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FRANKFORT (AP) Law-
makers hurriedly intro-
duced two key bills deal-
ing with highway con-
struction and drug abuse
Monday in hopes of wrap-
ping up a $60,000-a-day
special legislative session
as quickly as possible.
Gov. Steve Beshear had

called lawmakers back to
the Capitol on Monday be-
cause they ended their
2012 session last week
without passing legisla-
tion that would appropri-
ate some $4 billion for road
projects over the next two
years and that would at-
tempt to curb overdose
deaths from widespread
prescription drug abuse.

LAWMAKERS RETURN
TO FRANKFORT

Key bills
quickly 
on table

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

JEFFERSONTOWNA state
children’s advocacy group
is promoting the adoption
of a state earned income
tax credit it says would
help struggling working
families and the economy.
Like a similar federal

credit, it would help fami-
lies make ends meet and
would pump money into
local economies, said Ter-
ry Brooks, executive direc-
tor of Kentucky Youth Ad-
vocates.
“The federal earned in-

come tax credit has been

Advocate:
Credit would
help families,
local economy

Deadline tonight:
Federal and state
returns must be
filed by midnight
By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND Taxpayers had
two extra days to prepare
their federal and state in-
come taxes this year but
midnight tonight is the
deadline.
Both federal and Ken-

tucky returns must be filed
electronically by midnight
and paper returns post-
marked with today’s date,
April 17, in order to avoid a
penalty. For those seeking
an extension, the deadline
to file is also today but
don’t expect two extra fil-
ing days for that deadline.
It remains Oct. 15.

For last minute, low-in-
come filers, there are still
appointments available at
the Ashland Tax Payer
Service Office, operated by
the Kentucky Department
of  Revenue, at 16th Street
and Winchester Avenue.
District Manager John

Hughes said at press time
Monday that appointments
were available today on a
limited basis, but filers
must also meet the income
guidelines and simple fil-
ing requirements.
Hughes said his office

has seen a typical amount
of traffic for tax season.
The office’s two Volunteer
Income Tax Assistant pre-
parers were busy Monday,
each working on 10 re-
turns, the maximum they
do daily. 
He had this advice to fil-

ers who have waited until
the last minute: “Do not
do nothing. Put some-
thing in the mail,” he
said. “File something to
let the state and federal
government know you are

working on it.
“The worst thing you

can do is do nothing,” said
Hughes. “People get over-
whelmed. They don’t know
where to start, they tend to
want to do nothing. But if

nothing else, file the auto-
matic extension, it gives
you six more months to
catch your breath and get
organized.” 
Hughes said Kentucky

Department of  Revenue

recognizes extensions filed
with the IRS for Kentucky
income filers, too.
An extension, he noted,

does not give filers a break

By JOHN CANNON
he Independent

ASHLAND For the second consecu-
tive year, there will be no commu-
nity gardens in Ashland, but if  a
new location for the gardens can
be found, Cheryl Spriggs hopes to
have the land ready for planting by

the spring of 2013.
“This is going to be another

planning year,” said Spriggs. “But
I have not given up on this project.

I know it can work in Ashland just
as community gardens are grow-
ing fresh food for families in many
other communities.” 
Spriggs has been the driving

force behind the community gar-
dens since her days as a member
of the Ashland Board of City Com-
missioners. She gave up her com-

mission seat two years ago in or-
der to be the Republican nominee
for the 100th District seat in the
Kentucky House of  Representa-
tives, but she lost in November of
2010 to State Rep. Kevin Sinnette.
She currently is a candidate to re-

Community garden can’t seed
Search on for rich Ashland soil in hopes of planting in 2013

“I know it can work in Ashland just as
community gardens are growing fresh food 
for families in many other communities.”
Cheryl Spriggs, Ashland Board of City Commissioners candidate

AHEAD OF HIS TIME
Leading Ashland to 1961 state title, Wright
was known for his innovative coaching / 
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THOSE DIRTY BIRDS
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Earned income tax break
promoted on state level

JOHN FLAVELL / FOR THE INDEPENDENT

Kentucky House Majority
Floor Leader Rocky Adkins,
D-Sandy Hook, left, talks
with House Minority Floor
Leader Jeff Hoover, R-
Jamestown, on Monday.

Tick, tick, tick ... it’s

TAX TIME!

Some taxing figures
5%: Penalty per month based on unpaid balance for taxpayers who
don’t file by midnight tonight.

$56.8%: IRS criminal investigations that are tax related.

6%: Increase odds of getting into a fatal car crash on tax filing day.

$450 billion: Tax gap liability faced by taxpayers that is not
paid on time.

Need more time:
Request extension through
Free File link at IRS.gov
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