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A group of Letcher County men

this week incorporated to, begin a
large-sca- le egg producing dus-ine- ss

in the county.
The formation of Letcher County

Poultry Association, Inc. , is the
product of two years of work by
County Agent James K. Ken-dric- k,

Whitesburg Vocational
Agriculture Teacher Varon
Campbell, and other residents'
interested in the projcet.

The association will serve as
a buying and selling firm to co-

ordinate the production of eggs
at privately - owned poultry
houses.

So far, the group has commit-
ments for establishment of four
houses with 10, 000 hens each.
When others join, and the total
number of hens reaches 50, 000,
Valley Poultry Farms, Inc. of
Ashland, will build a grading
and processing plant in Letcher
County to handle locally pro-
duced eggs. Until then, the eggs
produced here will be takenby
truck to Valley's plant in Boyd
County for processing and dis-

tribution.
The original incorporators of

. the Letcher County Poultry As-

sociation are Paul Poloskey,
Whitesburg; Willie Watts, Hal-li- e:

Columbus Sexton, Colson,

Employees oi tne Whitesburg
post office honored Bernard Banks
with a surprise party at Letcher
Lanes on the occasion of his 20th
anniversary with the post office.

Mrs. C. J. Bennett entertained
the Thursday afternoon bridge
club at Letcher Lanes with des-

sert and coffee. Those present
were Mrs. Willard Kiger, Mrs.
Emmett Fields, Mrs. Leroy
Fields, Mrs. J. E. Crawford,
Mrs. Forrest Gentry, Mrs. W. G.
Holbrook and Mrs. Ben Clark.

Mrs. Follace Fields and Mrs.
Sam Collins spent a day in Lex-"ingt- on

last week.
Stephen Combs, Judge J. L.

Hays, Stanley Hogg and Byrd
Hogg are attending the State Bar
Association meeting in hexing --

ton this week. Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Caudill went for some of
the sessions.

Miss Estevah Webb of Washing-
ton, D. C. is visiting her mo-

ther, Mrs. N. M. Webb. They'
spent last Wednesday in Kings-por- t.

Mrs. Sam Collins has returned
from Texas, where she was
called by the death of her mo-

ther. '
Mrs. Ruth Rice was a guest in

the home of the Rev. W. E.
Garriott and Mrs. Garriott in
Ashland last week end.

More than 36 torest fires nave
burned over 1, 252 a.cres in Let-

cher County during the past two
weeks, fire warden Bennett Mul-

lins, McRoberts, reported today.
Mullins said the state has spent

$713. 31 so far in emergency la-

bor costs in fighting fires. He
said damage to timber lands
would run into thousands of dol-

lars. His figures are based on re-

ports as of Tuesday. He had not
totaled later repotrs.

Mullins said the upper end of
the county was the hardest hit.
There has been no rain for 10
days, he noted, and winds and
high temperature accounted for
many fires.

Mullins reminded Letcher
County residents that it is against
Kentucky law to bum trash or
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and Sam Webb, Neon.

Each man will start with a
poultry house of 10, 000 hens.
Others will be added to the

but no one with less thanfroup, hens will be considered.
The men said this minimum is
necessary to guarantee stable
production of quality eggs.

Establishment of each 10, 000-h- en

operation will require about
$36, 000, with the building cost-
ing about $16, 000, and the cost
of the hens and feed to bring
them to laying stage about
$20, 000. Financing is being ob-

tained through Production Credit
Assn., a private farmer-own- ed

leading agency, which is finan-
cing the buildings over a seven-ye- ar

period, and through Valley
Poultry Farms and a feed com-
pany, which are financing pur-
chase of the hens.

Special hens bred for high egg
production will be used. The
feed company will ship feed to
Letcher County by rail, and it
will be augured into a bulk bin
and from there into bulk trucks
for distribution to the member
poultrymen.

Teh poultry houses will be of
the most modem design in the
United States, Kendrick said.

(Continued on Page 4)

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Stallard
and children soent the week end
in Lexington.

Dr. and Mrs. Wiley Adams of
Oklahoma City, Okla. , and
Miss Gladys Adams of Paducah
are spending a few days in
whitesburg.

Mrs. Roy Crawford's Brownie
troop spent Wednesday afternoon
on Pine Mountain at the sand
quarry and lookout tower.

Mrs. . T. C. Adams, Mrs.
Maude Stanifer and Miss Ellene
Salyer attended the funeral of
Dr. Edrwad Wilson Sr. of Pine-vill- e.

Dr. Wilson formerly
lived in Letcher County. His
wife was Ella Tyree of whites-
burg.

Mrs. Lawrence Lewis remains
in St. Joseph Hospital in Lexing-
ton.

Paul Vermillion has returned
to work after recuperating from
surgery in Lexington.

Rayfield Salyer attended the
funeral of Mrs. Herman Crase in
Louisville last week end Mr.
Crase former ly was a barber
in Whitesburg.

Mrs. Maude Stanifer has re-

turned to her home in London
after visiting her brother, E. C.
Blair, who remains ill at his
home on Watt Long Branch,

fires here
anything else out of doors from
6 a. m. until 4:30 p. m. He said
the forestry division knows of
some persons who have been
breaking this law, and a law
enforcement officer will be here
to collect the costs of fighting
the fires from those who have
started them or to issue warrants
for the persons responsible.

Anyone who spots a forest fire
should phone the forestry tower
on Pine Mountain, 633-255- 5, or
Mullins home, 55-- W through the
Jenkins Exchange.

Letcher County now has no
volunteer fire-fight- ing organi-
zation to combat forest fires.
Mullins said, but he hopes later
to set up groups of high school
students to help fight fires.

