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Come See The Hot New Plants For 2012
We are your local Proven Winner Grower.

6037 Millcreek Pike just off (HWY 11) 
between Maysville & Flemingsburg, KY
www.bramelshickeryhillnursery.com

BRAMELS HICKORY HILL NURSERY , INC.
AND LANDSCAPE SERVICES

(606) 742-2596

Large Selection of 
the Best Annual & 

Perennials In Our Area

A Vast Selection 
of Trees & Shrubs 
to Choose From

Bulk Mulch, 
Top Soil and 
Much More

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
M-F 8-6; Sat. 8-5; Sun. 1-5

PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPING AVAILABLE

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

LOCAL STYLIST GET 
CERTIFICATION IN HAIR EXTENSIONS

Alicia Dillon Gibbs (right) and 
Sarah Jo Rieselman (left) 

attended a two day 
seminar in Chicago, Illionois 
where they both got their 

certification to do 
hair extensions.

230 Market Street • Maysville, Ky 41056    (606) 564-5294     
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ABDI GULED
Associated Press

MOGADISHU, Somalia | 
Inside a hot, cramped room 
in the Somali capital, 10 
sweating children sat on 
wooden desks, not unlike 
those found in schools. 
These boys, though, were 
not in class. They were 
staring at a small TV and 
tightly gripping video-
game controllers.

Video games are the new 
rage in Somalia, a first-
world entertainment op-
tion for teenage boys that 
wasn’t permitted when ul-
traconservative al-Shabab 
militants controlled the 
capital. The insurgents 
— who were pushed out 
of Mogadishu last year by 
African Union and Somali 
troops — banned recre-
ational pleasures like mov-
ies and Nintendo.

With the militants gone, 
Somali teens and boys are 
bingeing on entertainment 
systems like Sony’s Play-
Station, a development 
with both positive and 
negative aspects.

Some parents say the 
video games are helping to 
keep teens off the street, 
which in turn lowers the 
chances they might be re-
cruited by al-Shabab. But 
many teens admit to skip-
ping class to practice their 
gaming skills.

“I spend half of my day 
here. The video games are 
fascinating,” said Abdirizak 
Muse, a 16-year-old who 
dropped out of his Moga-
dishu school in early 2011 
after al-Shabab militants 
dug trenches around it.

Among the positive 
changes in Mogadishu 
since al-Shabab’s ouster 
are new restaurants, a 
vibrant beach front, the 
reopening of the national 
theater and video-game 
parlors.

Mohamed Deq Abdul-
lahi, a father of two teens, 
watched his boys play a 
soccer video game in a 
sweltering parlor on a re-
cent sunny day. He sees the 
boys’ new hobby as a ben-
eficial development.

“This is his daylong ac-
tivity because I don’t want 
him get bored and go to 
war,” Abdullahi said. “The 
busier they stay the more 
tired they get and the more 
they ignore violence.”

During the Islamist up-
rising in 2006 that gave 
way to the al-Shabab mi-
litia, schools were prime 
recruitment sources for 
militants seeking to bolster 
their ranks. Hundreds, 
likely thousands, of chil-
dren were lured into com-
bat.

While video-game shops 
where teens can pay a fee 
to play by the hour are 
popular, the minority of 
more affluent Somalis are 
buying game systems for 
home. Muse Haji, a father 
of six, bought a system for 
his kids.

“For us it’s a choice be-
tween the lesser evil and 
the bigger evil,” he said. 
“Instead of my children 
going out and being radi-
calized and used as human 
bombs, it’s better for me 
that they stay at homes and 
play games.

“We focus on nonviolent 

games such as car racing, 
soccer and some educa-
tional games,” he added.

Haji said that like all 
children of this generation, 
his children are fanatics 
about technology, a posi-
tive change from genera-
tions past when kids were 
more interested in firing 
weapons and joining war.

