
DURMAN ACT PROPOSED

Lexington police officer Bryan 
Durman, above, was struck 
and killed in 2010 by Glenn 
Doneghy’s SUV, below left. 
Doneghy was convicted of 
second-degree manslaughter.
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A Lexington state lawmaker has 
named a parole-eligibility bill  in honor 
of Lexington police officer Bryan J. Dur-
man, who died in a 2010 hit-and-run ac-
cident.

Under  Senate Bill 15, which Republi-
can  Sen. Alice Forgy Kerr introduced in 
the Kentucky General Assembly on Jan. 
8, people convicted of second-degree 
manslaughter  after the summer of 2013 
would be considered violent offenders. 
As a result, they would have to serve 85 

percent of their sentence  — instead of 
the current 20 percent — before they  are 
eligible for parole.

 People convicted of second-degree 
manslaughter are considered non violent 
offenders  under the current law.

Senate Bill 15, known as The Dur-
man Act, will help families of victims in 
the future, Kerr said.

“When this bill passes,” Kerr said , 
“victims’ families are going to be able to 
have the assurance that the perpetrator 
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Proposed law would 
increase prison time …
Percent of time people 
convicted of second-degree 
manslaughter have to serve 
before they are eligible for 
parole:

… but not for Doneghy
The Durman Act would apply 
to people convicted after the 
summer of 2013.

Currently:
20 percent

Proposed:
85 percent

Bill lengthens 
time before 

parole eligibility
The University of Kentucky has rehired 

Chester Grundy, a longtime civil rights activ-
ist whose dismissal from UK last year prompt-
ed publicity and protest letters. 

Grundy is on a two-year contract with the 
UK College of Medicine as a senior adviser to 

Dean Fred DeBeer on diver-
sity issues. His focus will be 
advising the dean and senior 
leadership on recruitment and 
retention for underrepresent-
ed student populations.

Grundy started UK’s first 
Black Student Union in 1969 
and went on to found the Mar-
tin Luther King Cultural Cen-
ter and direct it for more than 

30 years. He was laid off in June as part of the 
largest round of job cuts in UK’s recent history .

UK spokesman Jay Blanton said President 
Eli Capilouto did not direct the College of 
Medicine to hire Grundy.

“It’s been an amazing turn of events,” said 
Grundy, who started in October. “I think I still 
have a worthwhile contribution to make, and 
this gives me the opportunity to round out my 
career in a way that’s respectful and deserving.”

2012 LAYOFF PROMPTED OUTCRY

Civil rights 
activist 
Grundy 

back at UK 
By Linda B. Blackford

lblackford@herald-leader.com

 WASHINGTON — Claims for jobless ben-
efits unexpectedly dropped last week to a five-
year low, highlighting the challenges in adjust-
ing the data for swings at the start of a year. 

Applications for unemployment insurance 
payments decreased by 5,000 to 330,000 in 
the week that ended Jan. 19, the fewest since 
the same week in 2008, the Labor Department 
reported today in Washington. Economists 
forecast 355,000 claims, according to the me-
dian estimate in a Bloomberg survey. 

“The swings are attributable to the calen-
dar,” said Brian Jones, senior U.S. economist 
at Societe Generale in New York, who pro-
jected a drop to 328,000. He said the numbers 
probably will rise at the end of the month as 
the calendar returns to normal. “We’re going 
to pay for this,” he said. 

A pickup in consumer spending last month 

SEASONAL SWING, JOB GROWTH SEEN

Unemployment 
claims drop 
to 5-year low

By Lorraine Woellert
Bloomberg News

 WASHINGTON — Sen. Di-
anne Feinstein, D-Calif., and a 
group of Capitol Hill lawmakers 
joined law enforcement officials, 
mayors, clergy and victims of gun 
violence Thursday to offer a new 
ban on assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines like the ones 

used in recent mass shootings in 
Connecticut and Colorado. 

But one thing was missing 
from the event, and necessary for 
the proposal to have any chance 
of passage: Republicans. None of 
the 14 Senate co-sponsors on the 
bill is a Republican. 

Nor are any Republicans ex-
pected to attend a Friday round-

table discussion on gun violence 
in Richmond, Va., led by Vice 
President Joe Biden, who spear-
headed the White House effort to 
develop a gun control plan. 

Two Virginia Democrats, Sen. 
Tim Kaine and Rep. Bobby Scott, 
will participate in the discussion 
in the state capital, home to Re-
publican House Majority Leader 

Eric Cantor. Biden’s office said 
Cantor declined an invitation to 
attend. 

Republicans control the House 
of Representatives and hold 45 
seats in the Senate, meaning 
that no gun legislation can get 
through Congress without some 

Senator introduces bill to ban assault weapons
By Curtis Tate
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We’re proud to announce the opening of the Saint Joseph Outpatient
Care Center. With hospital quality service and care in an outpatient
facility, but with lower freestanding rates, now you can get a complete
spectrum of imaging services.

Digital mammography (screening only)

Ultrasound

Dexascan (osteoporosis)

Fluoroscopy (lower and upper GI)

X-ray (accommodates all body sizes

and the physically challenged)

CT Scan (with dose reduction software)

Introducing Our New Outpatient Imaging Services


