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Famous Hand

club, drew trumps in three rounds
and then led the club queen through
East's king to assure a parking place
for his extra heart loser.
At the second table, North-South
reached six spades as shown. West,
Bob Hamman, led the heart ace, and

EAST the play might very well have gone
+ J 7 5 the same way as at the first table,
• K 6 except for one major difference. On
+ 10 9 8 6 the lead of the heart ace, Zia, East,
+K 8 7 6 dropped the king!

SOUTH Now put yourself in poor South's
+ 1098642 shoes. He has heard West open with
• Q 10 4 four hearts, which would normally
+ A K Q 4 show an eight-card suit, and East has
+ - produced the king on the first trick.

The bidding: So when West next continues with a
West :\orth East South second heart, what would you do?
4 • Dble Pass 5 + It would certainly seem reason-
Pass 6 + able to ruff high in dummy to avoid a
Opening lead - ace of hearts. potential killing ruff by East and then
The exploits of Zia Mahmood play for a 2-1 spade split. And when
have been chronicled in this space on South did exactly that, Zia's jack
many previous occasions, and now became promoted as the setting trick.
there is one more gem to add to the One can only imagine what
pile. The deal occurred in the 20 II declarer must have felt when he saw
Vanderbilt Teams, and proved to be Zia follow to the second heart, and
decisive in a match between two then saw West show out on the first
squads captained by Lou Ann spade lead. The only solace might
O'Rourke and Nick Nickell, come from knowing that he was not
When the deal was first played, the first (or last) to fall prey to a cun-
Jeff Meckstroth of the Nickell team ning trap laid by the artful Zia.
ended up in five spades as South and The 780 net points gained on the
finished with an overtrick after West deal resulted in a 13-IMP pickup for
led the ace of hearts followed by the the Nickell team, which won the
ace of clubs. Meckstroth ruffed the match by only 3 IMPs.

Tomorrow: Keep your eye on the ball.
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Saturday's unlisted clue: HARVEST

Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions-
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally.
Monday's unlisted clue hint:A FLIGHT OF STEPS

Cats Ladder Shoestring
Curb Marbles Sidewalk
Doorstep Rock Skateboard
Ice Rugs Skates
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"Hurry, Mommy! They said we have
to act now while supplies last!"
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Level: Intermediate
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY for Monday, March 12,2012:
This year emphasizes communication. When you sense that an
interaction might be off, detach and look at what the other person
might really mean. At the same time, your intuitive side evolves.
You will get better and better at clearing up misunderstandings. A
partner often might spew out words without thinking. If you are
attached, learn not to take everything your partner says personally.
If you are single, others find you very attractive; however, getting a
relationship to go beyond dating could be challenging. Go with the
flow. LIBRA demands one-on-one relating.
The Stars Show the Kind of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive;
3-Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult
ARIES (March 21-ApriI19) **** You might need to reveal
more in a conversation than you normally do. Remember, it is your
objective to help someone understand a decision. Once you unite
as a team, you will be close to unbeatable. Carefully evaluate what
is going on between the two of you and also with your relationship.

_ Tonight: Continue discussions.
TAURUS (ApriI20-May 20) **** Defer to others and open up.
Confusion weaves its path. Why the sudden insecurity' Slow down,
and don't make quick assumptions or decisions for the next few
weeks. Use this time for soul-searching and sensitivity. You will want
this foundation when events suddenly happen. Tonight: Have a
long-overdue chat.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) *** Your ruler, Mercury, starts
its backward dance, signaling that it is time to slow down and
aooroach life with more awareness. The wise twin will not make

commitments during this time. Be aware that someone you meet
might not be the person you think he or she is. Tonight: Racing
around.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) *** Just when you thought your
timing was perfect to talk to a boss, parent or other authority figure,
you discover otherwise. This person could be acting a bit off. Play
the waiting game. In the long run, you will be happier. Tonight:
Leave problems behind.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) *** You are called upon to use your
insight. First, detach from a problem or situation. Next, understand
what is happening within your immediate circle. If your personal
and/or domestic life is not as you would like it to be, your
professional or public life could be affected. Be careful. Tonight:
Close to home.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) **** Communication could be off.
Whether you sense a haze surrounding sorneone's words and/or
an outright misunderstanding depends on the people involved. Try
to confirm your appointments. Repeat a seemingly controversial
sentence to its author so that he or she can hear it, too. Tonight:
Hang out with easygoing friends.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22) *** Money is essential to living, yet
you might find a problem concerning your finances. This problem
could involve a partner, if you are not careful. Touch base with your
basic needs before making any commitments. Tonight: Balance
you r checkbook.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) **** You might want to be more
aware of vour exoedations. A partner or friend could disaoooint

"HOW CAN MV ACCOUNT BE EMPTV? YOU .lUST
MERGED WITH A BtGGER BANK."

you in the near future without intending to. Perhaps you set the
bar too high. Still, let your imagination play into plans or a project.
Tonight: Not everything has to be serious.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) *** You might decide to say
little, as you pull back and do some important thinking. Others,
from bosses to partners, seem to be unusually flaky or difficult.
Don't make any decisions or commitments at this time. Tonight:
Nap, then decide what feels right.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) *** You know what you want,
but somehow, even if you verbalize Just that, it is misunderstood or
misrepresented. Tap into your inner strength. A meeting could be
more important than you realize. Tonight: Where people are.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) *** You feel as if you must Jump
through hoops to achieve your immediate goals. Tune into your
sensitivity when dealing with others. You might not understand why
everyone is scattered, but accept that they are. You see the end
results. Tonight: A must appearance.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) **** Detach from a confusing
situation without blaming anyone. With some distance and a lot of
discussion, you will understand more. The issue might be that you
need to be more careful with messages and calls in the next few
weeks. Do not stand on ceremony. Tonight: Let your mind wander.
BORN TODAY
Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney (1947), singer
James Tavlor (1948). ooet Jack Kerouac (1922)

ANSWER BOX

9 L 9 8 6 E 17 ~ z
c: 17 6 ~ 9 L 9 E B
8 ~ E 17 9 c: 9 6 L
L 6 9 9 E 17 8 z ~
17 8 c: L ~ 9 6 9 E
9 E ~ 6 c: 8 L 17 9
6 9 L E 8 ~ z 9 17
E c: 17 9 L 6 ~ 8 9
~ 9 8 c: 17 9 E L 6
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