At a video game shop 
in the Wardhigley district 
of Mogadishu, dozens of 
kids waited in line earlier 
this week to get a chance 
to play. The shop charges 
the equivalent of 10 cents 
for 15 minutes of play. The 
atmosphere is eerily quiet 
except for the beeping, 
whooshing and cheering 

emanating from the games.
“I have been here al-

most an hour to wait for 
my turn. I will play a game 
of soccer with my friend 
again,” Shafici Osman, 14, 
said with an air of des-
peration as he watched his 
friends play. “I like coming 
here every day. I am either 
playing or watching others 
play. I am happy because 
my parents approve, and 
they give me money to 
play.”

The sudden popularity 
of video games has created 
a strong business opportu-
nity. Arcade owner Ahmed 
Aden said he has watched 
his business quickly 
grow since opening seven 

months ago.
“We started with two 

screens and now we have 
eight. Our business is 
booming,” he said.

A 2011 U.N. report said 
that children were being 
systematically recruited 
by militants across central 
and southern Somalia. 
Schools — both teachers 
and students — were con-
sistent targets by recruit-
ers, the report said.

The report said some 
50 schools suspended op-
erations in south-central 
Somalia because of grow-
ing demands from militia 
groups as schools were 
destroyed and damaged 
during clashes between in-

surgents and government 
and African Union troops.

Ali Abdi, a 15-year-old, 
said he was trained to fight 
with al-Shabab, but after 
returning home for a visit 
his mother wouldn’t let 
him return to the militia. 
Abdi’s brother opened an 
arcade, where Abdi now 
happily spends his time. 
He plans to return to school 
when militants no longer 
recruit from classrooms.

“Many of my friends are 
unlucky and have taken 
part in the violence in the 
country. Some of them 
have died. Others are car-
rying guns around. In some 
ways, video games have 
saved my life,” Abdi said.

New rage keeps Somali boys o�  street: video games
BOYS WILL BE BOYS: SOME ARE 
SKIPPING CLASS TO PLAY

FARAH ABDI WARSAMEH, ASSOCIATED PRESS
Somali children play video games at a game shop in Mogadishu, Somalia, Friday. Video games are the new rage in Somalia, a first-
world entertainment option for teenage boys that wasn’t permitted when ultraconservative al-Shabab militants controlled the 
capital.

MALCOLM FOSTER
Associated Press

TOKYO | The Fukushima 
crisis is eroding years of 
Japanese efforts to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions 
blamed for global warm-
ing, as power plants run-
ning on oil and natural gas 
fill the electricity gap left 
by now-shuttered nuclear 
reactors.

Before last year’s dev-
astating tsunami trig-
gered meltdowns at the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi plant, 
Japan had planned to 

meet its carbon emissions 
reduction targets on the 
assumption that it would 
rely on nuclear power, long 
considered a steady, low-
emissions source of energy.

But now it’s unclear to 
what extent nuclear energy 
will even be part of the 
electricity mix.

Japan will be free of 
atomic power for the first 
time since 1966 on Satur-
day, when the last of its 50 
usable reactors is switched 
off for regular inspections. 
The central government 
would like to restart them 
at some point, but it is 
running into strong op-
position from local citizens 
and governments.

With the loss of nuclear 
energy, the Ministry of 
Environment projects that 
Japan will produce about 15 
percent more greenhouse 
gas emissions this fiscal 
year than it did in 1990, the 
baseline year for measur-

ing progress in reducing 
emissions. In fiscal 2010, 
Japan’s actual emissions 
were close to 1990 levels. 
It also raises doubts about 
whether it will be able to 
meet a pledge made in Co-
penhagen in 2009 to slash 
emissions by 25 percent 
from 1990 levels by 2020.

For years, nuclear power 
was a pillar in Japan’s en-
ergy and climate policies. 
Until the Fukushima disas-
ter last year, it accounted 
for about a third of Japan’s 
power generation, and To-
kyo had planned to expand 
that to half by 2030.

Now Prime Minister Yo-
shihiko Noda has pledged 
to reduce reliance on nu-
clear power, although his 
government is eager to re-
start some reactors to meet 
a looming power crunch 
during the hot summer 
months.