A group of citizens from the
UpperKentucky River Valley re-
vealed this week it. is looking
into the possibility of setting up
a system of dams and power
plants similar to those now in
use in the Far West.

Members of the group declined
to be identified, . but they said
they are exploring the chances
ana desirability of establishing a
conservancy district composed of
five counties Letcher, Knott,
Perry, Breathitt and Leslie.

Representatives from three of
the counties attended a meeting
in Whitesburg several days ago
to discuss the proposal. The
group included diverse political
and financial interests.

No one is yet finally committed
to the project, but present think-
ing of the group is along these
lines:

Members would ask the U. S.
Department of Interior to assist
in estabkishment of a conservancy
district, which probably would
involve flood control, land con-
servation, reforestation, tourism
and power production. The first
district would be in the five
counties, but members would
hope other counties would join
the effort later, The group sees
the program as the basis of an
economic revolution in Eastern
Kentucky.

The group's present thinking is
that dams planned for flood-contr- ol

would best serve the in-
terests of Eastern Kentucky if
they could be put to multiple
uses.

Conservancy districts are in
wide use in Washington, Ore-
gon, South Dakota, North Da-

kota, Idaho and other Western
states. The program has been
in operation there- - since the
middle 1930's and is still grow-
ing.

Although conservancy districts
are mainly a Western operation,
one of the best known is in the
Muskingum River Valley in Ohio,
made famous by author Louis
Bromfield as "The Edge of Para-
dise." The Ohio district involves
flood control, recreation and soil
conservation but does not pro-
duce electric power.

In some western states the con-
servancy districts are known as
public utilities districts.

The Eastern Kentucky group
has asked the manag.v of one

Hope for gone

A committee of Letcher County
men today released the Presby-
terian Church from its pledge to
give the Stuart Robinson school
property at Blackey to the state
of Kentucky for use as a junior
college.

Jack Burkich, head of the
committee which has worked for
several years to get a college on
the property, released a letter
from the University of Kentucky
saying there is no further possi-
bility of locating the proposed
junior college at Blackey. In
view of the University's decision
the committee felt it should re-
lease the church from its offer,
Burkich s4id.

"We especially want to thank
the church, in the most earnest
terms possible, for your generos-
ity, patience and kindness in
working with us toward the goal
of providing the means of higher
education for our youth, " Bur

University of
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of the largest such districts in
the state oi Washington to meet
with it and explain nis district's
operations.

The districts are launched by
local citizens in
with the Interior Department.
Dams Involved are built by the
U. S. Corps of Engineers.

The districts are established by
local vote and governed by a lo-

cally elected Doard. Money to
finance construction of dams
comes from revenue bonds issued
by the district. The bonds are
paid off by sale of power and wa-

ter and by proceeds from other
projects conducted by the dis-

tricts.
One principal hope of the group

in Eastern Kentucky is that the
program could provide at-ho-

market for much of the coal now
mined here. The hydroelectric
plants would use a method of
power production known as

on
dropped

Residents
conditions

resident hasn't

Rev. Robert Owens Jr.
resigned as of

Graham Memorial Presbyterian
Church, effective
June will become pastor
of the First Church
at Madisonville.

Mr.. Owens announced his res-
ignation to the
Sunday. The- will
meet April to act on his re- -

kich Board Church
Extension.

large measure because the
church
from beginning, this project

progressed to the that
although a college at Blackey

ruled out county may
receive an institution.

We sincerely so, he added.
The committee pledged its

to find some suitable
for Stuart property.

ago, church of-

fered property to county
board of education for$125,
State of Education
officials approved it as a
possible seventh eighth grade
center. Sanford Adams
said today, however, that
matter would have to be

board took
any further action

In Lexington. Dr. R. D. John-

son of UK Mountain

Hansen Head

eAULc

reaion
punip stciawc. " Under the me-

thod, water driven turbines would
produce power during peak de-
mand periods. Then at night
when demand was low, a
coal steam plant would go
Jnto operation, turbines
would be reversed and water
would be pumped back into the
reservoir for use the- next day.
The method produces power
cheaply, "Pump storage" would
require a chain of lakes
dams, which would work to-
gether in a pro-
gram of power production.

In Kentucky, an enabling act
would have to be passed by
legislature before the districts
could be established.

Members of the group investi-
gating idea plan to contact
the Interior Department formal-
ly if they like what they have
learned when their investigation
is completed

uest tor release from the church
here.

He told the congregation:
The three happiest years of my

life have been spent in this
church and in the Whitesburg
community, and it is with the
deepest regret that I terminate

here. I feel that
(Continued on Page 4)

Eagle his committee which in-

spected potential college sites
in the Whitesburg area still has
not completed its report to the
UK Board Trustees. He said
he expected it to be ready In a
few days. Johnson said, any fur-

ther information would have to
com the board.

Johnson also was author of
the letter from UK to the Stuart
Robinson committee, which said
in part:

"At a recent meeting in the
Governor's office It was mutually
agreed that the university should
evaluate other sites within Letch-
er County. Previously, I had
made the commitment the
Stuart Robinson site was not de-
sirable from the standpoint ofthe
University. I believe I am safe
in saying that it is a mutual de-
cision on part of those
concerned that this condition
precludes any further possibility
of location in Blackey. "

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH This car apparently had all it could take
of the Little Cowan road and gave up in the manner of the "won-
derful one-ho- ss shay" Main Street in Whitesburg last week.
Note the mud which from the car along with the wheel.

of the Cowan area have moved away because of the road
there, our correspondent reported this week. The auto

belongs to a who moved yet. (Eagle photo)
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