
If there is one message that Crosby Fugate of 
Crittenden wants to get out to the public it 
would be the importance of becoming an organ 
donor.

When Fugate was 12 years old, he got sick.
He couldn’t eat for days. His mother, Dorie, 

thought he had a virus.
When his illness lingered, he ended up 

spending three weeks in the hospital.
A liver test confirmed that Fugate had pri-

mary sclerosing cholangitis, a liver disease 
caused by progressive inflammation and scar-
ring of the bile ducts of the liver.

“We kept hoping and thinking they were 
wrong,” said his mother, sitting across from her 
19-year-old son at the family’s kitchen table, last 
week.

Surgeons removed 
Fugate’s gall bladder and 
tried different medications 
and he got better for nearly 
a year, but then he began 
experiencing liver infec-
tions.

Small boned and of 
slight build, the teenager’s 
health continued to decline 
until he rarely had the ener-
gy to leave the couch.

He could no longer read, 
something he loves to do. 
He couldn’t watch televi-
sion or play a game with his 
family because he suffered 
from terrible headaches and 
short term memory loss.

On Dec. 4, 2009, he was 
added to the transplant list and then the waiting 
began.

“I was pretty confident I could find a match, 
eventually,” he said.

As Fugate’s health deteriorated, his family 
watched helplessly.

“It was so hard,” Dorie said. “He was so sick 
at Christmas that he could barely open his pres-
ents. I know he made an effort for us because he 
thought it might be his last Christmas.”

“It was a test of faith,” he said.
By January 7, Fugate was so sick he had 

become a little more than a walking skeleton so 
he entered the hospital. He was too sick to be 
home and was fed through his veins.

“I became pretty convinced that I wasn’t 
going to get a liver,” he said.

His mother, father, Greg and brother, Kessler, 
spent most days and nights with him at Children’s 
Hospital. They celebrated Kessler’s birthday in 

the hospital.
“He (Kessler) was my rock,” Dorie said. 

“All he wanted was his brother home.”
During that time, both Crosby and Dorie 

said, the prayers, cards and well wishes from the 
community were what got them through the 
darkest of days.

“People we didn’t even know sent cards and 
he was on so many prayer lists,” Dorie said. 
“Our church was so amazing.”

Before his illness, Crosby looked forward to 
spending time in youth activities at Sherman 
Church of Christ. When he was unable to join 
them, they sent cards frequently and often vis-
ited him at the hospital.

His mother said he often received 10 cards in 
one day.

During his hospital stay, he got close to the 
doctors, nurses and other patients.

He befriended a 7-year-old nicknamed 
‘Tater’ from Ohio who was 
waiting on a pancreas,  small 
intestine and liver transplant. 
He also met a 4-year-old named 
Hope who died waiting for an 
organ that never came.

Fugate got the organ he des-
perately needed when a donor 
liver became available.

The Fugates know the donor 
was male and the same size and 
weight as Crosby, but that’s all 
they know. Last year, Crosby 
wrote the family a letter thank-
ing them for choosing organ 
donation.

“I just felt like that was what 
I should do to thank them,” he 
said.

“Whether we ever meet the 
donor’s family, they are a part of us forever and 
we pray for them every day,” Dorie said.

As soon as he woke up from the surgery, he 
felt better.

“I was surprised by that,” he said. “But I 
really felt better right away. I wanted to get up 
and walk.”

Seventeen days after Crosby’s transplant, he 
went home.

He was able to resume his home school stud-
ies and graduated from high school in the sum-
mer. He will enter the pre-med program at 
Thomas More College this fall.

Dorie’s brother became an organ donor 13 
years ago when he passed away unexpectedly.

“By donating you can help eight people with 
things like eyes, or skin grafts or tendons even,” 
she said.

She, along with several of her family mem-
bers, became organ donors immediately after 

her brother died.
Crosby’s ordeal has taught him not to sweat 

the small things in life and has given him a desire 
to want to help people, which is why he’s plan-
ning to pursue a career as a pediatric transplant 
hepatologist, who takes care of people after a 
transplant.

Each year on April 9, the anniversary of the 
transplant, Crosby and his family do something 
special. The first year he tried sushi and this year 
it was fried Oreo cookies.

In 2011, he requested a cake that looked like 
a healthy liver complete with veins and arteries.

He’s been able to return to the things he 
enjoys like hiking and being outside.

Last year, he spoke to a group of students 
about organ donation.

“The message was there aren’t enough donors 
to go around and people die waiting,” Crosby 
said.

Crosby’s gift of a liver gave him a future, but 
he knows unless more people become organ 
donors, more people will die waiting for trans-
plants.

“I wish everyone could walk down the halls 
of the hospital to see a little baby or a 20-year-old 
dying as they wait for an organ donation,” 
Crosby said. “The hospitals and doctors can’t do 
anything for them but the public can by signing 
their donor card.”

