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Bardwell City Council Discusses Mounting Sanitation Department Bills at Recent Meeting

By Michael Toon
Carlisle Weekly

The February 13, 2012,

Bardwell City Council meet-

ing began with the approval

of the previous meeting’s

minutes, the financial report

and monthly bills.

While discussing monthly

bills, the sanitation bill was

discussed. For the month of

January the bill was

$26,834.31, the second con-

secutive month that the water

bill has been over $25,000.

For the month the City of

Bardwell, as reported by the

Carlisle County Sanitation

District, pumped over 6.6

million gallons of water dur-

ing the month of January. 

Bardwell Mayor Philip King

passed out a profit/loss sheet

that analyzed the last ten

months of sanitation bills that

were sent out by the sanita-

tion district and the money

collected by the City of Bard-

well. 

When looking at the

profit/loss sheet for the past

ten months the City of Bard-

well is currently operating at

a $74,108 loss over the last

ten months, which averages

out to a $16.31 loss per cus-

tomer in the City of Bardwell. 

At the beginning of last year

sanitation rates increased

from $3.00 per 1,000 gallons

to $4.00 per 1,000 gallons.

Couple that with the fact that

2011 was the wettest year on

record, and it was a perfect

storm for all-time high sanita-

tion bills. 

The Bardwell Council dis-

cussed the increase in the bills

despite all of the work that

has been done over the past

five years in repairing pipes

and infiltration throughout the

city. Numerous smoke tests

and repairs to the city water

system have not yielded the

results on the sanitation dis-

trict bill side that the city had

hoped for. 

Currently the City of Bard-

well owes the Carlisle County

Sanitation District over

$70,000 in past due bills to

the sanitation district. The

City of Arlington also faces

the same problem, as they

owe $30,000 in past due bills. 

Council woman Kay Pres-

son posed the question of

what the city will do to Mayor

Philip King, who represents

the City of Bardwell on the

Carlisle County Sanitation

District Board. King re-

sponded that options have

been discussed to have the

county take over the sewage

part for the city of Bardwell

because the city has come to

the point where they cannot

continue to pay the high bills.

“The last few months we

have been keeping current

with our sanitation bills, tak-

ing money from the profits

we have seen in our electric,

water and gas funds to pay it.

This takes money away from

city improvements such as

roads and other projects.

Eventually this pattern will

break the city,” Mayor King

said. 

After discussing the sanita-

tion bill the City of Bardwell

received a Purchase Area De-

velopment District (PADD)

report from Jeremy Buchanan

of the PADD Office. 

Buchanan reported that the

water tank project bid was

awarded to Caldwell Tank

Company for the low bid of

$85,560. This money will

come out of the $300,000

grant the city received for

water tank replacement. The

remainder of the money will

be utilized to have water line

extensions provided from US

Highway 62 to Morgan

Street. This will help enhance

the development that is ex-

pected in the years to come

near the courthouse area and

provide a better water flow

for firefighting and water

services. 

Buchanan next reported that

the hazard mitigation grant

that was re-designated for the

moving of the water wells

from a flood plain area to the

water plant is going well.

Buchanan was encouraged by

the feedback he was getting

from the state and the council

passed a resolution to move

the paperwork along on this

project. 

The Bardwell City Council

next approved the budget

amendment for the $105,353

received in the grant for the

generators at the fire depart-

ment and the water tower. 

The council next denied a

monthly discount request

from the Senior Citizens Cen-

ter on their monthly utility

bills. “With the City of Bard-

well facing high bills them-

selves, our policy at this time

is to not provide any utility

discounts,” King said. 

In the last bit of business be-

fore adjourning Mayor King

reported that the City of Bard-

well will be utilizing the

LESO program that the

county has utilized. Recently

the county picked up laptops,

humvees, and other military

surplus equipment free of

charge. The city also plans to

utilize the program. Anything

from dump trucks to back-

hoes, to laptops, to sleeping

bags and cots can be claimed

off of military surplus free of

charge to the organization that

takes advantage of the LESO

program. “The City of Bard-

well will continue to look to

take advantage of these pro-

grams that come at no cost to

the city, whether it be em-

ployees that come at no cost

to the city or surplus much

like the LESO program of-

fers,” King said. 

Bardwell Business Owners

to Face Late Penalty if New

Tax Ordinances Not Obeyed

By Michael Toon
Carlisle Weekly
The City of Bardwell would

like to remind business own-

ers that business licenses and

occupational tax fees are now

due for any business in the

City of Bardwell. 

Businesses who do not com-

ply with the business or occu-

pational taxes will be facing

the issuing of a citation and

increased costs for a business

license after February 16th.

Currently business licenses

are $25, but after February

16th the cost of a business li-

cense will increase to $50. 

According to Bardwell

Mayor Philip King, there are

a great number of businesses

that still have not paid their

business license fees and oc-

cupational and payroll taxes

as well. “We instituted an or-

dinance last year, and we are

intending to enforce the ordi-

nance that the city has put

forth,” King said. 

If you have any questions

about how much your busi-

ness owes on any of the

above stated taxes or you

would like to make arrange-

ments to pay, please contact

Bardwell City Hall at 628-

5451.  

Grants to Renovate Arlington Ballpark

Discussed at February Monthly Meeting
By Chris Woods
Carlisle Weekly
The city of Arlington Febru-

ary 13, 2012, city council

meeting was opened by

Mayor Bobby McGee wel-

coming all members and

guests. The Pledge of Alle-

giance was then recited by all

present.

The first item on the agenda

was a presentation by Jeremy

Buchanan from the PADD of-

fice. He was there to tell the

council that the application

for a land grant to start reno-

vations on the ballpark is due

April 30. The city would be

responsible for part of the

money, and if they get this

grant, they would have to be

committed to renovating the

park with it. So, the council

decided to think about

whether they want to spruce

up the area, or lease the ball-

park out to other individuals.

A decision will have to be

made about the grant at the

next meeting.

Last month's minutes were

approved, and Anita Lambert

gave the treasury report. She

stated that the city was in

fairly good shape financially,

with no CDs due at this time.

The bills were approved, and

the cemetery report was given

by Paul Gaddie. He said that

John Lemons has been busy

filling holes and improving

the appearance of the ceme-

tery.

Councilman Jimmy

Williams reported that things

were still in good shape with

New Commonwealth Gas,

and Jada Burgess reported

that the Carlisle County San-

itation board is still cooperat-

ing with the city. A grass fire

was the only item in the fire

department report.

Mayor McGee said that

daily operations were going

along smoothly, with work

being done around town to

improve its appearance.

Under new business, the

council voted to once again

donate $50 to CCHS Project

Graduation.

A quote for $597 was given

for a new printer for the water

bills. The council voted to

purchase a new one.

The city is required to have

a building code officer to in-

spect any new construction,

and this matter will be inves-

tigated.

The council voted to amend

the water rate ordinance to

show a monthly rate instead

of yearly, so that the 3% in-

crease will be a very small

amount added monthly to the

bill.

In the final bit of business,

the council members dis-

cussed the need to study all of

the city's insurance policies to

make sure there aren't a lot of

unnecessary expenditures.

With all business being fin-

ished, the council voted to ad-

journ

The Carlisle County Comets and Lady Comets will be 
playing in the 2012 First District Tournament from 

February 20th through 24th at Hickman County High School.

#1 Lady Comets will play the #4 Fulton Co. Lady Pilots on Monday, February
20th at 6:00 p.m.  While the Comets’ Boys team will play Tuesday at 7:30 

against the host Hickman Co. Falcons. Girls Championship is Thursday at 7:00
p.m. with boys  championship at 7:00 on Friday


