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A bout this time last year,
Gov. Steve Beshear
proudly announced to

state workers there would be no
more furloughs — unpaid days
off — to balance the budget.

“If things continue as they
are going now, they will be un-
necessary,” Mr. Beshear reas-
sured the more than 30,000 peo-
ple who work for the executive
branch.

But furloughs are back —
this time for more than 3,000
employees of the state court
system — after lawmakers ap-
proved and Gov. Beshear
signed a state budget that
whacks $25 million from the ju-
dicial budget.

Even more startling is the
news that the courts, in an un-
precedented action, will be
forced to shut their doors to the
public for three days this year
to absorb the latest round of
budget cuts.

Courts across Kentucky will
be closed Aug. 6, Sept. 4 and Oct.
15, under draconion steps Chief
Justice John D. Minton Jr. said
he is forced to enact just to
make it through the first six
months of the fiscal year that
begins July 1.

Mr. Minton this year had be-
seeched lawmakers to give the
courts a modest increase that
would allow him to upgrade a
25-year-old statewide computer
system and raise the pay of
some court workers above the
federal poverty level. Instead,
lawmakers slapped down the
request and, in effect, have cut
the pay of some of the lowest-
paid workers in Kentucky.

Now workers such as court-
house deputy clerks and secre-
taries — who start around
$20,000 — are frantically calcu-

lating how to stretch paychecks
through the end of this year
with three days’ less pay. Mr.
Minton, whose salary can’t be
cut because he and the other
state judges are elected, said he
will donate three days of his
own salary and hopes other
judges will do the same.

And to generate funds, the
courts will raise some fees in-
cluding the charge to the public
for criminal records reports.
Drug courts, hailed as the
state’s best means of dealing
with the exploding problem of
addiction, will be cut.

For the past four years, as
the economy worsened and
state revenue declined, law-
makers and the Beshear ad-
ministration have boasted
about belt-tightening and “liv-
ing within our means.”

They have avoided tough de-
cisions about overhauling the
state’s outmoded tax system
and dodged any meaningful ef-
forts to generate revenue to pay
state workers a living wage and
upgrade outmoded equipment.
A powerful anti-tax mood has
sparked much rhetoric about
cutting costs and creating jobs.

The public should not be
fooled.

The people in charge in
Frankfort are raising taxes as
surely as if they had passed a
tax increase as the public is
forced to bear the rising costs of
state services ranging from col-
lege tuition to court records.

To share your opinion about
any or all of this, you can reach
members of the Kentucky Gen-
eral Assembly at (800) 372-7181
or Gov. Steve Beshear at (502)
564-2611 or at http://gover-
nor.ky.gov.

Public, workers pay
when courts close

T he television project
“Finding Your Roots with
Henry Louis Gates Jr.” is

another of the Harvard profes-
sor’s wonderful series for PBS.
This is “must-see TV” and a more
than worthy sequel to three pre-
vious projects Gates has hosted
about how some of us came to be
what and who we are.

In this latest 10-part series,
Gates explores the genealogical
and genetic history of a diverse
group of people, from entertainer
Harry Connick Jr. and Pastor
Rick Warren to former Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice and
Brown University President
Ruth Simmons. There are less
famous people, but the famous
get you hooked for the rest.

As I wrote about the earlier se-
ries, “African American Lives,”
which traced the African and
slave roots of celebrities, includ-
ing Oprah Winfrey and Chris
Rock, Gates eviscerates any ex-
cuse for racism when he explores
the lineage of the African Amer-
icans he interviews. That’s be-
cause the whitest and blackest
among us are actually a mix of

genes formed out
of a racial melting
pot that includes
ancestors who
were both black
and white.

It would be
easy for Gates,
whose political
sympathies align
with the Demo-
cratic left, to

make these programs a partisan
rant against historical and cultur-
al injustice and the Republican
Party. He avoids that temptation,
letting the facts he and his team
unearth speak for themselves.

Gates has become a modern-
day Ralph Edwards. Edwards
hosted a TV show in the ’50s
called “This is Your Life.” On the
show, childhood friends and long-
lost relatives would surprise a
famous guest and regale the audi-
ence with funny and heart-warm-
ing stories from the celebrity’s
past.

On Gates’ program, those rela-
tives are long dead. They are
ghosts who have faded through
generations of family history,

leaving only stories handed down
by word of mouth.

