
LEXINGTON HERALD-LEADER  |  KENTUCKY.COM OPINIONS SUNDAY   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2013  G3

Housing report 
shows barriers, gap 

in Lexington
On Feb. 6, the Lexington Human 

Rights Commission released its 
State of Fair and Affordable Housing 
in Lexington. The report was made 
possible through a Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
grant.

Although the data indicates many 
positive aspects of Fayette County’s 
housing conditions, it also indicates 
that a disproportionate amount 
of blacks and Hispanics are very 
concentrated in our community. 
Furthermore, an obvious discrepancy 
exists between whites and blacks 
with respect to housing choice and 
affordability.

In Lexington, 87 percent of all 
homeowners are white. Black hom-
eowners totaled nine percent and 
Hispanics two percent. 

The report highlights many con-
tributing factors to such a wide gap: 
poverty, educational attainment and 
fair-market rent. Compounding this 
issue is the fact that the 12-month 
per capita income of whites is more 
than twice that of black and His-
panic residents.

The goal of this report is to 
begin conversations regarding these 
impediments and to minimize the 
barriers that so many face on a daily 
basis,

The ability to choose where  you 
live determines your access to other 
resources and services. It determines 
where your children go to school, 
it can affect your job and the type 
of health care you receive, and even 
the type of recreational activities in 
which you and your family partici-
pate.

We have been told repeatedly that 
our situation is better than in Louis-
ville. That’s not good enough. I want 
us to be the best Fayette County we 
can be. With the publication of this 
report, we are one step in the right 
direction.

Raymond A. Sexton
Executive director, Lexington-Fayette Human 

Rights Commission

Lexington

Don’t mimic Miami here 
I applaud those who look to 

revitalize downtown Lexington, pre-
serve the beauty of rural Kentucky, 
and improve the lives of all fortunate 
enough to live here. I recently read 
“Luxury Lifestyle Complex Coming 
to Downtown Lexington” in the Feb. 
1 Business Lexington. 

The development planned for 
downtown Lexington at 301 East 
Vine Street is to include, among 
other things, a Palm Beach jewelry 
store, fitness center, hair salon, and 
international art gallery. 

The interior is to be “completely 
contemporary, with acid-washed 
concrete floors and stark-white 
woodwork and baseboards for a 

‘gallery-esque’ vibe.” Noting that it 
really started because she “moved 
here from a big city” and gets “tired 
of driving,” the developer describes 
the complex as having all the things 
she loves under one roof. 

The developers have lived in 
Miami, Florida for the past 20 years 
and are responsible for many devel-
opments in Aventura, Fla. 

It is impossible for me to list the 
many reasons why I love Lexington. 
One reason I will list, however, is 
this: Lexington is not south Florida 
— far from it. 

Like the developers, I too, moved 
here from a big city — Miami, in 
fact. And to be more specific — 
from Aventura. I do hope the de-
velopers, who are obviously very suc-
cessful, plan to embrace the values, 
aesthetics, and spirit of the Lexing-
ton community and not import those 
that have landed Miami on a variety 
of “worst cities in America” lists. 

Lexingtonians can tell the differ-
ence.

Ryan Valentin
Lexington 

Seek truth on hemp
In response to the Feb. 10 let-

ter, “Hemp not worth the risk:” It 
saddens me to think that the writer 
could be so gullible as to believe that 
smoking hemp — or for that matter 
marijuana — could have anything to 
do with leading a person to violence. 

The letter connected what is 
referred to as a “domestic dispute 
turned violent” to what the writer 

presumed were the effects of a high 
from smoking hemp. 

My concern is that the writer 
seemed to lack the ability to dis-
tinguish between the truth and the 
usual lies perpetuated about both 
hemp and marijuana. 

By writing,  she may have 
become a target for all of the con 
artists who also read this paper. The 
truth about hemp is out there. Seek 
it or be used by those who tell lies.

