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» Downtown Louisville Blood Donation
Center, 520 E. Chestnut St., 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.
today and Friday; 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday
and Tuesday; and 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday.
» East End Louisville Blood Donation
Center, 291 N. Hubbards Lane, 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Wednesday and Tuesday; noon to 7 p.m.
Thursday; 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday; 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday.
» Airport Industrial Center Building 91, 163
Rochester Drive, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday.
» Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 13800
Aiken Road, 2:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday.

» Sullivan University, 3101 Bardstown Road,
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Thursday.
» St. Mary Academy, 11311 Saint Mary Lane,
7:30 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday.
» Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 9718
Dixie Highway, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sun-
day.
» Daymar College, 3309 Collins Lane, 1 to 6
p.m. Monday.
» Zaxby’s of Middletown, 807 Blankenbaker
Parkway, 2 to 7 p.m. Monday.
» Jefferson Mall, 4801/B-302 Outer Loop, 2
to 7 p.m. Tuesday.

BLOOD
You can give blood at the following locations

Basketball
Lighthouse Community Center basketball
sign-ups. 5312 Shepherdsville Road. Summer
league for ages 6-14. Teams also accepted.
Two divisions, skilled and fundamental. $65.
224-7917. www.lighthousegymcenter.com.

Football
Oldham County Youth Football League

sign-ups. Oldham County Youth Football
complex, 3785 Jones Drive, Buckner, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Saturday and May 19 and June 9 and 30.
Age divisions: 5-6, 7-8, 9-10 and 11-12. $120,
football; $80, ages 5-6 (Mighty Mites).
www.oldhamcountyfootball.com.

Items for publication may be emailed to
listings@courier-journal.com.

SPORTSHAPPENINGS

SCORES&HIGHLIGHTS
SOCCER

Fern Creek Optimist
U10 boys

Red Bulls 12, Okolona Soccer Kings 2
Goals — Red Bulls: Brayden Final (3), Jacob
McConnell (3), Tyler Glass (2), Jonas Melber
(2), Jacob Richards, Ethan Richards.

Okolona
U10 girls

Soccer Monkeys 3, J-town 1
Goals — Soccer Monkeys: Emily Dendinger 2,
Savannah Nalley.

JYSA
Cyclones 3, Blizzards 2
Goals — Blizzards: Adam Campisano (2).

Blizzards 5, Hurricanes 3
Goals — Blizzards: Zachary Borman (3), Adam
Campisano (2).

United 1996 FC
U13 girls

United 2, Commonwealth Gold 1
Goals — United: Alex Cummins, Rachel Grant.

U12 girls
Navy 3, Net Surfers 3
Goals — Navy: Katherine Shishmanian (2),
Kaitlyn Lacy.

Navy 6, Derby City Rossoneri 3
Goals — Navy: Sara Kerpestein (3), Kaitlyn Lacy
(3).

Email weekend scores by 9 a.m. Monday to
neighborhoods@courier-journal.com

There is no crime report
this week. The Louisville
Metro Police Department
will not be able to provide
crime information until it
completes an upgrade of
its computer system.

TO OUR
READERS

Since September 2007 I’ve interviewed
andwrittenaboutmorethan200greatkids.

I’ve written about artists, musicians,
dancers, actors, writers, poets, and com-
posers. I’ve written about poster winners,
contest winners, entrepreneurs, environ-
mentalists and volunteers.

I’ve written about16 kids who’ve gotten
perfect scores on college
entrance exams: 15 on the
ACT and one on the SAT.

And now I get to write
about my own kid.

Amanda Jack, a junior
at North Oldham High
School, scored a 36 com-
posite on the ACT when
she took it in March. A
composite36isthehighest
score possible on the col-
lege entrance exam. She
got a 34 on math and 36 on
science, English and read-
ing.