One of the most poignant mo-
ments in the current series is
when Condoleezza Rice learns
about her great-grandmother, Ju-
lia Head. Through stories told by
her family, Rice learned that
Head was the child of a slave and
a white slave owner. After a
search of courthouse records in
Greene County, Ala., Gates dis-
covers documents that reveal Ju-
lia Head was just 4 years old
when she was sold for $450.

Shown the record of the sale,
Rice soberly responds, “My
great-grandmother was worth
$450 to Mr. Head. Yeah, dehu-
manization. Just property.”

Conservatives should love this
series because it shows that de-
spite incredible odds that argued
against success, the subjects
Gates profiles overcame over-
whelming obstacles to achieve
something significant. Long be-
fore the birth of our entitlement
generation, we held these kinds
of role models up to young peo-
ple. The message was, “If they
could overcome, so can you.”

That’s what Rice’s parents be-
lieved. On “Finding Your Roots,”
Rice said her parents told her
that even though she might not
have been able to drink a soda at
the local Woolworth’s segregated
lunch counter in 1963, she could
be president of the United States
if she wished.

She came close.
In an age when we change

homes and jobs many times dur-
ing our lifetimes and families are
broken up because of divorce and
other factors, finding one’s roots

is an important component to fill-
ing in ones family tree.

Who am I? Why am I here?
Where am I headed? These are all
fundamental questions to which
every human being, regardless of
race, gender or background,
wants answers. Professor Gates
provides these answers to the
people he profiles, but his pro-
grams also encourage viewers to
explore their own family histor-
ies so they can know more about
themselves.

If you missed “Finding Your
Roots” or any of Gates’ other se-
ries, check your local PBS list-
ings for rebroadcast dates or buy
the DVD at www.pbs.org/wnet/
finding-your-roots. Your purchase
will be worth the investment.
This is some of the best TV you’ll
ever see. It is also something rare
for television today: a program
that helps you truly appreciate
the value of your own life.

Write to Cal Thomas at Tribune
Media Services, 2010 Westridge
Drive, Irving, TX 75038. Readers
may also e-mail him at tmsedi-
tors@tribune.com.

‘Finding Your Roots’ offers models of success

Dr. Henry Louis Gates Jr. hosts
“Finding Your Roots” on PBS. AP
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Save and reuse
I enjoyed the article on Sun-

day by Bobbie Ann Mason. My
mother, too, was raised in Ken-
tucky the way that Ms. Mason
was. I was very honored to have
visited my grandparents and par-
ticipate somewhat in that life-
style where everything was
saved and reused and there was
very little in the way of “trash.”

How disappointed I was to see
on the news Sunday all the trash
strewn all over Churchill Downs
after the Derby. It was great to
see high school kids earning
some money and doing the hard
work of picking it up, but where
were the recycle bins? Why
wasn’t any of that “trash” recy-
cled? Could this be addressed
next year? What an example (na-
tionwide) the Derby could set by
highlighting the recycling effort
here in Louisville.

Ms. Mason tells us that we can
be more mindful of our earth by
bringing our own thermos and
spoons to Starbucks and reusing
a lunch sack. Even if none of us do
that (many people make their
own coffee at home) and the Ken-
tucky Derby recycles next year,
we will be a big step ahead in
eliminating the “throwaway cul-
ture.”

DIANE KOPER
New Albany, Ind. 47150

Spending cuts
James Carroll in his “Notes

from Washington” reported this
past Saturday about the inevita-
ble fights ahead on spending cuts
in Washington. I am amazed that
Sen. Mitch McConnell and the Re-
publican Party continue their
“failed and job killing” approach
of fixing the economy with no in-
crease in taxes and giving more
tax breaks to the wealthy (be-
cause they create jobs). First, if
you expect to fix deep financial
problems quickly, it is by doing
two things: 1) increasing the
amount of money coming in, and
2) reducing expenses.

It is incredible to believe that
reducing the nation’s income
through tax cuts to the wealthy is
a viable solution. Why? Ask Mr.
McConnell. Mr. McConnell,
where are the jobs the rich creat-
ed with all that money they have
been receiving through tax cuts
in recent years, starting with the
Bush administration and carry-
ing through the first two years of
President Obama’s administra-
tion? Between 2004 and 2010 the
wealthiest 20 percent increased
their ownership of the nation ’s
wealth from 80 percent to 87.5
percent and during the same pe-
riod job creation slowed to nega-
tive growth (Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics data). No job growth, just
the wealthiest getting wealthier
and doing nothing to help in-
crease or sustain job growth.
Let’s not go backwards, please.

