
14

ViacrsonX r I

IAUHL V CLAT 1 "SUt S J
rrf KNOX

V ' HARLAN

The old grist mill at Levi Jackson State Park, near London, recalls bust-
ling activity of pionee r days. Numerous items of a bygone era are displayed
in the Levi Jackson museum, and swimming and camping are popular at
the park.

"The Book of Job" plays nightly except Sundays in
the Laurel Cove Amphitheatre at scenic Pine Moun-

tain State Park near Pineville. Play time is 8:30. The
park has a modern lodge, vacation cottages and camp-

ing area, and facilities for bo a ti n g and swimming.

Pathway of the

A great way to enjoy America's sights Is to
"follow" the pioneers who made this land --

from the Plymouth Rock landing of the Puritans
to the beckoning romance of the Old West.

Worth exploring as the first great frontier
in the west is a misty, wooded passage --

the Cumberland Gap, where today the common-
wealths of Kentucky and Virginia and the state
of Tennessee Join. In 1750, from atop Pinnacle
Mountain, Doctor Thomas Walker caught the
white man's first glimpse of the Indian's "Hap-
py Hunting Grounds." And here young Daniel
Boone led an early party of settlers through.

An early English tourist wrote prophetically
of the new territories then just opening up:

"Kentucky ... is extendlnglneverydlrection
over a tract of the finest and most fertile coun-

try in the world; and it is from . . . this vast
'country that America will derive her future
greatness and establish new empires . . . Here
surely Is a rational and ample field for the,
well regulated imagination of the philosopher
and politlcianlll"

However, few politicians or philosophers
were among the rough-n-rea- dy war veterans
who poured through the Gap after the Revolu-

tionary bounty lands. They envisioned little
ahead, save a hard life, maybe good crops in the
field, and wild game to kill. Such a man was
Abraham Lincoln Sr., killed in an Indian raid
long before the birth of his namesake and
grandson, the 16th American President.

Today, the visitor can share the feelings of
these hardy pioneers on an exciting hike along
Boone's Trace and the historic wagon trail,
Wilderness Road. On the way, he can find choice
camping near old McHargue's Mill and arecon- -

Headquarters of Buckhorn Lake State Park at Buck-hor- n

is a new ultra-mode- rn lodge with 24 rooms. New
facilities here include a boat dock, beach, bathhouse
and picnic shelter building. The 1,230-acr- e lake has
developed into a great fishing center.

The Pinnacle Overlook in Cumberland Gap National Historical Park near Middlesboro offers a breathtaking pano-
rama of mountain scenery. With the discovery of this pass through the hitherto impenetrable Allegheny Mountains,
the wilderness became accessible to the pioneer and conquest of the American West began.

PIONEERS

structcd village - complete with split-ra- il fen-

ces, log cabins and authentic pioneer's tools, in
Levi Jackson State Park, near Corbln.

The Civil War wrote more chapters in the
history of the Cumberland, a key mountain door-

way for the opposing armies. Occupied until
late 1862 by Union forces, the passage then fell
Into Confederate hands thanks to "Long Tom,"
then the biggest gun in service. Pioneerfamllies
whose forefathers together had fought to tame
the region found themselves at odds In the tragic
conflict.

At the entrance to vast Cumberland Gap
National Historical Park is Middlesboro, a city
unlike any in Appalachla. Founded In 1888, ltwas
built as a model town by British capitalists
interested in the area's coal, iron and timber
resources. The wide and long avenues, stately
homes, and golf course - oldest in the United
States - show a planning vision unusual for that
day.

Song and story play a great part in the area.
Happy fiddles and haunting dulcimers ring out in
the wooded hollows and many a mountaineer has
a wide reputation for his "tall tales" or folk
talcs. Collectors of almost-forgott- en ballads
and stories sift through the mountain area for
the rich words handed down from one genera-
tion to another. And you'll find the singers and
story tellers are always eager for an audience.

But there Is more to the land of the pioneers
than its rich and historic past.

Mountain laurel, rhododendron and the bright
blooms of other wlldf lowers deck the hills.

A few miles up the road from Middlesboro
at Pineville, beautiful Laurel Cove, a natural
amphitheatre, is host each May to the Mountain
Laurel Festival where a bevy of Kentucky beau-

ties seek the crown of the Laurel Queen. A

month later, and continuing through August,
"The Book of Job" - a choral drama based on
the Bible story - is staged by actors elaborately
made-u- p and costumed In imitation of European
religious mosaics. Both these events are at Pine
Mountain State Park, a modem vacation resort
with lodge, cottages, pool, golf course and many
other attractions.

The great Pine Mountain range is a nature-love- r's

delight, with magnificent vistas of rolling
hills and remote hollows, wildflowers and, last
but not least, Little Shepherd Trail, which ex-

tends 38 miles along the mountains' crest and
commemorates novelist John Fox Jr.'s beloved
stories. Kingdom Come State Park is being
developed near the trail.

No description of the area would be complete
without a mention of "King Coal." Mlddles-boro- 's

town fathers saw fit to construct their
chamber of commerce building from blocks of
this mineral. From Harlan, "Coal Capital of
Kentucky," the first carload was railroaded
out in 1911. Nearby is Lynch, a model mining
town developed by the U. S. Steel Corporation
around the largest underground coal mine in
Kentucky, if not in the world.

The famed Daniel Boone Festival at Bar-bourv- ille

is the scene of the annual revival
of a treaty between Kentucky and the Chero-kee-s.

No store-boug- ht or Hollywood Indians
here: Cherokees come, robed in full tribal
regalia, from the Quallah Reservation in the
Great Smokies.

Food in the region is hearty and at Harlan
there is a fun-fill- ed annual festival based on the
mouth-wateri- ng poke sallet greens. This true
mountain-sty- le feast, attended by thousands,
consists of the wild poke greens, onions, corn-po- ne

and buttermilk. Or, to the northwest, you
can buy some real homemade Swiss cheese at
Bernstadt, for 80 years a miniature "Switzer-
land in Appalachla."

You'll find charming locally-ma- de hand-

crafts at Harlan and along picturesque back-roa- ds

that follow the mountain valleys.
At Buckhorn Lake, a State park with a brand-ne- w

lodge awaits the traveler following the pion-
eers' pathway. Located at Buckhorn, a charming
valley community with several homes and build-
ings constructed of logs, the park also offers
picnicking and a playground area and swimming,
boating and fishing in the 1,200-ac-re lake.

To top off such a richly historic and truly
different vacation a restful stay might be in
order at Cumberland Falls, the Niagara of the
South. When the moon is bright (honeymooners,
take notel), the mist from the cascading waters
shows a clear moonbow, said to be the only one
other than Africa's Victoria Falls.