Onaverage, fewerthan
one-tenth of 1 percent of
studentsscorea36onagiv-
en testing date, according
to ACT. Twenty-two stu-
dents from Kentucky, in-
cluding seven Louisville-
area students, scored a
composite 36 in 2011.

Amanda, 16, didn’t take
atest-preparationclass,but
she said, “I did review the
math formulas that I knew
I’dhavetouse,”adding,“I’d
planned to see what I got
and work up from there.”

She has some advice for taking the test.
“Onscience,don’ttrytounderstandthema-
terial, just look for the information and
move as fast as possible. On math, don’t get
hung up on the easy questions at the begin-
ning, thinking they can’t be that easy. You’ll
just waste time, like I did.”

Shesaidwhensheleft thetestingcenter
she didn’t think she had done that well. “I
figured I’d missed a couple in each section.
But I wasn’t worried; I figured I could take
it again.”

From her first standardized test in ele-
mentary school, I’ve told her to approach
the test as if it’s a game. She said, “I think
you told me that so I wouldn’t freak out
about taking tests. It allows me to relax

somewhat.”
Amanda has rituals she performs be-

foreshetakesanimportanttest,suchasset-
ting her alarm clock to a time that includes
a prime number, and she always wears a
“lucky” T-shirt.

“I’m not a superstitious person, but if I
gointoatestfeelinglucky,itgivesmeconfi-
dence,” she said.

How does she attribute her success?
“I’m a good test-taker, I go to a really good

school, I have a really suppor-
tive family and I read a lot as a
child.”

Her teachers have good
things to say about her.

“Amanda is one of those
rare students who is equally
stronginthefineartofwriting
and in resolving the analytical
rigors of mathematics,” said
Pete Williams, AP calculus,
physics and engineering
teacheratNorthOldhamHigh
School.

“She is patient, thorough
and precise. She is one of my
many superb AP Calculus stu-
dents, and I enjoy her leader-
ship inclass.Amandaissucha
polite, intelligent and respon-
sible young woman, and we at
North Oldham are very proud
of her ACT scores, especially
on her first try.”

On the day Amanda re-
ceived her score, she was on a
speech team trip to the state
tournament. “My friends
were saying they’d gotten
theirscores,anditwasallover
Facebook.” She told me not to
open her score; she wanted to

be the first to see it.
When she finally saw her score, alone in

her room, she shrieked and ran into the
kitchen, jumping up and down.

Amanda is investigating colleges and so
far likes Centre College in Danville, Ky.,
and Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H.
Sheintendstostudybiologyandpossiblygo
into research.

Whenpeopleheardaboutherscore,“ev-
eryone seemed happy for me,” she said.
“Kids I don’t know were shouting out to me
in the hallway” at school.

When my friends and acquaintances
congratulate me, they usually add some-
thingabouthowproudofherAmanda’slate
father would be.

AMANDA JACK
Age: 16
Grade: 11
School: North Oldham
High School
Hobbies: Watching “Star
Trek,” volunteering at the
Creasey Mahan Nature
Preserve, speech team,
Beta Club, National Honor
Society, copy editing for
the North Star school
newspaper, reading.

ACHIEVER | AMANDA JACK

North Oldham junior
scores 36 on ACT
By Elaine Rooker Jack
Special to The Courier-Journal

Amanda Jack says she
wears a “lucky” T-shirt on
important test days.

Dare to Care Food Bank,
5803 Fern Valley Road,
needs volunteer cooking
professionals to help with
Cooking Matters, a nutrition
program. Contact Kimberly
Gravley, (502) 736-9418 or
kimberly@daretocare.org.
Make A Wish Ohio, Ken-
tucky and Indiana Chap-

ter, needs volunteers to
help with Walk for Wishes,
June 9, 9 a.m., Papa John’s
Cardinal Stadium. Call
Whitney Vogel, (502) 272-
4375.

Email items to Gege Reed
at greed@courier-
journal.com.

HELPINGHAND
Ways to help others