RICHARD DEATZ
Louisville 40222

Abominations
Regarding Leonard Pitts’ May

7 column, “Reconciling the Bible
and gays:”

Pitts quoted one responder to
the Observer: “You either believe
(the Bible) or not,” implying that
the Bible is the inerrant word of
God and God views homosexual-
ity as an “abomination.” But the
Bible clearly states that a person

is “unclean” if they even touch
the skin of a pig. Does that mean
all the football players are on the
road to hell? The Bible singles out
many other thing as abomina-
tions, but the only one I hear peo-
ple decry is homosexuality.

Pitts also points out that many
people argue that the Old Testa-
ment does not apply to Chris-
tians, yet they still claim that the
Bible is the word of God. Was God
confused in his youth? Did he
change his mind about things
such as slavery? He endorsed it
in the Old Testament.

My next-door neighbor want-
ed to put a sign in my yard that
said if homosexuals are allowed
to marry it will destroy marriage.
I asked him how many homosex-
uals would have to marry before
he and I would be forced to di-
vorce our wives. He simply
turned and walked away.

EDMUND AUGUST
Louisville 40222

Why Lauper?
Why of all people in this world,

would they get Cyndi Lauper to
be grand marshal in the Derby
Parade? She is despicable and se-
riously disrespectful. Why didn’t
they get an armed forces person?
We have so many great, honor-
able Americans that should have
been No.1priority in that parade.
Very poor judgment.

MARY BATES
Louisville 40144

Dock their pay!
I was sitting here on Derby

Day reading all the informative
and enjoyable articles in The C-J
until I went to Dana Milbank’s ar-
ticle at the bottom of the editorial
page, “A do-nothing Congress.”
Why are these jokers paid to do
nothing? They worked 41 days of
the first 127 days this session.
How many hard-working Ameri-
cans are sitting around and being
paid for doing nothing? Congress
should be the ones put out of a job.
My take on the whole fiasco:
Dock their pay!

ANN HARDMAN
Louisville 40207

HOW TO SUBMIT LETTERS
Letters to the editor are welcomed.
They should be addressed to:
Readers’ Forum
The Courier-Journal
P.O. Box 740031
Louisville, Ky. 40201-7431
Our e-mail address is:
cjletter@courier-journal.com
Letters can also be faxed to us at:
(502) 582-4155.
Best-read letters are under 200 words and
on topics of general interest. A letter must
be original and contain the signature,
address and daytime telephone number of
its writer. The editors reserve the right to
condense or reject any letter and to limit
frequent writers.
Letters to the editor, opinion and editorial
columns, and articles submitted to The
Courier-Journal may be distributed in print,
electronic or other forms.

I t is probably no coin-
cidence that Maurice
Sendak’s rise as one

of the most prominent
children’s book artists
and writers in recent
history started in the
1960s.

His books did not
conform with the style
or substance of what preceded
his work in children’s litera-
ture. Nor were his stories about
conformity, either. He aban-
doned Dick and Jane for darker,
more complicated characters
and stories about the same time
people did. His wild rumpus be-
gan as the one in real life began,
too. No wonder that many of his
books became beloved classics,
“Where the Wild Things Are”
being the most famous.

Mr. Sendak, who died on
Tuesday at age 83, shaped gen-
erations of children and fellow
writers with his imagination
and his sensibilities, which
were realistic and respectful
about children and their fears

and their capabilities.
The genius of his

work was that he took
children to places they
already knew. He never
pandered. That came
from rattled adult
critics, who tried to have
some of his books re-
moved from library

shelves.
Those attempts never suc-

ceeded in dampening untold
numbers of families’ devotion
to his books, whose fantastic im-
ages filled out his words. All
told, more than 30 million
copies of his books have sold in
the United States. He won
award upon award. And his
work became the inspiration
for film, ballet and opera.

“And Max, the king of all
wild things, was lonely and
wanted to be where someone
loved him best of all,” Mr. Sen-
dak wrote in “Wild Things.”

Mr. Sendak found that place
for himself within the hearts of
readers everywhere.

Maurice Sendak

Sendak
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