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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 On the agenda
7 Producer’s nightmare
11 Exotic fruit
12 “Smallville” role
13 Conjured up
14 Prayer end
15 Marionette movers
16 Squash, for one
17 Hardens
18 Flock leader
19 King of Norway
21 Gift from Santa
22 Big part of a grade
25 Immoral act
26 Lowly worker
27 Conforms
29 Hugh Grant film “About 

--”
33 Miles and Wang
34 Teatime treat
35 Avenue liners
36 Block-dropping game
37 Mob action
38 Right now
39 Ticked off
40 Low cards

DOWN
1 Gushes forth
2 “C’est --!”
3 Left on a boat
4 Adopts
5 Peer group?
6 June honoree
7 Wing parts
8 “Raging Bull” subject
9 Like old schools
10 Kitchen adjunct
16 Cohort of Wallace

18 Loses color
20 Endures
22 Beethoven opera
23 Like many a knight
24 Hard-to-define influence
25 Thrifty folks
28 Fake gems
30 Carried
31 In reserve
32 Agreeable answers
34 Son of Adam
36 Skin art, for short

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Assume you’re declarer in 
six notrump and West leads 
a heart. You can count 11 sure 
tricks after the ace of diamonds 
is forced out, and the problem 
is how to score a 12th. It might 

come from clubs or spades if 
either suit breaks 3-3, or if the 
jack of clubs falls singleton or 
doubleton.

Let’s say you win the heart 
lead with the jack and play 
the king of diamonds. West 
wins with the ace and returns 
another heart, which you take 
with the ace. At this point you 
inaugurate a campaign to learn 
all you possibly can about the 
distribution of the unseen 
hands.

The first thing you do is cash 
dummy’s king of hearts, on 
which East discards a diamond. 
Next, you cash the Q-J of dia-
monds, on which West discards 
a heart. Both of these moves 
prove enlightening, because 
you learn that West started with 
five hearts and two diamonds, 

and that East started with two 
hearts and five diamonds.

You next cash the Q-K-A 
of spades, and when West 
discards a heart on the third 
spade, you have all the infor-
mation you need to wrap up 
the slam. West started with 
exactly five hearts, two spades 
and two diamonds, so he must 
have been dealt precisely four 
clubs.

Taking advantage of this 
knowledge is as easy as pie. You 
cash dummy’s king of clubs, 
lead a low club to your ace 
and return a third club toward 
dummy’s Q-10. When West fol-
lows low, you finesse the ten, 
confident that unless the laws 
of mathematics no longer ap-
ply, the finesse will succeed and 
yield your 12th trick.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Some Full Moons are tougher than 

others, and this is a tough one. Just keep 
trucking. Be patient with partners and 
close friends. Avoid squabbles about 
money and possessions.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
The only Full Moon opposite your sign 

all year is taking place today. That’s why 
it’s difficult to deal with others! But this is 
very brief; it passes quickly. (Patience.)

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
You might feel grumpy or irritated 

because of today’s Full Moon. That’s 
why you’ll be quarrelsome with friends, 
co-workers and members of groups. 
Lighten up!

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Of course you feel this Full Moon, be-

cause the Moon is your ruler. But this is 
also a tough Full Moon. Avoid squabbles 
with others, especially with authority 
figures!

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
You definitely will have to be more 

patient than usual with parents, VIPs, 
bosses and authority figures today. It is 
just what it is. Avoid touchy subjects like 
politics and religion.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
It’s easy to get hot under the collar 

about religious, political and racial is-
sues today. But why bother? You’ll only 
get your belly in a rash, and you’ll ac-
complish nothing. Chill out.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Disputes about inheritances, shared 

property and insurance matters will be 
tough today. It’s very hard to get consensus 
and agreement during a Full Moon. (Sigh.)

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
You feel it on both fronts today. Con-

versations with partners are challenging, 
and dealings with co-workers are equally 
tough. (Oh dear.) Pull your energy in, and 
stay calm for 48 hours.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Be patient with co-workers today. And be 

patient with children and romantic partners, because these 
are the areas where it can go South in a New York minute.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Do whatever you can to avoid family arguments to-

day. They will accomplish nothing. Similarly, be patient 
with romantic partners, and be patient with kids. This 
will make your life easier.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Negative thinking and criticism are a bummer. Avoid 

this vicious trap today. Do whatever you can to pro-
mote family harmony.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Quarrels about money, earnings and possessions 

could arise today, in part because you are mentally 
agitated and upset. Don’t let this Full Moon get to you. 
Stay mellow.

YOU BORN TODAY
You have a sense of responsibility to the world 

that influences all your decisions. In part, this is why 
you inspire others by being an excellent role model. 
Of course, you need an audience, because you want 
someone to teach and motivate! (You’ll have no trou-
ble finding followers.) A lovely, social year awaits you 
that blesses all your relationships.
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