
THURSDAY, DEC. 22, 1955.

In Operation Gyroscope
For tCampbell, Ky. Special-

ist Second Class Leslie Day,

whose wife, Martha, lives at 1207
S. Walnut St., Hopkinsville, Ky.
is scheduled to leave the U. S.
for Germany in January as part
of Operation Gyroscope, the Ar-

my's unit rotation pi:.

In Sage Brush

Fort Polk, La.

Third Class David J. 25,

whose wife, Ruth, lives Co-

lumbia, Ky., was assigned to the
Force Exercise

Sage Brush, held recently in
Louisiana.

The soldier, the Wells, son of Mr. and Mrs.
son of Mr. and Mrs. J.mes Richard Wells, Whitesburg, n
'Day, is a 1953 graduate o f been in the Army since January
Whitesburg High Scuui. 1954.
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INSURANCE
ALL KINDS

See Garnett Insurance Agency
Telephone 326

HAZARD KENTUCKY

Christmas Legends
and Traditions

(Excerpts from an address by
Pat Napier of Stuart Robinson
School before the Whitesburg

I Rotary Club, Tuesday noon,
Dec. 13, 1955)

This year, 1955, we are pre-

paring to celebrate the birth of
Christ. This holiday we call
(Jnnstmus. Have you ever won-

dered just exactly why Decem-

ber 25th was finally chosen as
the probable birthday of Christ;

In the early centuries of the
Christian era the exact date of
the nativity was not known, bj
the third century some had been
observing the event on these
varying dates: January 6, Feb- -

jury 2, March 25, April 19,

May 20, and November 17. At
i his period there were five dif-

ferent systems of accounting
time.

In A. D. 350, Julius 1 (Pope
or Bishop of Rome from AD
337 to 352)) made an investiga-
tion into the matter of the date.
December "25 was set as the
most probable time. The feast
of the Nativity was first ob-

served on this day at Rome, per-

haps in 353 and from then on
the custom spread eastward.

For many centuries- - 'Good
Saint Nick" Saint Nicholas or
Santa Claus to American chil-

dren the patron saint of young
people, has been associated with
Christmas and gifts. Although it
is customary to regard his as a
myth, there actually vvas. a real
St. Nicholas, an early Christian
bishop, who lived during the
fourth century. It was because
of his unusual generosity that
our ideas of the modern saint
have developed.

Nicholas was the only child
of wealthy Christian parents.
When both parents died during
an epidemic, they left the young
boy in possession of all their
wealth. Young Nicholas dedicat-
ed his life to God's service and
moved to Myra in Asia Minor.

Nicholas was selected to be
the Bishop but because of his
youth tried to refuse the posi-
tion. He was over-rule- d. Nick
was popular as a bishop and sev-
eral stories of his ability to per-
form mircales, and of his gener-
osity, have been handed down-'t-

us.
I One of Nicholas's chief char
acteristics was his unsurpassed
generosity. In his youth he had
learned, by going around among
the people, how many were op-

pressed by poverty. As a result,
he often went out in disguise
and distributed presents, espec-
ially to children.

The most popular story of the
Saint's good deeds concerned
the three daughters of a noble-
man who had lost his fortune
in unsucessful business ven-
tures. As a result, there vvas no
money for dowries; and in those
days, a daughter without a dow-
ry had little chance for mar-
riage.

The bishop decided to reme-
dy this, and when the oldest
girl was of marriageable age,
he went to their home one night
and secretly threw a bag of gold
through the window. Not long
afterward, the girl married
well and at the proper time for
the second, Nicholas .repeated
his kind deed.

But when the third was
grown, her .father decided to
keep a close watch to find out
who their benefactor was. When- -

he caught the bishop in the
very act of throwing in the bag
of money, the grateful father
could not keep the secret, even
though the donor begged him
not to reveal his name. So the
three daughters were happily
married, all through the kind-
ness and generosity of St. Nich-
olas, who is consequently re-

garded as the patron of marri-
ageable girls.

One version of this story is
that one of the purses or bags
fell into a stocking hung near
the chimney to dry and that,
from this incident, the Christ-
mas custom of hanging stock-
ings in anticipation of receiv-
ing presents originated. Stories
of the bishop's liberality soon
spread, and, thereafter, when
unexpected gifts were received,
he was given credit as the
donor.

Our well-know- n and popular
Christmas poem honoring the
saint, "A Visit from St. Nich-
olas," was written by Dr. Clem-
ent C. Moore, who taught in a
theological seminary in New
York. His verses popularized
the new conception of Santa

THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE,

Clans driving his eieht rein--

deer over the house-top- s.

And our modern Santa Claus
was further developed when
the well-know- n cartoonist,
Thomas Nast, pictured him in
Harper's Illustrated Weekly in
1863, in a red, fur-trimm-

suit.
During the Civil War, the car- -

toonist cheered the Union sol- -

diers and their families when
he patriotically depicted the
saint in a red, white, and blue
outfit with his sleigh and rein -

deer, visiting the soldiers at
I their camp, and giving them manor houses (during the Mid-holid-

suits. die Ages), the mistletoe always
o-- - 'hung high because of the an- -

Gifts:
Our age-ol-d tradition of re- -

membering relatives and friends
with presents at the holidays is
one of the most satisfying of
our Christmas joys. This is es--

pecially true if such giving is
done in an unselfish way with -

out thought of like return, for
it reveals the highest type of
Yuletide spirit.

