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There are many lengends con-

nected with Christmas Celebra-
tions. The December 4--H Club
Program gave us many of the
interesting ones.

CUSTOMS
The Tinsel on the Tree:

There is a lengend about why
the tree has tinsel on it. In a
very poor home there lived a
woman who was a very careful
houseekeper. She kept every-
thing clean and' shining. One
Christmas Eve, she trimmed the
tree for her children with all
sorts of things. During the night,
spiders visited the tree and
crawled from branch to branch,
leaving their webs behind them.
The Christ Child saw this and
knew that the good woman
would be distressed when she
showed the tree to her children
and found it covered with cob-

webs. He blesed the Christmas
tree, and all the spider-web- s

were changed to silver. That is
why we put tinsel on the Christ-
mas tree.

Holly:
"The ancient people of Ger-

many used to have sprigs of
sweet-smellin- g evergreen and
red-berrie- d holly in their houses
to serve as a winter home for
the spirits of the woods. From
this old custom comes the habit
of decorating houses with holly
branches at Christmas. Legend
attributes to holly the power of
keeping away witches and bring
ing charm whenever it is used
It is only natural that Christians
added this custom to the cele
brauon of Christmas for our
pleasure, too.

Mistletoe:
In ancient Druid ceremonies,

the mistletoe was a sacred plam
symbolizing the spirit because
i had no roots in earth. It was
cut annually by a white-robe- d

priest with a bolden sickle. Tiny
outgrowths pierce the bark of
the tree and absorb food nad
moisture from it. Mistletoe grow
native in Kentucky and through-
out our southern states. Its wax-

like berries help to make it very
pretty at Christmas-tim-e. The
practice of kissing beneath the
mistletoe was early regarded as
a token of peace and assurance.
Misfortune would not befall the
ones who passed beneath the
mistletoe.

Christmas Cards:
Sending Christmas cards is a

lovely custom. Do you know
where the idea originated? Over
100 years ago the children in
England made small cards at
school and took them home to
their parents at Christmas. In
1844, Joseph Cundall in Eng-
land printed the first greeting
card. Most Christmas cards are
sent through the mail. The work
of our postoffices is more than
doubled at Christmas-tim-e to
take care of the Christmas greet-
ing cards.
Christmas Carols:

Christmas wouldn't be Christ-
mas without the carols. "Car-
ols" are songs which are joy-
ous: they are of the people, by
the people and for the people.
They come from the hearts of
those who wanted to express
the'r emotions in song. Some
were not recorded on paper un-

til years after they were first
sung. The Heavenly Chorus of
Angels sang the first Christmas
carol. The word "carol," itself,
has a dancing origin, and seems
to go right back to the Greek
word for a flule player. Carol
5'nging was very popular in,
Europe in the Middle Ages and ,

is still a special feature of thej
Christmas season in England, j

Bands of men and boys go about

the streets several nights be-

fore Christmas singing carols.
In many of our own American
cities and towns this is part of
our Christmas Eve celebration.

Probably one of our most
loved carols is "Silent Night,
Holy Night." In 1818 Joseph
Mohr wrote the words of this
song and presented them to his
intimate friend, Franz Gruber.
Gruber was the schoolmaster
and organist in the little yillage
of Oberdorf. They were plan-
ning a Christmas ceelbration on
Christmas. Eve, in the school
house. Only the day before Gru-
ber found that the organ would
not play. The program had been
planned with organ music. His
friend Joseph Mohr had just
given him this poem. He was so
touched by this beautiful poetic
gift and distressed by failure of
the organ to play that a sudden
inspiration came to him. He sat
down and composed the melody
to the poem. Then he called the
children of the village together
and taught them this beautiful
song. It was sung without music
at a Christmas Eve celebration
in Austria in 1818. The richness
of the Christmas thought
spirit found expression in "Sil-
ent Night, Holy Night."

Christmas Customs:
i

Belgium makes Christmas a
season of gifts and joy The
children hang up their stock-
ings, but the most interesting
ceremony on Christmas Eve is

,the feeding of Santa Claus' rein--de- er

Plates filled with oats are'
set on a table before the hearth,
where a fire is blazing In the
morning the oats has disappear-
ed replaced by toys.

Saint Nicholas the Dutch
Santa Claus is highly honored.
According to ancient traditions,
he makes the rounds on Wod-
en's horse Sleipner. The chil-
dren set, their wooden shoes in
the chimney corner because

.Sleipner will pass by unless he
sees them, and St Nicholas will
leave no gifts unless the chil-
dren are in bed.