Joe Hallock
Lexington

Don’t expand guns in Ky.
The Feb. 8 article on gun control 

has raised some questions about the 
necessity or even rationale for the 
legislation proposed by state Rep. 
Bob Damron. 

I do not believe any legislation 
prohibiting local governments from 
regulating firearms is constitutional. 

The Supreme Court has stated 
guns can be regulated by the fed-
eral government under the Second 
Amendment. Measures suggested 
by Damron are a waste of legislative 
time.

I have a great deal of respect for 
Damron and know firsthand that 
he is a very capable legislator. I ap-
peared before one of his committees 
for a number of years as a represen-
tative of the University of Kentucky 
and always found him to be knowl-
edgeable and helpful. 

His proposals relative to guns 
have almost become compulsive and 
not in the best interest of the safety 

of the people of Kentucky. 
The gun lobby has misrepre-

sented the Second Amendment and 
it does not serve our country well. 
Any additional proliferation of guns 
is harmful to our society. 

I do not believe a true hunter 
needs a military type assault rifle. 
Any legislation that would allow 
guns in our libraries, schools and 
public places should be defeated.

Ken Clevidence
Lexington 

Beatty’s big salary 
Will former Lexington police 

chief Anthany Beatty run for mayor? 
Who knows? Who cares?

 But $128,000 a year for a police 
chief at the University of Kentucky? 
No wonder tuition is so expensive. 
You would think he was a basketball 
coach. Besides, he spells his name 
wrong.

Stephen Stinson
Lexington 

McConnell’s VAWA flip
Sen. Mitch McConnell thinks 

he knows what women need more 
than they do. That’s the message 
he sent this month when he went 
against every woman in the Senate 
— including those in his own party 
— in opposing the Violence Against 
Women Act.

Since 1994, VAWA has dramati-
cally improved how our communities 
deal with domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault and stalking 
— both helping women to recover 
and preventing tragedies. 

In that time, instances of do-
mestic violence have decreased by 
64 percent. VAWA programs have 
proven a cost-effective method of 
helping more than 67,000 victims of 
domestic violence every day, with 
more than 90 percent reporting that 
the assistance helped.

Don’t take my word for it. 
“VAWA programs save lives, and we 
must allow states and communities 
the opportunity to build upon the 
success of current VAWA programs 
so that we can help even more 
people,” said a letter from 17 House 
Republicans urging their leadership 
to stop playing politics with the bill.

But for McConnell, there is never 
a time to stop playing politics — 
especially not with an election on 
the horizon, and definitely not when 
his once-dependable conservative 
base has developed a penchant for 
toppling career politicians like him. 

That’s why McConnell opposed 
protections for women that he had 
supported in 1994, 2000 and 2005.

It’s a shameful reversal. But more 
than that, it’s an embarrassing act of 
self-destruction for Kentucky, which 
boasts 45 VAWA programs. Women 
deserve better than to be made 
pawns in some political chess match.

Dan Logsdon
Chairman, Kentucky Democratic Party

Frankfort.

Paper worth the price 
I think it rather hypocritical of 

WLEX-18 to run a slew of house 
ads disparaging The Herald-Leader 
when on many of the same days 
on Channel 18 top stories were at-
tributed to the research and work of 
the paper.

Get over it. We — myself, my 
spouse and many of my Lexington 
friends —  love our newspaper. 

We like the well-researched 
writing of the paper, we like that it 
uses good grammar and can be used 
to teach children how to use good 
grammar, we like that it is perma-
nent in a way TV news is not unless, 
I suppose, printed off the computer. 

As far as paying for the paper’s 
online services, think about it: You 
get what you pay for.

Jean-Ann Kerr
Cynthiana

Seal past felonies
Kentucky representatives ap-

proved House Bill 47, an important 
measure that seals the record of 
eligible individuals convicted of 
Class D felony offenses five years 
after the completion of a sentence or 
probation. 

It acknowledges the injustice of 
barriers that persist long after the 
end of a completed sentence, and 
provides a remedy to the stigma 
attached to incarceration. 

