
Toddler found in Indiana
field after tornado dies
By REBECCA YONKER
and TOM LoBIANCO
Associated Press

LOUISVILLE An Indiana
toddler found in a field after
violent tornadoes died Sun-
day after being taken off
life support, ending a hope-
ful tale for survivors in the
Midwest and South picking
through the storms’ devas-
tation. 
Fifteen-month-old Angel

Babcock of  New Pekin,
Ind., was found after her
family’s mobile home was
destroyed in Friday’s
storms. Her father, mother
and two siblings were
killed.
When the tot arrived at

Kosair Children’s Hospital
in Louisville Friday night,
she was opening her eyes —
a hopeful sign, chief  nurs-
ing officer Cis Gruebbel
said. 
Things turned on Satur-

day, when the swelling in
her brain didn’t decrease,
he said. As the day went on,

her eyes ceased to move
and she continued to deteri-
orate. There was no sign of
brain activity.
Medical staff  told the

family there wasn’t any-
thing more they could do.
With extended family gath-
ered to say goodbye, the
family made the decision to

end life support on Sunday.
“Angel has been reunit-

ed with her parents,” her
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small incision here

Performing Minimally
Invasive Heart Bypass
Nepal Chowdhury, MD  

By MARK MAYNARD
The Independent

ASHLAND Area churches and organizations are doing
everything they can to assist tornado victims in surround-
ing counties.
Hillside Church took a UHaul load of items to West Lib-

erty on Saturday, less than 24 hours after a tornado swept
through the small town.
“Our original plan was to take the stuff to Elliott County

(and drop it off  at a shelter),” said Merle Kidwell, whose
wife, Mandy, hurriedly organized the mission cause. “We
arrived about 7:45 (p.m.) and they had bused all the people
to Morgan County (elementary school).”
Kidwell said about “eight of 10 of us” journeyed on into

Morgan County where the National Guard allowed them
to pass through.
“We got as far as the traffic light by the Community

Bank, and it looked like something out of a movie,” he said.
“I’d watched ‘The Book of Eli’ and that’s what it reminded
me of. It was desolate. They hadn’t even started to clean out
everything. We were driving over power lines.”
They arrived at the school and volunteers helped them

unload items from cases of water to generators, which they
purchased before going.
“Mandy was asking them what they needed, and one of

the things they mentioned was the need to get the trash
out,” Kidwell said. “So Chris (Merkel) backed the truck up
and we hauled a bunch of trash back.”

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

FLATWOODS Greenup
County Habitat for Hu-
manity is close to complet-
ing its second project, re-
habilitating a home after it
was damaged in a fire sev-
eral years ago.
Michael Garlinger, con-

struction coordinator, said
volunteers have spent
more than 1,000 hours
working on the renovation
of the home in the 1100
block of  Grandview Drive
in Flatwoods. He expects to
be completed with interior
renovations today or Tues-
day. Work on issues such
as drainage outside the
house may have to be com-
pleted after the open house
on Saturday because rain
during the past few
months has delayed out-
door projects.
Work on the home be-

gan in September. The
home was severly dam-
aged by a fire in 2005 or
2006, and the owner spent
years doing repairs slowly
before applying for help
from Habitat.
Improvements have in-

cluded work on wiring,
drywall, flooring, the
kitchen, two decks and
drainage outside the home,
Garlinger said. 
Groups of  volunteers

are now mostly working
on painting and cleaning
the home, he said.
Those volunteers in-

clude the family of  three
who will move into the
home — a mother, her
adult daughter and her
grandson — who have
come in to help with work
on the home at least once a
week since work began,
Garlinger said.

Habitat rehab
nearly finished
Open house Saturday
afternoon in Flatwoods

By TIM PRESTON
The Independent

CATLETTSBURGWhen he was 15, Charlie Black knew he
wanted to be a war hero.
“I was only 14 years old when the war started, and I

tried to join the Marines when I was 14. The recruiter
told me to come back
when I was 18,” said
Black, 83, of  Catletts-
burg. “At 14 years old I
looked older. I had a little
peach fuzz ... a little
beard, you know. And I
was determined to be a
war hero.”
Even though Black

landed a job with Ash-
land Oil when he was 14,
he never let go of his mil-
itary dreams. Within a
year, he’d found a way to enlist by registering for the
draft. “It was the only way I could do it. The lady thought
I was 18, but I was actually 15. It wasn’t 30 days and I was
on my way to Great Lakes Naval Station. There were
quite a few of us in there that was under age. They didn’t
catch us. They didn’t care, really.” 

KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

Charlie Black holds his U.S. Navy portrait. 

A man in motion
Veteran with dreams
of war glory reflects
on life of travel, song

“I didn’t see any
action, but I was
looking for it!”
Veteran Charlie Black,
83, of Catlettsburg,
discussing his
military service
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The foundation is all that remains of Ronnie and Beverly Bowman's home after a tornado
struck Menifee County on Friday.

Ways to help
The Boyd County FFA Chapter and Soccer Locker Team Sports are

collecting items for area tornado victims. Needed are: cases of water,
blankets, pillows, toilet paper, paper towels, diapers, mops and buck-
ets, bleach and cleaning items, garbage bags, nonperishable food
items and cash donations.
Donations may be dropped off at the Soccer Locker, 8142 U.S. 60.

For more information, call (606) 928-4625.
t

Those wishing to make a donation through the Huntington Area
Food Bank may designate funds by visiting hafb.org and clicking on the
Donate Now tab then sending an email to hafbmail@hafb.org stating
your name, that you have made a donation and the amount and that
you wish to go toward tornado relief.
Donations will be used to purchase food that will be sent to food-

bank agencies or other Feeding America agencies in the affected areas.
t

Tri-State Worship Center at the Point in South Point is collecting
items for victims of storms and tornadoes in Morgan and Menifee coun-
ties. Items needed include personal hygiene items such as shampoo
and soap; baby items such as diapers, wipes, food, formula and cloth-
ing; children’s clothing; cleaning supplies such as bleach, buckets,
brooms and mops; and nonperishable food items and beverages.
Deb Mullins, a church member, has ties to the area through friend-

ships and also through her employer, Wellcare Health Plans. She is co-
ordinating the effort and has made plans for delivery of the items on
Wednesday.  
Items may be dropped off at the church through Tuesday evening.

For more information, call Mullins at (606) 547-7448. 
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A sign is all that remains of this tornado-ravaged building in West Liberty in Morgan County.

NEIGHBORS REACH OUT
Locals, groups spring into action
to assist storm-stricken families 