I Christmas cannot be celebrat-
ed anywhere as it is in Scand-
inavia where Jule, pronounced
Yool, lasts three weeks. The
festival is ushered in on Christ-
mas Eve with family reunions
all over the Northland. The tree
is lighted at this time, but prep-

arations for the festival have
ben underway for many weeks.

in .uugiaiiu uie uesi. uee is
selected as a Yule Log and sav-
ed for Christmas. Chopped down
at midnight on Christmas Eve,
the log is hauled into the house
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with much ceremony. A portion
of the log is cut off and care-

fully kept until the next Christ-
mas. During the year, this piece
of wood is to "shield the home
from evil." The part saved from
the past year is used to light
the new log while the family
sings:

"Kindle the Christmas
Brand, and then till sunset

let it burn; when quenched,
then lay it up again, till
Christmas next return. Part
must be kept wherewith to
tend the Christmas log next
year; and where it is safely
kept, the fiend can do no
mischief there."
Thus as the burning log

crackles and its flames mount
higher, the Christmas festivi- -

Modern Traffic
needs Concrete pavement

Traffic has increased steadily in weight and volume;

Yet for more than a quarter of a century thousands of
miles of concrete roads have rendered uninterrupted

service while carrying most of the heaviest traffic.

Concrete meets every requirement of modern traffic;

It is moderate in first cost. It has lower maintenance

cost and at least twice the service life of other pave-

ments. It is the safest pavement too. Its gritty surface

grips tires firmly, permitting quicker stops in emer-

gencies. Its light-colore- d surface allows maximum visi-

bility at night. If you cah't see you can't be safe.

Mr. Motorist, your license fees," gas and other taxes
pay for building and maintaining roads. Insist on con-

crete to get the greatest pavement value for your moneyi

REMEMBER, YOU PAY MORE FOR POOR

ROADS THAN FOR GOOD ROADS.

KENTUCKY DESERVES THE BEST.

INSIST ON CONCRETE

PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION
612 Merchant's Bank Bldg., Indianapolis 4, Indiana

A national organization improve and extend the uses of portland cemenf
and concrete through scientific research and engineering field work
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One of tte special joys we find at
Christmas time (along with, trimming

the tree and exchanging gifts) is

reflecting on all the wonderful

friends we have... and wishing

each and everyone of you a

most delightful holiday season.

KINCER HARDWARE
i

NEON, KENTUCKY

ties begin. For twelve days the
fire continues to glow, Isymbol
izing the light and warmth of
Christmas.

Here's wishinq you a very
Merry Christmas, and remember,
it is the birth of Christ, which
we are celebrating.

FOOD CHAIN HAS
YULE GIFT PLAN

You can serve a Christmas
dinner, or any of its courses, to
your faraway friends and rela-

tives this year via an ordinary
letter envelope and the U. S.
Mail.

Fifty certificates in denomin-
ations of $1 and $5 are available
for the purpose in he stores
and super markets of A&P
Food Stores in the 37 states
where the chain operates.

Officials explained that the
certificates are the company's
response to a growing demand
by firms and individuals for a
food gift plan similar to those
offered by department and clo-

thing stores during the Christ-
mas season.

The certificates are redeem-
able in any A&P Store. For ex-

ample, a shopper in Providence,
R. I., could use a certificate pur-
chased in a Los Angeles A&P
store for a choice of like value
from among a super market's
$30.00 items- - of merchandise.
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HUSH STORE
Phone 2361 Neon, Ky.
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?3s shepherds watched their flocks.,

Star shone brightly in the hush of

Holy Night... Babe was born

in manger... and new spirit of

Peace and Good Will came into the world.

May that spirit abide

with you and your

The Eagle to:

family now and always.
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To all our

we warm

for a
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love and joy.
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MR. AND MRS. CHARLIE WRIGHT
AND FAMILY

Whitesburg- - Kentucky

friends,

wishes Holiday

Merry

Christmas
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THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE
Anywhere in the World for Only $4.00

CLIP AND MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY:

Subscription Blank to The Mountain Eagle

The Mountain Eagle,
Whitesburg, Ky.

Enclosed please find ( ) $4.00 for The Mountain Eagle out of the
county; ( ) $3.00 for six months out of county; ( ) $3.00 for 1 year
in the county; ( ) $2-0- for six months in the county; Subscription
price to The Eagle for

Please mail

NAME .......
ADDRESS

Date

Sincerely yours?

Signed:
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