
Kentucky coach
John Calipari
knew how well his

team played in a 86-52 rout
at South Carolina Saturday.
Even Calipari couldn’t dis-
pute South Carolina coach
Darrin Horn’s obvious
claim that UK “looked like
the number one team in
the country” with the Cats’
most lopsided Southeast-
ern Conference win of the
season.

Calipari said it was “ab-
solutely” the best his team
had played and that all of
his major contributors had
productive games.

But before anyone wants
to put UK in New Orleans
for the Final Four, Calipari
issued a mild reminder
after the game about the
rest of Kentucky’s schedule.

He noted that his team
has played North Carolina,
Louisville, Indiana and
Kansas, all highly ranked
teams at the time, but now
will face Florida twice, Van-
derbilt twice and Missis-
sippi State during its final
seven games. 

“All those teams can beat
us,” said Calipari.

He’s right. He’s also cor-
rect that he will “find out
who we are” during the SEC
finish.  However, what he
might have already learned
based on the last four
games is that Kentucky is
better than good. It’s very,
very good and the Cats are
probably more capable of
beating all those teams
than any one team is of
beating Kentucky.

Against South Carolina,
Kentucky shot 51.6 percent
(32-for-62) from the field
and 76.2 percent at the foul
line (16-for-21). From 3-
point range, it was 42.9 per-
cent (6-for-14) as Doron
Lamb went 3-for-3 and re-

serve Kyle Wiltjer 2-for-4.
UK won the rebounding
battle 41-30 and had just
three turnovers. at’s
right. Only three turnovers
in the game.

en there were the 10
blocked shots, including
eight by do-it-all Anthony
Davis who broke Shaquille
O’Neal’s SEC freshman
record for blocks. Davis
now has 116.

Why has Kentucky,
which is 23-1, gone from a
good team to a dominant
team in recent games?

“We are getting better.
We are starting three fresh-
man folks, two sophomores
and a freshman off the
bench, so we are young.
Everything is new to these
guys,” Calipari said. “ey
are sharing the ball, 17 as-
sists. Terrence Jones had
four assists and no
turnovers. I mean, they are
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New York quarterback Eli Manning holds the Vince Lombardi Trophy after his team’s 21-17 win over New England in Super Bowl XLVI  Sunday.
Manning again led a winning touchdown drive in the fourth quarter to earn his second Super Bowl MVP award.

By JOE KAY

AP Sports Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — Tom
Brady let his final pass fly to-
ward the scrum of players in
the end zone, hoping for an
incredible finish.

Uh-uh, Tom. Not in this
city, and not in this game.

Indianapolis is a Manning
town, whether it’s Peyton or
Eli pulling out the wins. And
the Super Bowl is suddenly
the province of the New York
Giants, who have figured out
how to topple Brady and the
New England Patriots in the
biggest moments.

Eli Manning led another
fourth-quarter touchdown
drive and won his second
Super Bowl MVP on Sunday
night, leading the Giants to a
21-17 victory that provided a
pulsating finish to an NFL

season that started with tur-
moil and a lockout.

“It’s been a wild game,”
said Manning, who now has
one more Super Bowl title
than his older brother. “It’s
been a wild season,”

A wild finish was certainly
fitting.

The Giants (13-7) almost
didn’t make the playoffs,
needing a lot of help at 7-7
with two games left. Their
defense finally came to-

gether, and Manning gave
them a chance in every
game with his penchant for
comebacks — a league-
record 15 touchdowns in the
fourth quarter.

Of course, his greatest ca-
reer comeback was in that
Super Bowl four years ago,
when the Patriots were un-
defeated and Manning led a
late scoring drive that in-
cluded an enduring Super
Bowl moment — the incred-
ible catch David Tyree made
by trapping the ball against
his helmet.

The Patriots (15-4) had a
chance to avoid more such
history on Sunday. Brady,
trying to match boyhood
hero Joe Montana and Terry
Bradshaw with four Super
Bowl titles, had New Eng-
land in range to put it away

Baxter, Ross will both play for Shawnee State
By MIKE MARSEE

marsee@amnews.com

Austin Baxter and Kody Ross were
looking for the same thing, and they
found it at the same place.

A visit to Shawnee State was all it
took to convince both Baxter, a
Danville pitcher, and Ross, a Boyle
County infielder, that that was where
they wanted to play college baseball.
Both local players have committed to
the Portsmouth, Ohio, school, and
they plan to sign in separate cere-
monies today at their respective high

schools.
e two worked out for a Shawnee

State coach in Danville just before
Christmas, and both were invited to
visit the school.

Ross went first early last month, and
he said he was impressed.

“ey’ve got good facilities, and it’s
a good fit for me and my family,” Ross
said. “I like it up there, and it’s close to
home and a really good program.”

Baxter visited the school Jan. 28, and
he said he also liked what he saw.

“I liked the overall interaction with
the players, the coaching staff was re-

ally nice, and it was really family-ori-
ented,” Baxter said. “Going away from
home and my family, I wanted to go
somewhere that would feel like family,
and the coach at Shawnee State did
that best for me.”

Baxter said he considered a handful
of schools in the region and ultimately
chose Shawnee State over Lincoln Me-
morial and St. Joseph’s (Ind.) after re-
turning from his weekend visit. Ross
said he picked Shawnee State over
Georgetown, Transylvania and Ash-
land.

Kentucky now
showing how
good it can be

‘Outplayed’ Cats
fall to LSU 61-51

By BRETT MARTEL

AP Sports Writer

BATON ROUGE, La.  —
By the time A’dia Mathies
took it upon herself to start
scoring more, it was too late
for No. 6 Kentucky.

Mathies scored all of her
team-leading 12 points in
the second half, but got little
help as the Wildcats’ saw
their 10-game winning
streak end with a 61-51
upset at LSU on Sunday.

“We were outplayed, out-
coached every way you

could be,” Kentucky coach
Matthew Mitchell said. “I
just want to say how im-
pressed I was with the effort
that their kids gave. ... I have
to take a lot of the blame for
not having our team pre-
pared. We clearly didn’t look
like we were prepared
today.”

Adrienne Webb scored 16
of her 19 points in the sec-
ond half and LaSondra Bar-
rett scored all of her 12
points in the second half for
the Lady Tigers (15-8, 5-5

Super G-Men
Manning leads Giants to victory again
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New York running back Brandon Jacobs (27) celebrates with fans
after the Giants won the Super Bowl Sunday in Indianapolis.

Florida at Kentucky
7 p.m. Tuesday, Lexington

n RADIO/WEBCAST
WRNZ-FM (105.1)
www.ukathletics.com
n TELEVISION/VIDEO
ESPN
www.espn3.com
n LAST MEETING (3-13-11)
Kentucky 70-54
n PROBABLE STARTERS
P Name Ht. Yr. Pts. Reb.

Florida Gators (19-4, 7-1 SEC)
F Patric Young 6-9 So. 10.7 6.5
C Erik Murphy 6-10 Jr. 10.2 4.2
G Erving Walker 5-8 Sr. 12.6 2.9
G Kenny Boynton 6-2 Jr. 17.6 2.4
G Bradley Beal 6-3 Fr. 14.3 6.1

Kentucky Wildcats (23-1, 9-0 SEC)
F Michael Kidd-Gilchrist 6-7 Fr. 12.6 7.5
F Terrence Jones 6-9 So. 12.5 6.4
C Anthony Davis 6-10 Fr. 13.9 10.1
G Marquis Teague 6-2 Fr. 9.6 2.5
G Doron Lamb 6-4 So. 13.5 3.3
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