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It’s been nearly three years
since residents of several High-
view subdivisions and two small
cities began opposing a plan for
more than 200 apartments and a
12,000-square-foot retail building
next to Outer Loop Plaza.

Now Metro Council member
James Peden, who represents the
Highview area, has joined neigh-
borhood leaders in opposing the
project — which has a new devel-
oper and a new name, Frontgate
Apartments — because he said
it’s clear the units will be rented
only to low-income tenants.

And Peden said he is upset
with Mayor Greg Fischer, who
wrote a letter to the Kentucky
Housing Corp. in support of the
apartments.

The state-chartered housing
finance agency is expected to de-
cide by next month whether to
award low-income housing tax
credits for the project to Over-
look Development LLC, run by
LDG Development partners
Mark Lechner, Chris Dischinger
and Michael Gross.

“I just feel that this is a bit of a
dirty deal,” Peden said, adding
that Louisville mayors usually
side with Metro Council mem-
bers about developments in their
districts.

Peden, a Republican, said he
called the Democratic mayor last
month to tell him his district
needs more commercial develop-
ment — not more subsidized
housing. And Peden followed up

by emailing Fischer the next day
about his opposition.

Peden said Fischer then wrote
the support letter to Kentucky
Housing against his recommen-
dation and without his knowl-
edge, an act Peden called “deceit-
ful and cowardly.”

Peden said he’s “sure LDG
had something to do with” Fi-
scher’s decision because Lechner
and Dischinger each contributed
$1,000 to Fischer’s 2010 mayoral
campaign.

Chris Poynter, a spokesman
for Fischer, said campaign con-
tributions “had no bearing on the
mayor’s decision.”

Poynter said Fischer appreci-
ates the concerns, but the mayor
is charged with making decisions
based on a direction for the en-
tire city.

Poynter said the Highview
apartments look to be “a very
nice development” and tax-credit
approval “is just one step of
many before this project would
come to fruition.”

The vacant,11-acre site at 7411
Outer Loop is already zoned for
commercial use, which means
apartments are also permitted
and a public hearing before the
full Metro Planning Commission
isn’t required.

Poynter said the 212 proposed
apartments would house work-
ing-class families — “not the
poorest of the poor” like govern-
ment-subsidized housing pro-
jects. There would be 32 units
built in the first phase and 180
units in the second.

Poynter said proposed rent at
Frontgate would be $700 a month
for a two-bedroom unit, which he
said is comparable to other apart-
ments around the city, even ones
that aren’t subsidized.

Frontgate residents would
need to earn 60 percent of the
Louisville area’s median income,

$63,800, or less. That would be
$38,280 for a family of four,
which Poynter said would in-
clude many firefighters, teach-
ers, restaurant and hotel employ-
ees, and workers at GE and Ford.

Poynter said LDG has a solid
track record of building afford-
able housing in the area and
around the country.

LDG also used tax credits to
develop several apartment com-
plexes around Louisville, includ-
ing Brookstone Apartments off
Hurstbourne Parkway last year,
and Overlook Terraces in 2009 on
Glimmer Way in the Candlelight
neighborhood.

If the tax-credits are ap-
proved, residents will get their
chance to express their views
about the project during a meet-
ing of the Metro Planning Com-
mission’s Development Review

Committee — which reviews de-
veloper’s plans whether or not
they need a zoning change. A
date for the meeting has not been
scheduled.

David Steff, president of the
Apple Valley Property Owners’
Association, helped organize a
campaign against the apart-
ments after they were proposed
in 2009.

Other community groups op-
posing the plan include Highview
Acres, Glencoe, the Pines, Penn
Run, Quindero Run, Stovall
Place, Goins Manor, Cedar Creek
and the small cities of Hollow
Creek and Spring Mill.

Fischer, in his letter to the
Kentucky Housing Corp., cited
the 2011 State of Metropolitan
Housing Report, which found
that “nearly three-fourths of all
subsidized housing units in Jef-

ferson County are located in sev-
en out of 26 Metro Council dis-
tricts — districts1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and
15.”

Fischer wrote in his letter that
the report estimates that less
than 2 percent of the housing in
Peden’s District 23 is subsidized,
or 222 subsidized units out of
13,343 total housing units.

But Peden argues that those
numbers are low by at least 30
units.

In an April 27 letter to Ken-
tucky Housing Corp. asking
them to deny the state tax cred-
its, Peden said there are more
than 160 empty units within 2½
miles of the Frontgate site, as
well as “three sites already under
100 percent government con-
trol.”

Attorney Bill Bardenwerper,
who represents LDG and others
involved with the project, said
the original development firm
had “financial issues” in 2009
that caused it to pull out.

LDG has been interested in
the site for some time and decid-
ed recently to step in as the new
developer and pursue tax credits.

Bardenwerper said LDG
plans to develop the apartments
and retail building whether or
not it receives the tax credits.

Workers cleared trees and
other brush from a drainage ba-
sin on the wooded site in Novem-
ber 2009 to allow the basin to car-
ry storm water again.

Reporter Charlie White can be
reached at (502) 582-4653 or on
Twitter @LouisvilleSouth.
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Workers cleared brush from a drainage ditch on the 11-acre site next
to Outer Loop Plaza in 2009. FILE PHOTO

A 2009 rendering of the Outer Loop Apartments, which have since been named Frontgate Apartments.