For more information about organ donations, 
go to the Kentucky Organ Donation Affiliates at 
www. donatelifeky.org. An online registration 
form can be found there.
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APRIL IS ORGAN DONATION MONTH

I wish everyone could 
walk down the halls of 

the hospital to see a little 
baby or a 20-year-old 

dying as they wait for an 
organ donation. The hos-
pitals and doctors can’t 

do anything for them, but 
the public can by signing 

their donor card.

- Crosby Fugate
Crittenden

‘

‘

Crittenden teen knows first-hand 
how organ donations are needed

Grant parks to host Amazing Race

By Bryan Marshall
Staff Writer

From art to zoology, students can con-
tinuing learning this summer at 
ExploreMore!, an enrichment program for 
gifted and talented youth in kindergarten 
through eighth grade,

The four-day program through Northern 
Kentucky University’s Institute for Talent 
Development and Gifted Studies will be 
held from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. June 25-28 at 
NKU-Grant County Center in 
Williamstown.

Registration began April 1 and is limit-
ed and first-come, first-served.

“We offer an ever-changing variety of 
courses in science, mathematics, visual 
and performing arts and original interdisci-
plinary studies,” said Kimberly Clayton-
Code, associate professor and director of 
the Institute for Talent Development and 
Gifted Studies.

Students choose their own classes on a 
first-come first-served basis. 

Classes, which are limited to provide 
each student with individualized instruc-
tion, are taught by teachers who select 
their own course topics.

For this session of ExploreMore!, stu-
dents will be grouped according to their 
grade levels and will experience five class-
es each day. 

Topics will include:
• Amazing Art—Students will get a 

chance to get their hands on art media that 
they may not have experienced before and 
enjoy letting their artistic side shine.

• Creative Writing— Through this 
course, students will be introduced to dif-
ferent types of writing in an interactive 

way.
• Science Magicians—In this class, stu-

dents will explore the wonders of the sci-
entific world by conducting hands-on 
experiments, investigations and research 
utilizing the scientific method.

• Technology Explorations—Students 
will explore learning through the world of 
technology creating and publishing their 
own technology masterpieces.

• Zoology--Have you ever heard of an 
aye-aye, an elephant nosefish, a white-
eyed assassin bug, or a potto? In this 
exploration, students will discover many 
different kinds of animals, their habitats 
and foods.

“The classes provide a high level of 
challenging, authentic, hands-on learning 
experiences,” Clayton-Code said. 
“Participating students are encouraged to 
develop skills in creative thinking, prob-
lem-solving and independent learning. The 
ExploreMore Program allows students 
who are gifted and talented the opportunity 
to meet and share their interests and enthu-
siasm for learning with other gifted chil-
dren.”

Tuition fees are $95, and there will be 
an additional $25 processing fee for late 
applications.

Students accepted for the program will 
receive a mailed confirmation once regis-
tered.

Registration can be completed by phone 
by calling 859-572-5600 or mail registra-
tion form to: ExploreMore Program, 
Community Connections, FH 201, Nunn 
Drive, Highland Heights, Kentucky 41099 
by Friday, June 8.

For more information, go to www.gift-
ed.nku.edu or call 859-572-5600.

Gifted/talented have opportunity
to explore at NKU summer programOn your mark, get set, go!!

Grant County Parks and 
Recreation will have their own 
version of “The Amazing Race” 
on April 28 at Grant County 
Park in Crittenden.

“I’m just excited to see this 
come to fruition and to be able 
have community members 
come out and participate in 
something fun,” said Tabatha 
Clemons, parks and recreation 
director. “This is something a 
family can participate in or four 
friends or co-workers. I’m 
excited about the possibilities. 
It’s so great, especially this time 
of year, to get outside and visit 
with people.”

The cost is $10 per four-

person team for the competi-
tion.

Youth are invited to be part 
of a team, but there must also be 
an adult on the team.

The number of teams will be 
limited so interested participants 
are asked to register at www.
grantcountyparks.com or call 
428-4500.

Sign-in will be at 10 a.m. 
with the race expected to begin 
at 10:30 a.m.

The race will begin in the 
park’s cattle barn, where each 
team will get a different clue to 
start that will lead them to a 
challenge somewhere in the 
park.

Once a challenge is com-

pleted, the team will be handed 
another clue.

There will be between 10 to 
15 challenges during the race, 
each manned by a local busi-
ness.

First and second place prizes 
will be awarded at the end of the 
race to the teams that complete 
all challenges and return to the 
home base the quickest.

Prize baskets will include 
T-shirts, Body Works gym 
memberships and Williamstown 
Band of Spirit raffle tickets for a 
car-giveaway, along with other 
donated prizes.

For more information and to 
register, call 428-4500 or go to 
www.grantcountyparks.com.
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Crosby Fugate, of Crittenden, prior to his liver transplant in 2010 with one of his nurses and his 
friend, Tater.

Crosby Fugate, after his liver transplant. His coloring returned to normal and he said he felt better 
almost immediately. Photos submitted


