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LOS ANGELES — “Car-
mageddon II” is coming to one 
of the nation’s most crowded 
freeways, and authorities are 
hoping its subtitle won’t be 
“The Traffic Strikes Back.”

Transportation officials say 
what they would like to see 
during the last weekend of 
September is a rerun of last 
year’s two-day closure, when 
hundreds of thousands of mo-
torists dodged doomsday pre-
dictions by staying away until 
the busy, 10-mile stretch of In-
terstate 405 reopened. It was 
one of the lightest freeway 
traffic weekends anyone in 
Los Angeles could remember.

Hopes are high that this 
weekend will have the same 
happy result, as businesses 
and residents prepare to 
avoid the roadway that must 
close again so work can be 
completed on a bridge.

At Ronald Reagan UCLA 
Medical Center, just outside 
the Carmageddon Zone, offi-
cials plan to house as many as 
300 doctors, nurses and other 
staff members in dorms at 
nearby hotels so nobody will 
have trouble getting to work.

Some patients, including 
women in the latter stages of 
complicated pregnancies, are 
being encouraged to check in 
before the freeway closes at 
12:01 a.m. Saturday.

“Everybody, including my-
self, will be here to man the 
entire event, just to make sure 
everything goes safely for our 
patients and staff,” says Shan-
non O’Kelley, the hospital’s 
chief operations officer.

A group of art enthusi-
asts, meanwhile, formed “Art-
mageddon,” featuring activi-
ties at dozens of museums and 
art-house theaters and listing 
them on the Web site Art-
mageddonla.com. People are 
encouraged to walk or bike.

The UCLA campus, with 
about 41,000 students, has 
emergency traffic diversion 
plans in place. In Santa Moni-
ca, just down the road, a new 
emergency operations center 
opened last month. Authori-
ties say every major transit, 
law enforcement and emer-
gency services agency in the 
area has been cooperating in 
making contingency plans.

In the meantime, just 
what should people do over 
the weekend? “Eat, Shop and 
Play Locally,” advises the Los 
Angeles Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority, reciting 
its official Carmageddon II 
slogan.

The agency is partnering 
with hundreds of restaurants, 
tourist attractions and other 
venues to offer discounts to 
people who can show they 
used mass transit to get 
there.

If thousands of people 
hadn’t stayed home on a mid-
July weekend last year, au-
thorities say they might have 
caused a traffic backup so 
massive it could have spread 
to connecting freeways, 
gridlocking the entire city 
highway system. The result, 
“Carmageddon,” would have 
been miles and miles of idling 
cars filled with thousands and 
thousands of angry people.

“The risk factors are exact-
ly the same as they were last 
year, so nothing has changed 
in terms of the heartburn 
that traffic agency people are 
feeling right now,” says Dave 
Sotero, a spokesman for the 
transportation authority.
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BERLIN — Germany has 
launched a war crimes inves-
tigation against an 87-year-old 
Philadelphia man it accuses of 
serving as an SS guard at the 
Auschwitz death camp, The 
Associated Press has learned, 
following years of failed U.S. 
Justice Department efforts to 
have the man stripped of his 
American citizenship and de-
ported.

Johann “Hans” Breyer, a re-
tired toolmaker, admits he was 
a guard at Auschwitz during 

World War II but told the AP 
he was stationed outside the 
facility and had nothing to do 
with the wholesale slaughter of 
some 1.5 million Jews and oth-
ers behind the gates.

The special German of-
fice that investigates Nazi war 
crimes has recommended that 
prosecutors charge him with 
accessory to murder and extra-
dite him to Germany for trial 
on suspicion of involvement in 
the killing of at least 344,000 
Jews at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
death camp in Poland.

The case is being pursued 
on the same legal theory used 
to prosecute Ohio autoworker 
John Demjanjuk, who died in 
March while appealing his con-
viction in Germany on charges 
he served as a guard at the 
notorious Sobibor death camp 
in Poland. Under that line of 
thinking — even without proof 
of participation in any specific 
crime — a person who served 
as a death camp guard can be 
charged with accessory to mur-
der because the camp’s sole 
function was to kill people.
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