The giving of gifts at this
time of year was prevalent even
before the birth of Christ. Early

--Romans used to exchange gifts
at this time. They went out to
the forest and gathered boughs pluck a white berry from the
of laurel, olive, or myrtle which bough and give it to the girl,
were sacred to the Gods. Peo-,Whe- n all were gone, the mistle-pl- e

gave such branches, sym-to- e was said to lose its mystic
bolic of health, happiness, and powers.
affection, to their rulers. Later In Northern Europe, where
some of the the rulers demand-
ed gifts of more material value.

In modern times, the pur-
chase of Christmas gifts has
become "big business," often
all sales' records are broken at
this season.

Many individuals are trying
to counteract the commercial
side of Christmas by making
their own presents; or, when
buying, they select things care-
fully, keeping in mind the tastes
of friends for whom they are
intended. Wise parents often
teach their children to go with-
out certain things in order to
give to the less fortunate or
they show the boys and girls
how to make simple presents
for others.

This Yuletide consideration
'for others is a tribute to the
Founder of Christmas Day, for

ounuiici uuu me. me
said to origin-

ated from crown of
Although

connected more closely with
than

wreath been and
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churches was heathen origin,
some Church
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and to

The holly at
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US the English
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Therefore, they thought if they
gave these shelter, tne
spirits, in lurn, would bring
them good luck the rest of the
year. to entice them inside,

evergreens, espec- -

ially over their doors at
There was a belief

that holly had mysterious pow- -

ers. If one planted it near
his home, it could ward off
witches protect occupants
from severe weather,
and lightning,

During tne happy holiday
season at the great

cient belief that the
should never touch the ground.!
"The mistletoe bough on fes--

tive throng
Looks echoes . of

song . . .

And who is she will not
allow

A kiss claimed under the mistle- -

toe bough?
A girl, kissed under these

circumstances, was considered
lucky; those who weren't were
destined to remain husbandless

another year. With each
kiss, man was supposed to

many persons lived in forests
and worshiped trees, it quite
natural for them to use trees at
Christmas time.

Martin Luther, the great re-

former, was through
woods one Christmas Eve

, and was awed by stars shin
through the trees. When

he arrived home he was trying
to explain glory of the .scene
to his wife and children; BUT
words failed him. So he went
out, down a small fir, and

lighted candles on it, to
represent the starry sky above
the stable night that Christ
was born. The tree idea spread

.

The Christmas feast is an
ancient tradition. The first im-
portant feast occur

in 878 during the reign of
King Alfred of who

i uon z.uo. He is called "the
Bright and Morning Star".

The too, is asso- -

"mi-- u iinu niu aiuijr til
Wise Men. In Matthew
10, we read, "lo, the star, which
they saw the east, went before
them, till came and stood over
,.,1., 1 I . tUwiicic liii? vmini' I'mifi w;is
When they say the Star, they re- -

joiced with exceeding great
joy."

Before Christ's birth, bells
tiriH linnn i,cn1 fn'nnnnnnpn VHi i

happy and sad events. But by j

medieval days, the pealing
bells had become closely asso-
ciated with rejoicing.
At this season, poor persons
went around with handbells to
attract attention, and collect
alms.

It was during the early 1840's
that the earliest Christmas cards.
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the spirit that moves human had decreed that Yuletide be gs

to think of others, and served for a period of twelve
to give liberally, even when it days. It is said that at this

I means sacrifices, is an attribute celebration foods were served
of the "Giver of Perfect Gifts." on gold and silver platters.

Well before the Christian era, The Christmas Star or the
evergreens were used as an Star of Bethlehem is a favorite
emblem of eternal life. For, al-- Yuletide symbol. Christ's com-thoug- h

the cold winter weather ing was foretold in Numbers 24:
killed most plants, the ever-- ) 17, "There shall come a Star
greens remained, symbolic of 'out of Jacob"; and in Revela--
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Meets, the Madonna and Child,
the Wise Men, manger scenes,
with the kneeling Shepherds,
lighted churches, organs, carol--

ers, are often used; and ,such
designs show that many like
greetings that convey tne real
significance ot wny we ceieDrate
Christmas. The cheap, inartis- -

tic cards which convey nothing
of the real meaning of Christmas
should not be purchased

A book telling "All About
Christmas by Mayme R. Krythe: I

Harper Brothers, N. Y., may be
purchased for $2.75.

A&P EMPLOYEES TO
SHARE $2,500,000

New York Employees of
the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Company throughout the coun-
try will share more than

in pre-holid- compen-
sation this year, it was announc
ed today by Ralph W. Burger,
president of the food chain.

Every employee with as much
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CHRISTMAS EDITION

as six months' service will re- -

ceive a part of the annu- -i fund
voted by the company's board
of directors. Distribuuoa i s
scheduled Dec. 17. The amount
to be distributed this ear is
$200,000 more than last year's
compensation.

MILLSTONE CHURCH NEWS

The Church of God, Rev.
Jimmie Williams, Pastor.

Sunday School Attendance
Dec. 11, 195562.

Y. P. E. Meeting, Thursday
evening at 7:00 o'clock.

Youth Club Meeting Mon-

days at 6:30.
Sunday Evening Services at

7:00 o'clock.

MILLSTONE METHODIST
CHURCH

Rev. John Holbrooks, Pastor.
Sunday School Attendance

Dec. 11, 195530.
Sunday Evening Services at

7:00 o'clock.
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