As president of the largest 
inmate and discipleship program in 
America that mentors over 44,000 
incarcerated men and women, I 
have witnessed thousands transform 
their lives and become contributing 
members of their communities. 

It grieves me that individuals 
who are determined to leave the life 
of crime do not have access to hous-
ing and employment opportunities 
that facilitate successful reentry.

These barriers are known as 
collateral consequences, which are 
additional penalties tied to a convic-
tion.

They have a significant impact 
on how individuals are able to as-
similate back into society, limiting 
their political, economic and societal 
engagement.

In accordance with the Hebrew 
scriptures, the foundation that many 
religions adhere to, we hold dearly 
to the practice of forgiveness, which 
is defied by a public record that fol-
lows an individual after the comple-
tion of his/her sentence. 

It is my great hope members of 
the Kentucky Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee will vote in favor of House 
Bill 47. 

It provides necessary relief to 
eligible individuals after a five-year 
waiting period by eliminating the 
effects of collateral consequences of 
conviction and acknowledging the 
potential for personal growth among 
those with prior convictions.

H. David Schuringa
President, Crossroad Bible Institute

Grand Rapids, Mich.

E-cigs not hazardous and  
aid those who want to quit 

As a public-health activist who has cam-
paigned to ban smoking in workplaces for 
the past 25 years, I’m pleased that Herald-
Leader editors have endorsed smoke-free 
workplace legislation in Kentucky.

But your recent editorial was dead wrong 
in opposing Rep. Stan Lee’s critically impor-
tant amendment to remove House Bill 190’s 
unwarranted and counterproductive ban on 
electronic cigarette (e-cigarette) use.

Unlike combustible cigarettes, e-cigarettes 
emit no hazardous tobacco smoke and pose 
no risks to nonusers. As such, there is no 
public health rationale to ban e-cigarette use 
in workplaces or public places. 

E-cigarette use has never complicated 
enforcement of smoke-free workplace laws, 
which your editorial falsely asserted, as 
even morons can tell the difference between 
a burning cigarette and a smoke-free e-
cigarette. 

In sharp contrast to other claims in your 
editorial, e-cigarettes pose no known health 
risks to users, but instead provide health 
benefits to smokers every time they use an 
e-cigarette instead of smoking.

Existing evidence indicates that e-ciga-
rettes are less hazardous than cigarettes, and 
have already helped millions of smokers quit 
and/or sharply reduce cigarette consump-
tion. 

Finally, Lee’s amendment to remove e-
cigarettes from HB 190 should be supported 
because the bill now falsely defines “smok-
ing” as using a smoke-free e-cigarette. 

Radically changing the definition of a 
word in a stealth attempt to ban the use of a 
lifesaving product is unethical and deceitful. 

William T. Godshall 
Executive director. Smokefree Pennsylvania.

Pittsburgh, Penn.

Smoking good for my health
If I am forced to stop smoking or be 

banned from smoking outside my place of 
employment, it will lead to undue illness for 
me. 

How can I say that? Well, I quit once per 
the request of my doctor and to save a lot 
of money. The pills I took to help me quit 
caused nausea, vomiting, trouble sleeping, 
nightmares and hallucinations.  

My doctor only prescribed additional pills 
to counter the side effects. Instead of spend-
ing $80 a month on cigarettes I was spending 
well over $300 a month for pills. 

Then came the anxiety, panic attacks 
and high blood pressure. By the time I was 
spending $500 a month on prescriptions and 
missing work due to illnesses, I decided it 
was time to go back to cigarettes. 

I am back to perfect attendance on my job, 
my credit cards have been paid off, I am not 
taking prescription drugs, I no longer have 
panic attacks, and my blood pressure has 
returned to normal. 

Smoking bans are created so doctors can 
push more pills and the drug companies can 
get richer. They also lead to discrimination 
by employers who sanction some of their 
most productive employees due to the myth 
that smokers drive up the cost of health care. 

