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1. Three Spades. Partner’s 
one-spade bid, aside from 
showing four or more spades, 
does not identify his high-card 
strength. In fact, he might not 
have a single point. However, 
it is a good rule of thumb to 
assume partner has at least 
three or four points and pro-
ceed accordingly.

By raising partner to three 
spades, you cover the case 
where he has a worthless 

hand while at the same time 
apprising him that a game can 
be made if he has almost any-
thing at all. You shouldn’t bid 
four all by yourself, since you 
need a little something from 
partner for him to get home 
with 10 tricks.

2. Three Hearts. Again, all 
you can do is invite partner to 
bid game. Three hearts in this 
sequence is a very strong call, 
and partner is expected to 
press on with extremely mod-
est values.

It would be wrong to bid four 
hearts, since partner might 
have a worthless hand. Fur-
thermore, the opening bid is 
on your left, so you can expect 
the opposing honor cards to 
be badly placed.

3. Four Spades. You can’t 
stop short of a small slam, 
so all your efforts should be 
bent toward trying to get to 
seven. It would be wrong to use 

Blackwood, because partner’s 
responses wouldn’t tell you 
whether he had the king of 
spades — a very vital card — 
even if he showed two aces 
and two kings.

Hands where specific inter-
mediate cards are crucial are 
better handled by cuebids than 
by Blackwood. By exchanging 
information about your side’s 
controls (usually aces and 
kings), you can often produce 
better results than by using 
Blackwood, which in effect 
turns partner into an automa-
ton who can do no more than 
tell you how many aces and 
kings he has. If partner hap-
pens to have a hand such as:

you will have an excellent 
play for 13 tricks.

Tomorrow: Everybody has 
13 cards.

DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 Marina sight
6 Monastery head
11 Slip
12 Baseball manager Joe
13 Scenic painting
14 Like some glass
15 Wisconsin tribe
16 Hotel amenity
18 Boxer Norton
19 Squid’s squirt
20 Plopped down
21 Yale rooter
22 Short jacket
24 Cronies
25 Floor cleaner
27 Cordelia’s father
29 “Sure thing!”
32 Overhead trains
33 Drenched
34 Mine matter
35 Leg, in slang
36 Letters of royalty
37 Spoil
38 Ill will
40 Best of the best
42 Spot in the ocean
43 Stopwatch button
44 Most new drivers
45 Likely winners
DOWN
1 Polite answer
2 Mysterious
3 Began to grin
4 Spring
5 Locks
6 Hitter’s turn
7 Arg. neighbor
8 Went back on one’s word
9 “1984” author
10 Court sport

17 Company colleague
23 Cat coat
24 Cork sound
26 Caretakers, often
27 Goes by foot
28 Pass
30 Held forth
31 Floppy toppers
33 Sharpens
39 Sawbuck
41 Sheltered side

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Go slowly today, because discussions with 

partners and close friends might discourage 
you. You need to stay positive. Fear not; this is 
just a brief dark cloud on your horizon.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Don’t listen to the criticism of others at work 

today. Continue to believe in yourself, because 
the Sun and Jupiter are both in Taurus, and 
that’s powerful!

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Children might feel like an extra burden 

today. Plus, romance could be in the toilet. It’s 
just one of those days. (Tension before tomor-
row’s Full Moon.)

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Don’t be discouraged if relatives or parents 

are critical today. In large part, this is due to ten-
sion building up before tomorrow’s Full Moon.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
It’s easy to fall into worry mode. Hey, re-

member the old saying? “Worry is like a rocking 
chair. It gives you something to do but gets you 
nowhere.”

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Why is there so much month left at the end 

of the money? Finances might look gloomy 
today. Join the club; we number millions.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
You might feel lonely or shut off from others. 

Ironically, when we feel this way we erect barri-
ers and become lonelier. Crazy but true. Things 
will look different next week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
You might feel out of sorts today, because 

the only Full Moon in your sign all year is taking 
place tomorrow, and it’s building up today! 
Don’t take things too seriously. Lighten up.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Cut others some slack (especially someone 

older) if they’re discouraging or critical. Don’t 
take it personally. It’s just what it is.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
It’s not easy dealing with authority figures 

today. Their response will likely be, “Talk to the hand.” Wait until 
next week to ask for anything.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
You could be discouraged because travel plans or something 

with publishing, higher education, the media, medicine or the 
law looks gloomy. This is a temporary hiccup. Wait until tomor-
row’s Full Moon is over.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
You could be distressed because you feel you’re not getting 

your fair share of something. Just wait. Things have to come to a 
head with tomorrow’s Full Moon. Next week will be different.

YOU BORN TODAY
You have a sense of style, which contributes to your success 

in dealing with others. However, what makes you special is you 
care. You genuinely care about others, and they sense this. 
Moreover, you act in positive ways to alleviate the suffering of 
others. This is admirable! In the year ahead, a major change 
could occur, perhaps as significant as what occurred around 
2003.
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