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After Sunday Closing

Weekend Gas Sales Increase Greatly
BY DAN RITCHIE

Bill Etscom's Phillips 66 Service
Center at the- - comer of Hikes and
Klondike lanes was one of the few gas
stations around that used to make money
by staying open on Sunday. But when
President Nixon asked gas stations to
close voluntarily on Sunday, Etscom
complied. '

Sunday closings have apparently not
hurt Etscorn or any other gas station in
Reporterland, though, because many
stations did at least 25 per cent more
business the past two weekends as a result
of Sunday closings.

"I pumped much more gas on Friday
and Saturday," Etscorn said. "In fact, we
pumped more on those two days than we
used to pump the whole weekend when
we were open Sundays."

However, some gas station managers
think that the last two weekends have
seen "panic reactions" to Sunday
closings, boosting Friday and Saturday
sales.

True Reaction?
"It was not a true reaction," said Guy

Pigman of Ashley's Standard at S924
Bardstown Road in Fern Creek. "It will

take a few weeks before we can really tell

the trend caused by Sunday closings."

The trend may not be certain by now,
but the reaction around Ashley's was

panic. Pigman said he pumped SO per
cent more gas last weekend than he
normally does on Friday and Saturday.

Jim Durbin of Durbin's Shellshape,
560 1 Preston Highway, said that Friday
and Saturday are always big days for him.
Usually the trade increases five to eight
per cent, but the first weekend after
Nixon's announcement business zoomed
to 25 per cent more than what it was the
week before.

Gary Pollard's Texaco at 9322 Blue
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Lick did almost 40 per cent more
business on the Saturday after Nixon's
announcement, but it slowed during the
week. Pollard thinks that people are

becoming more conservative in the
amount of driving they do, and he favors
neither rationing nor a price hike to keep
the lid on the supply of gas. Pollard said

it might be easier to ration gas to stations
and let them distribute the gas as they
please. "They will only be able to sell so

much or they will have to close early," he
said.

Lucky Dealer
Etscorn closed Sundays and holidays

for the first time this fall. Etscorn thinks

that this month he will run close to
selling the 52,000 gallons he has been

allotted.
"So far I haven't ever run out of gas,"

he said, "but this month I might have to
close early some days or I could run out."
Etscorn thinks the cost of overseeing

rationing might be prohibitive, but he

also thinks an added expense on gas will

fail to solve the problem.
"If people only have to pay two or

three more dollars per month, they won't

even notice the difference," he said.
Pigman said that rationing would be a

more equitable way to deal with the

problem than a price hike. "Higher prices
would hit the poor a lot harder than they
would the wealthy," he said. "Rationing
would be fairer.

Fears Black Market
"Whatever happens they ought to go

ahead and do it," Pigman continued,
"before a black market in gas has a

chance to get started. Pigman feers that
black marketeers might upset the balance
by selling gas to retailers over the set
allotment at higher prices.

Pigman said his station had pumped
just as much gas as usual during
weekdays following the weekend crush.

"You hear a lot about reduced speed
and reduced consumption, but that's not
what I'm seeing," he said.

'Pain In The Neck'
Thurston Schmidt's small Standard

Mercy Montessori

Group To Meet

At Assumption .

The Mercy Montessori School Parent
Study Group will hold its monthly
meeting Friday, Dec. 14, in the
Assumption High School Library, at 8

p.m.
Guest speaker will be Mrs. Hilda

Rothschild of Xavier University,
Cincinnati, Ohio. She is associate
professor of education and psychology --

Montessori Programs and Montessori
teachers. She is a consultant for the
American Montessori Society.

Mrs. Rothschild began teaching
Montessori in 1943 after completing her
studies with Mrs. Montessori in Europe.

Her topic will be "early childhood
education." ;
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station at 4015 Bardstown Road in

Buechel has been largely unaffected by

the weekend rush to fill up, he said. But

Schmidt has a strong desire to avoid

rationing.
"Rationing is a pain in the neck,"

Schmidt said. He should know since he

had to deal with rationing during World

War II. "Anything that consumes time,

consumes money," he continued.
Schmidt said that he has heard a lot of
people saying they want to get better
performance from their engines, but he

has not had any more customers than

usual come in for tune-up- s. They may be
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conscious of how tune-up- s can improve
gas mileage, but they are not doing
anything about it, he said.

Durbin thinks that people are starting
to think a lot more about the gas they
consume and the speed they travel. "At
first they didn't believe there was an
energy crisis; they didn't really think
about it then. But now it's really turning
around. It took just awhile to sink in,"
he said. '.

Durbin could not decide whether it
would be best to ration gas or let the
price rise as a means to cut consumption.

"Either way it's going to work a
hardship," he said.
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members of the Bishop Center1.

4400 Bishop Lane, around the general

subject, "Family Styles and Personal

Freedom.
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