What I’ve paid into an insurance that I’ve 
rarely used could have paid off my house by 
now. In fact, after 35 years of smoking, I am 
in the best health I’ve ever been. To hear 
tobacco researchers, I should be dead by now.  

John Smith
Lexington

Smoking killed grandmother
For the third year in a row, I spent Valen-

tine’s Day at the Kentucky State Capitol ad-
vocating for heart health. This year, I joined 
several hundred at a rally for House Bill 190 
which would make all workplaces and public 
buildings in Kentucky smoke-free. I met with 
my representative and shared the story of my 
grandmother’s smoking. 

When she was a young woman in the 
1940s, she carpooled with a group of 
women to work. The other women in the car 
smoked, which made it hard for my grand-
mother to breathe. They told her that if she 
would start smoking it wouldn’t bother her 
anymore, so she did. She smoked for decades 
until the doctor told her if she didn’t stop, 
she’d lose her legs. She passed away before 
my wedding.

Flash forward many years later and I was 
a new mother in Lexington. The city was 
considering adopting an ordinance that would 
prohibit smoking in workplaces and public 
buildings. Holding my baby girl, I attended 
the rally in support of the ordinance and was 
thrilled when it passed. I appreciate being 
able to raise my children in a smoke-free 
environment and hope all parents in our state 
get that same right.

Casey Hinds
Lexington 

Medical evidence supports ban
Thank you for your wisely written edito-

rial calling for a statewide smoke-free law. 
As you mentioned, Kentucky has the na-

tion’s highest smoking and lung cancer rates, 
and to reduce these statistics the General 
Assembly needs to pass a statewide smoke-
free law that improves both our state’s health 
and economy.

Secondhand smoke contains carcinogens 
and other toxins that not only harm smokers, 
but also everyone around them. 

Medical evidence is now clear that sec-
ondhand smoke contributes to lung cancer, 
heart disease, asthma and COPD.

 Strong smoke-free laws that cover all 
workplaces, including restaurants and bars, 
are the only effective way to protect employ-
ees and the public from this serious health 
hazard. 

Smoking-related illnesses contribute to 
increased health care costs for individuals, 
companies, and society. 

In fact, the Mayo Clinic and other groups 
have shown that communities which have 
become smoke-free experience significant 
drops in their rates of heart attacks in just 
the following year.

Shouldn’t all of Kentucky enjoy the same 
health and economic benefits as Lexington 
and other smoke-free communities?

Reps. Susan Westrom, D-Lexington, and 
Julie Raque Adams, R-Louisville, sponsored 
legislation to do that. 

When the Kentucky legislature convenes 
to consider the statewide smoke-free law, 
let’s help it make the right choice. 

If they hear from enough of their constitu-
ents, they will. 

Please call your state representative and 
state senator at 800-372-7181 and tell them 
it’s time for a smoke-free Kentucky.

Dr. Sylvia Cerel-Suhl
President, Board of the American Heart Association, 

Central Kentucky

Lexington 

STATEWIDE SMOKING BAN

READERS’  VIEWS
Letters and columns to the editor are the exclusive 
property of the Herald-Leader. Requirements include:

250-word limit for letters, 700-word limit for 
columns
Original, no form letters from Web sites

Essential information: Full name, street address, 
daytime and evening telephone numbers

Mail to: Letters to the editor, Lexington Herald-Leader, 
100 Midland Avenue, Lexington, Ky. 40508 

Fax: (859) 231-3332

Email: hleditorial@herald-leader.com

Questions: (859) 231-1441

CARTOON TO THE EDITOR

LONNY WELLS | LEXINGTON 

Smoke-free Kentucky?
Would you favor or oppose a 
state law in Kentucky that 
would prohibit smoking in 
most public places, including 
workplaces, public buildings, 
offices, restaurants and bars? 
(Percentages do not add up to 
100% because the response 
“don’t know” is not included.) 

Breakdown of those who favor a state law

2010 2011 2012

CHRIS WARE | cware@herald-leader.com

Source: Kentucky Health Issues Poll, based on a random sample of 1,680 adults
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