic problems too large or
too difficult to be dealt with on
a local basis.

"Fourth, economic development
centers: The places where resour-
ces can be most swiftly and effec-
tively used to create more jobs
and higher income for the people
of the surrounding area. These
centers may or may not them-
selves be distressed. Successful
development is frequently easier
to achieve when a number of ac-

tivities are located in a single
community large enough to offer
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to

the advantages which flow from
size Itself. Clusters of industry
tend to attract other industry.
And such clusters offer the pros-
pect of increased economic ac-

tivity and improved economic
health of the entire area."

The President recommended
that Congress give the Secretary
of Commerce authority to desig-
nate redevelopment areas on the
basis of data relating to unem-
ployment or Income; second,
work with states to organize mul-
ticounty economic development
districts; third, include in such
districts economic development
centers not otherwise eligible
for designation as redevelopment
areas; and fourth. Invite and en-

courage states to establish multi-sta- te

regional action planning
commissions to prepare long-ran- ge

action programs to improve
the economic growth of the re-

gion.
Presumably the state planning

commissions would be modeled
after the Appalachian Regional
Commission recently established
by Congress. Kentucky is already
a part of that commission.

The President also recommend-
ed a cut in the present require-
ment that 10 per cent of an ARA
loan be provided locally or by the
state. He said the requirement
should be five per cent instead.
He also recommended that repay-
ment of the loan from local

be concurrent with re-

payment of the federal portion.
Present regulations require local
Investors to wait for their money
until the federal portion is paid.
The law will still require that 15
per cent of the total project cost
be invested as equity or on a lien
subordinate to that of the federal
government.

He requested an annual author-
ization of $170 million for a re-

volving fund to include direct
loans for commercial and indus-
trial facilities, loans for devel-
opment facilities and reserve for
working capltalguarantees.

He asled for $250 million a year
for grants for development facili-
ties and supplemental payments.

He requested $15 million for
grants to hire technical assis-
tance to prepare comprehensive
plans and carry them out.

"There are three important
things to remember about thh
program. First, It is designed
to extend opportunity to those
now deprived of a full chance
to share in the blessings of Amer-
ican life. As such it has a call
upon the moral conscience of ev-

ery citizen.
Second, it will benefit all

The experience of
the last 30 years has shown con-
clusively that the increasing pros-
perity of any region of this coun-
try increases the prosperity of
the Nation. We have truly be-

come a national economy. . .
Poverty in one area slows pro-
gress in other areas.

"Third, the job can be done.
We have the resources and the
skill to extend American abun-
dance to every citizen and ev-

ery region of this land. This
program will help give us the

to match our determi-
nation to eliminate poverty in
America.

"The conditions of our distressed
areas today are among our most
important economic problems.
They hold back progress of the
Nation, and breed a despair and
poverty which is inexcusable in
the richest land on earth. We
will not permit any part of this
country to be a prison where hopes
are crushed, human 'beings chained
to misery,, and the promise of

denied, " the President said.


