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SWEET SIXTEEN: Cardinals taking business-like approach to state tourney — B1

Bob Flynn/bflynn@winchestersun.com
Shearer Elementary School physical education teacher Michelle Hamblin sorts some of the school supplies that have been dropped off at the school to
be delivered to schools in Morgan County that were damaged by the March 2 tornado. Anyone wishing to donate supplies can drop them off at any
Clark County school or Calvary Christian School.

Since the devastating tornado ripped
through West Liberty March 2, Kentucky resi-
dents have flocked to the small Morgan
County town to help with cleanup efforts and
to help residents get their lives back to-
gether.
Many Clark Countians and organizations

were among the first to go and to send desper-
ately needed supplies in the first hours follow-
ing the tornado.
While there were many people who lost

their homes to the storm, destruction wasn’t
limited to residential areas, as much of down-
town West Liberty also was destroyed or dam-
aged, as were two of the town’s schools.
Seeing the damage to the schools spurred

one local teacher into action to assist the
teachers and students at the two damaged
schools.
Shearer Elementary School teacher

Michelle Hamblin said from watching the
news coverage of the storm damage she knew
the teachers lost most, if not all, of their sup-
plies for their classrooms, so she thought it
would be a good idea to solicit donations of

schools supplies to replace them.
After talking it over with Clark County Pub-

lic Schools Superintendent Elaine Farris,
Hamblin organized a Pack the Bus campaign
to gather schools supplies.
“After talking to Superintendent Farris and

getting her support for the idea, I contacted
Clark County Coroner Robert Gayheart, who
has taken several loads of items to Morgan
County, to see what we needed to do and how
best to organize the collection,” Hamblin said.
“After that I contacted Mayor Ed Burtner and
County Judge-Executive Henry Branham who 

See SCHOOL, A3

Lending a hand
School supplies being collected
for Morgan County tornado victims
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FRANKFORT (AP) — A legal
battle between Kentucky newspa-
pers and the state Cabinet for
Health and Family Services over
access to child death records has
created what Democratic Rep.
Susan Westrom of Lexington called
a “perfect storm” in a speech to a
gathering of social workers at the
state Capitol.
Westrom said she’s hopeful the

attention brought by the press will
result in greater transparency in
child abuse investigations and leg-
islative action to protect children.
The lawmaker praised the re-

porting of the Lexington Herald-
Leader and The Courier-Journal of
Louisville.
“That’s the only thing I have

seen open the eyes and ears of our
legislators, and I’ve been fighting
this issue for 12 years,” she said.
“I think it’s a new day,” she said.

“I think this crisis that was really
instigated by the honesty of the
press has made all the difference
in the world, and we will see
changes because of this.”
The Associated Press is report-

ing on transparency issues in Ken-
tucky in connection with Sunshine
Week, which began Sunday. It is an
annual initiative to promote open
government.
According to a report last De-

cember by the Cabinet for Health
and Family Services, 111 children
died as a result of abuse or neglect
between July 1, 2008 and June 30
of last year.
Amy Dye, a 9-year-old Todd

County girl who was beaten to
death by her adoptive brother in
February 2011, was not included
among the 18 counted last year be-
cause she was not killed by a custo-
dial parent, according the cabinet.
The Dye case has been at the

center of the controversy over
whether the cabinet’s records in-
volving child deaths and near
deaths should be public.
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Records
fight a
‘perfect
storm’
Press leading
efforts to open
child abuse
documents

Kentucky players, coaches and administrative staff watch the NCAA selection show at coach John Calipari’s residence Sunday night
after arriving home from New Orleans. The Wildcats were selected as the overall No. 1 seed for the NCAA Tournament and will
take on the winner of the Mississippi Valley State-Western Kentucky game at 6:40 p.m. Thursday at the KFC Yum! Center in

Louisville. For a complete bracket on the tournament and story on Kentucky’s response on the field, see B1.
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