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Sudo Tucakovic keeps
an all-important fundrais-
ing tally on a whiteboard at
his Joker Cafe in Buechel.

The money raised will
be used to buy a bus to
transport the legendary
FK Velez Mostar football
(soccer) club in his native
country of Bosnia.

The tally was up to
$42,600 last week, with
most of the money coming
from Louisville residents.

Tucakovic, who moved
to Louisville in 1996 and
lives in the Upper High-
lands, has been working
since last fall with other
fans of the club — known
worldwide as the Red
Army — so the club can
have its own bus, rather
than relying on a costly
rented one to travel to
games and tournaments.

They plan to take the
moneytheyhaveat theend
ofthismonth,purchasethe
best used bus they can find
in Bosnia or elsewhere in
Europe and have it deliv-
ered to the club.

A new bus would cost
nearly $200,000. “We know
we cannot raise that
much,” Tucakovic said re-
cently at the cafe, which is
at Bardstown Road at Six
Mile Lane.

But, regardless, the ef-
fort helps sustain their ties
to their country.

“We don’t want to lose
our history and connection
to the club,” Tucakovic
said.

A final fundraising par-
ty with a video presenta-
tion will be held for sup-
porters Saturday at the
cafe. Tucakovic — who
sported a red club cap with
a star — said he’s also ex-
pecting another $7,000
from supporters in Aus-

tralia and $20,000 from Eu-
ropean fans.

About $30,000 so far has
come from supporters in
Louisville, and contribu-
tions also have come from
donorsinChicago,Toronto,
St. Louis and elsewhere, he
said.

A red club pennant
hangs on the whiteboard,
and Tucakovic has kept a
handwritten ledger of the
more than 325 contrib-
utors. An account for dona-
tions has been set up at
Fifth Third Bank, he said.

The club’s stadium was
destroyed in the Bosnia
War for independence in
the early 1990s, and club
players must travel to a
new stadium several miles
from town, Tucakovic said.

Pool and table tennis
tournaments and karaoke
events also have been held
at the cafe to raise money
for the bus, as well as larg-
er “Red Night” parties and

reunions of Bosnian immi-
grants at different loca-
tions, including the Behar
Cafe, a Bosnian restaurant
on National Turnpike.

The Joker Cafe, which
Tucakovic describes as a
“really, really small place”
withoutalotofbusiness,no
longer serves food — only
coffee, soft drinks and
beer.Butitprovidesagath-
eringplaceformembersof
the local Bosnian commu-

nity.Apoolgamewasgoing
on as Tucakovic talked
about the bus project.

Club supporters have
been raising money to help
theVelezClub(namedfora
local mountain) at an annu-
al party for about 10 years.
But when the club presi-
dent told them last year
that a bus was the club’s
greatest need, the local
supporters decided to
launch the much bigger

fundraising effort, Tuca-
kovic said.

He opened the cafe in
2003. His wife, Alma,
teaches in the University
ofLouisvilleSchoolofDen-
tistry, and they have two
sons born in the United
States. Tucakovic’s in-
laws, who live with them in
theGardinerLanearea,be-
came U.S. citizens last
month, he said.

“These are great peo-
ple,” said Jerry Elder, a
neighbor who has contrib-
uted to the bus project.

Petar Furlan, a bus pro-
ject supporter and inter-
preter from Croatia who
livesinCrestwood,saidthe
fundraising effort has
served another purpose
for local Bosnians.

“That keeps them unit-
ed,” he said. “It keeps peo-
ple together.”

Reporter Martha Elson can be
reached at (502) 582-7061.
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Furniture ★ Mattresses ★ Collectibles ★ Jewelry
Glassware ★ Toys/Baby Items ★ Trains

Computers ★ Tools ★ Lamps ★ Books ★ Vintage/Retro
“Anything & Everything”

NO FEE LAYAWAY
NOW ACCEPTING

QUALITY
CONSIGNMENTS

$5 OFF
Good on any purchase over $25!

One coupon per person
Expires 5/31/12

DOOR PRIZES
AND

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS
ALL WEEKEND
MAY 11, 12 & 13!

Sidewalk Sale Saturday May 12th!
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