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WEEKEND

KNE ONLINE NEWS n

50 percent

35 percent

Do you think a state law prohibiting anyone from buying more than 7.2 grams 

of pseudoephedrine, a key ingredient for making 

methamphetamine, a month goes far enough?

Not enough — 58 votes

— Roaring Springs woman killed
on Ky. 117

— Threatening call prompts HHS
lockdown

— Woman, 27, killed in wreck on
Kentucky 117

— Ky. man pleads guilty to
murder in Clarksville club shooting

EASTER EVENTS n

Weekend includes numerous
egg hunts, other holiday events

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

For anyone looking to plan
Easter activities, Christian
County has a multitude of
events scheduled for today and
Sunday, including at least five
Easter egg hunts.

Lake Barkley State Resort
Park also has events scheduled
throughout the afternoon and
evening on Sunday.

Goin’ huntin’
n WHOP’er Egg Hunt: 11 a.m.

today at Tie Breaker Park. Regis-
tration ends 15 minutes before
the event. Only children under 8
may participate, and organizers

will divide children into five age
groups plus a group of  children
with special needs. One child will
win a grand prize worth nearly
$100.
n Kings and Queens Motorcy-

cle Club Easter Egg Hunt: noon
today at Peace Park in Hop-
kinsville
n Oak Grove Community

Cares Easter Egg Hunt/Easter
Party: from noon and 3 p.m.
today at the War Memorial
Walking Trail Park in Oak
Grove. Hot dogs and drinks will
be served.
n Crofton Easter Egg Hunt: 1

p.m. today at Gordon Park
SEE EASTER, PAGE A7

Aunt, uncle

face murder

allegations

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS 

A 9-month-old boy who police
allege was abused by his aunt
and uncle died Thursday, ac-
cording to Kentucky State Po-
lice.

The KSP confirmed Friday
that the Christian County boy,
Jack Stark, died late Thursday
night at Vanderbilt Children’s
Hospital in Nashville, Tenn.

Stark was flown to the hospital
Tuesday after suffering injuries
consistent with abuse, accord-
ing to a previous KSP news re-
lease.

At about 8:40 p.m. Tuesday, au-
thorities received a call about an
unresponsive infant at 105 N.
Cavalcade Circle in southern
Christian County. The boy was
taken to Blanchfield Army Com-

munity Hospital at Fort Camp-
bell and later flown to Vander-
bilt.

Through an investigation, po-
lice determined the child had in-
juries consistent with abuse, the
release said.

Police arrested the infant’s
aunt and uncle, Christopher and
Joni Leutwyler, at their home on
Thursday.

The couple was originally
charged with first-degree as-
sault, domestic violence and
first-degree criminal abuse on a
child under 12 years old. Author-
ities are looking to upgrade
those charges to murder, an up-
dated release said.

The investigation is ongoing.
Both Christopher and Joni

Leutwyler are being held at the
Christian County Jail. 

KSP: 9-month-old Christian
County boy died from abuse

Good Friday veneration

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Parishioners at SS. Peter and Paul Catholic Church on East Ninth Street venerate the cross during the 3 p.m. Good Friday service. The
service led by the Rev. Richard Meredith lasted about an hour and concluded with communion. During the service, prayers were
said for all Christians and for nonbelievers. The entire Passion account was read. Mass is not traditionally celebrated on Good Fri-
day.

An Easter
egg hunt,
KNE style

In today's Kentucky New
Era, there are 17 Easter eggs
scattered throughout the
paper. The first 25 children 12
and under who mark the eggs
and bring the copy of  the New
Era into our office at 1618 E.
Ninth St. on Monday will re-
ceive a full-size Hershey’s
chocolate bar. Also, we will
publish the names of  all the
children who find the eggs in
Tuesday’s edition.

Sen. Pendleton vows
to still push for hemp

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA FEATURE WRITER 

With only one day remaining in
the legislative session, industrial
hemp production is still illegal in
Kentucky. Still, Sen. Joey Pendle-
ton, D-Hopkinsville, doesn’t plan
on giving up the fight to legalize
the controversial crop. 

“I’m going to keep on until we
succeed,” said Pendleton, who
the past two years has spon-

sored bills in the Kentucky
General Assembly to legalize
hemp production.

Senate Bill 41, which Pendleton
filed this year, would have estab-
lished a licensing procedure for
farmers to grow hemp. Under the
bill, farmers would have had to
pay a $150 licensing fee and $5 per
acre grown with a limit of  30
acres.

Bills were also filed in the Ken-
tucky House in support of  hemp
production. Pendleton testified in
support of  the bills during March
hearings with the House Agri-
culture Committee. The bills did

Legislation won’t
be passed this year 

SEE HEMP, PAGE A7

In the summer of
1952, hemp plants
growing wild on a lot
in downtown
Louisville, are killed
with chemical spray.
Efforts to restore the
crop that decades
ago was a major in-
dustry in Kentucky
appear to be grow-
ing despite the de-
feat of another legal-
ization effort in the
state’s 2012 General
Assembly.
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Goes too far — 41votes

Just right — 17 votes

10-foot python 
caught in LBL

LOCAL/STATE A4

Rallying point
Tigers best Cols 

in district baseball game  
SPORTS B1


