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THERE IS A STAR

Far back in antiquny some wucner in the night learned mat
if he used the stars, he could find his way with certainty. That
knowledge entered the wisdom of the ages. Caravans travelled
across desert wastes. Horsemen rode over vast plains. Seafarers
ventured from sight of land. The knowledge of the stars gave
them security.

Of all the peoples on earth, the Polynesians made the greatest
use of the stars as their guides. The largest expanse of. ocean
upon earth became their home. Without a compass, without
charts or sextants, Without even a written language to preserve
their knowledge, the Polynesians discovered and settled the
remotest islands of the Pacific in an age when .all other races were
landbound.

How did they do it? Part of their knowledge is lost, but
enough remains to show us that they had a skill and a knowledge
of the highest type. They knew seasons and ocean currents, they
knew the prevailing winds and belts of calm, but most of all they
knew the stars. Some keen observer noticed that a certain season
a rising star was in the same drection as an island. If they but
held their course, they "would come to that land. And to return
they had but to follow the same star in its setting.

In an ancient chant there is recorded the vision of a man of
faith. He did not know what lay beyond the horizon but he,
chanted, "I have chosen a star and beneath that star there is a
land."

With such a vision, an age of exploration began. The people
who had come to the Pacific found their islands of Samoa and
Tahiti and Tonga crowded. They became bold explorers who
crossed seas as wide as the Atlantic. Far to the east they discov-
ered and settled Easter Island. To the south they made New
Zealand part of their heritage. They settled the many islands of
the South Pacific and, reversing the path of the Kon-Tik- i, 'they
they probably visited the shores of South America. Far to the
north they located the most isolated land on earth the Hawaiian
Islands. According to the chants of genealogies, for two centuries
the distant islands of Tahiti and Hawaii were united by ocean
voyages.

Almost as unbelievable as the fact that they made the journeys
is the way they travelled. They used double canoes, the hollowed
trunks of trees. Between the canoes for the long voyages there
might have been a platform and a sail. The greatest of the canoes
was but a few feet above the waves. Yet with a sail they moved
with great speed. No other people in history Aave ventured so
far with such frail craft Yet they dared and dared again until
they had peopled the Pacific.

"I have chosen a star and beneath that star there is a land."
That was a great faith. And such a faith had within it self-relianc- e.

They prayed, for the great oral chants which" were their
literature record the prayers they made. They had fears. There
was one dread calamity which could overwhelm them. A storm
could strike and the angry clouds blot out the stars. But in the
midst of the storm, they still had faith in their own courage and
strength. What then did they pray for? Not for rescue, not for
someone else to help, but only that the skies would clear so they
could find their course again by the star which was their guide.

Today we may feel that life is vastly different from the age in
which the Polynesian heroes settled the far islands of the Pacific,
yet the qualities which bring victory are no different today from
what they were then. Every venture, whether it be on an un-ehart-

sea or into a New Year, is a venture of faith, of purpose,
requiring courage and persistence.

Centuries ago the story of the Star which guided the Wise
Men to Bethlehem became part of the tradition of men around
the world. It was more than a story for children. It was the
formation of a faith which provided a guide for the future. It
gave men a purpose, a design for the years to come. The vision
is still with us today; the Star of Bethlehem still provides hope
lor millions who believe that here is the way for man to journey.

But if we have confidence in our great visions, have we the
valor needed to pursue them? Have we the courage to undertake
bold ventures? Dare we move from the sheltering shore to thegreat deep? Dare we follow our stars?

The future is the great promise. The past is not our hope..
The years to come are the great, years. Let us take courage from
the brave who sang, "I have chosen a star and beneath that star
there is a land."

John Field Mulholland,
in The Rotarian.

"Success in this life depends
largely upon secrecy. The man
who tells all he knows is never
successful. Exercise your ears
continually, but keep the brakes
on your tongue. People are
prone to talk too much, and of-
ten. Talk is idle, sometimes
scandalous. Gossid is never in
oni: no matfpr where uttered."
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"Daddy, my teacher wants me
to prove that the white man is
superior to the Indian," sa'id
Tommy. "Can you help me?"

"Don't tnink so. son." replied
Dad. "When the white man
took over this country, thn In-

dians were running it. There
Were no taxes. Thore was no
debt. Women d'd H wi.
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How could they improve on that
system?"

RECIPE
Here is a desert that can be

prepared several days in advance
thus cutting down on your work
the day you wish to serve it; or
have it handy when company
drops in.

Frozen Angel Food Desert
1 angel food cake
1 quart of ice cream
1 cup whipping cream
1--4 cup powdered sugar
1-- 2 teaspoon vanilla
1-- 2 teaspoon almond

With a sharp knife, slice
! across day-ol- d cake in three
; layers. Soften the ice cream
j to spreading constancy anf1
I place between layers of the
i cake. Whip the cream and
fold in the sugar and flavor--
ing. Cover the top and sides
of the cake and place in deep
freezer for quick freezing.
Remove just before it is to be
cut for serving.

Newspapers are your best ad
vertising medium.
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--t this joyous rime, of
Christmas, may happiness
fill your heart and may the
blessings of peace, good
health and good fortune be

yours for a long time to come.

GLO-ELKHOR- N MINING
COMPANY

Whitesburg, Kentucky

Coca-Col- a Bottling Works
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ay the spirit

this joyput season

remain with you

always....

WILLIAMS ELECTRIC
y

Staff and Management
g Whitesburg, Kentucky
y

everyone
appreciates the best

Remember have plenty

of Coke on hand for
Christmas. It's the one

drink you know

your guests will welcome

Get Extra Coke
X

For The Holidays

JIOTTLED UNDER. AUTHORITY OF THE COCA-COL- A COMPANY i
Wliitesburo, Kentucky
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