“The big open question 
is whether and when the 
nuclear plants will come 
back on line, and what that 
implies for Japan’s long-
term emissions trajectory,” 
said Elliot Diringer, execu-
tive vice president at the 
Center for Climate and 
Energy Solutions, formerly 
the Pew Center on Global 
Climate Change, in Arling-
ton, Virginia.

“If nuclear will no longer 
be a part of the energy mix, 
Japan is going to have a 

much tougher time reduc-
ing emissions,” he said.

Japan is a world leader 
improving energy efficien-
cy, one important method 
of reining in emissions. But 
it has done less to expand 
renewable energy than 
several other nations, in-
cluding Germany, which is 
phasing out nuclear power.

Renewable energy ac-
counts for about 9 percent 
of Japan’s power genera-
tion — similar to the U.S. 
Most of that energy is 
hydroelectric power from 
dams; and some experts 
say solar and wind power 
are too intermittent to be 
a reliable source of base-
load energy.

As an incentive, the 
government will require 
utilities to buy power from 
renewable energy produc-
ers for a fixed price called 
“feed-in tariffs” starting in 
July. But the higher cost to 
produce renewable energy 
will mean higher prices for 
consumers.

The 28-nation Inter-
national Energy Agency 
maintains that nuclear 
power remains an impor-
tant tool to battle global 
warming.

“If you want to have 
something at a reason-
able cost in terms of low 
carbon-emissions, then 

nuclear has to play a role,” 
said Ulrich Benterbusch, 
director of the Paris-based 
group’s Directorate for 
Global Energy Dialogue. 
“If you have more renew-
ables in the mix, it’s going 
to be more expensive.”

The government plans 
to announce a new energy 
strategy this summer with 
targets for renewables, 
nuclear and conventional 
power generation. In the 
meantime, Japan is spend-
ing billions importing extra 
oil and gas to meet demand 
— which is spewing more 
greenhouse gases into the 
atmosphere.

Without nuclear power, 
Japan is projected to pro-
duce an additional 180 
million-210 million tons of 
emissions this fiscal year 
compared to the base 
year of 1990, when emis-
sions totaled 1.261 billion 
tons.

That wipes out a signifi-
cant chunk of reductions 
Japan achieved during 
2008-2010 through energy 
efficiency, credits for help-
ing developing countries 
devise cleaner technolo-
gies and planting trees to 
absorb carbon dioxide. 
Officials believe Japan can 
still barely meet its com-
mitment under the Kyoto 
Protocol to reduce emis-

sions during the five-year 
period through 2012 by an 
average of 6 percent from 
1990 levels.

Some experts see a model 
in Germany, which turned 
decisively against nuclear 
power after the Fukushima 
crisis, shutting down eight 
reactors and planning to 
close the remaining nine 
nuclear power plants by 
2022. Yet its greenhouse 
gas emissions decreased 
2 percent last year from 
2010, and by 26.5 percent 
compared to 1990.

While a mild winter 
seems to have helped, Ger-
many’s growing renewable 
energy sector, which now 
accounts for over 20 per-
cent of power generation, 
played a key role in that 
emissions decline, experts 
say. The German govern-
ment has been actively 
promoting green energy 
for more than a decade, 
and aims to boost the share 
of renewables to 35 percent 
by 2020 — and 80 percent 
by 2050.

Germany, however, has a 
safety net that Japan lacks. 
If it has shortfalls or black-
outs, Germany can buy 
electricity from neighbor-
ing countries through the 
European power grid. The 
island nation of Japan has 
no such fallback.

As Japan shuts down nuclear power, emissions rise
HIGHER OIL 
DEPENDENCY 
ERASES 
GREENHOUSE-
GAS GAINS
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In this aerial photo taken April 22, three reactors, from left, No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3, are seen at the 
Tomari Nuclear Power Plant, operated by Hokkaido Electric Power Co., in Tomari in Japan’s north-
ernmost main island of Hokkaido. Japan will be free of atomic power for the first time since 1966 
on Saturday, May 5, when the Tomari No. 3 reactor, the last of its 50 usable reactors, is switched 
off for regular inspections. The central government would like to restart them at some point, but 
it’s running into strong opposition from local citizens and governments.


